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From the Pastor’s Desk

After six days of creation, God looks upon
the works of his hands and pronounces it
“very good” (Gen. 1:31). But it is not until
the seventh day that God calls something,
“holy,” the day of rest that he interjects
into the time and space of creation. The
day of rest receives the attribution of
holiness, which is the very essence of
God’s character.

Today, many people think of rest as
something they must do so that they can
work more. In many societies, rest is often
seen as the opposite of productivity. Rest is
viewed as a functional necessity, serving
the higher end of work, devoid of any
higher meaning or significance. Is this
perception of work and rest biblically
accurate?

In Genesis 2, God both works and rests.
God, in His omnipotence, clearly does not
need to rest for reasons of physical
exhaustion. He does not need to rest so that
He can become more productive - He has
already created everything. So clearly
there is something more to rest than simply
recharging our batteries for the sake of
increasing production.

I find it interesting that the first thing in all
of creation that is made or declared to be
holy is not God, Himself or a person or an
object, but a day. What then is the
significance of rest according to God, and

=

why does He make this day holy? Genesis
2 does not say why God makes the seventh
day holy, merely that He does. So, let’s
consider how the concept of sabbath (day
and rest) is developed throughout the
Bible. Surprisingly, the term sabbath does
not appear again until Exodus 16:23-29,
when Israel is wandering in the wilderness
after being delivered from Egypt. The next
significant mention of sabbath occurs in
the giving of the Ten Commandments

in Exodus 20:8-11. The fourth
commandment to “remember the sabbath
and to keep it holy” is grounded upon
God’s pattern of working six days and
resting on the seventh, making an explicit
link between creation and sabbath
observance, not to mention the relationship
between Creator and creature.

The opening chapters of Genesis establish
a pattern of work and rest; to do one
without the other is a deviation from God’s
created order. In fact, the fourth
commandment combines both a command
to work and to rest: “Six days you shall
labor and do all your work.” Here, God
affirms the goodness of work and the
sacredness of rest, with the two beautifully
woven together just as He intends.

Continued on page 2



From the Pastor’s Desk (continued)

The fourth commandment as given in
Deuteronomy 5:13-15 supports the rhythm
of work and rest with a different

relationship with Him. What makes the
Sabbath holy is that this is both the real
knowledge and being in real participation

argument—because of God’s deliverance of with God who chooses not to be distant

his people out of Egypt. “Remember that
you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and
the Lord your God brought you out from
there with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your
God commanded you to keep the Sabbath
holy”. People should work and rest as God
instructs because of His model - found not
only in His work of creation, but also as a
celebration of His work in redemption and
saving.

Exodus 31:16-17 describes the sabbath day
as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign forever
between God and His people. So, keeping
sabbath 1s a living out of the special
relationship God’s people enjoy with God.
Thus the Sabbath acts as a weekly
refreshment through communion with Him
and the gathering of the redeemed. Further
evidence of this relational aspect of the
Sabbath is highlighted in Ezekiel 20:12,
where God gives Israel “His sabbaths™ so
that they might know who He is as well as
the sanctifying effects of being in a right

from his creation, but seeks to intimately
commune with His people through their
participation in His sabbath rest.

The New Testament extends both the
directive to enter into God’s rest and the
possibility of doing so. Hebrews 4:1-11
calls Jesus’ followers to into this rest.

These texts convey a deeper significance to
rest, communicated by this notion of
“sabbath.” Rest is much more than
recuperating from a hectic, tiring week. It is
the affirmation of a special relationship
people have with God. The sabbath is holy
because it is a day that belongs to God and
he graciously chooses to share himself with
his creation. So, join us on Sundays to take
delight not just in something that God calls,
“very good” but as a participant in that
which is indeed Holy.

Sabbath Blessings!

Pastor

In Our Prayers

LCMS Synod, Districts, Members and Pastors
Church members

Those who have yet to believe

Country, state, and local governments

e All who serve (first responders, military, police,
fire, EMT’s)

e All who travel

e All who are mourning
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Elders Corner

As April is in the rearview mirror, the old saying April showers bring May flowers comes to
mind. Most of the flowers I am seeing are dandelions. We will get back to that in a bit. Since
Pastor has been getting some needed time off, he has left us with the opportunity to fill his
shoes and give the sermons he prepared. Maybe that is why I am still reflecting on the past two
weeks sermons. In both sermons we see how God uses illustrations people from all times can
understand and relate to. He keeps it simple. First it was The Good Shepherd (April 28) then it
was The Gardner (April 28). The Good Shepherd talks about how we are like sheep. That's not
all bad but it does have a downside. What's good is we know we need to be around others, and
we are warned if we are by ourselves, we become easy prey. What's this mean for us Christians?
It's a warning that we should stay close to the flock. As members of Friendship Lutheran
Church of Joy, you belong to this flock. How do we stay close to the flock? We stay close by
staying engaged, which means attending worship services in person as much as you can.
Getting involved in activities that are going on at the church. Praying for one another, visiting
our shut ins or reaching out to those who have not been attending. Pastor, and to a point, the
Elders are under Shepherds, but we can't always visit or call on those who haven't been here.
Frankly sometimes they will prefer it if others visit or check on them. If you do wander away,
The Good Shepard will come looking for you to bring you back - but it's your decision if you
come back to God. This past Sunday we learned about The Gardener and what he does. The
Gardener’s end goal is to produce the best fruit or harvest possible. For us to be able to
participate in producing this good fruit we need to hear the Good news preached which are
seeds, then the Holy Spirit waters those seeds, and then the plant needs to be fed. This is done
by studying God’s Word. These three things happen by attending church and being in God’s
word. The Gardener at times has the unpleasant task for us of pruning the plants or refining us.
Another job of the Gardener is to cut weeds and cast other parasites out. So, back to the
dandelions that have shown up since the April showers. Most people consider them a weed
even though they can be used in salads, some make wine from them, and are used for other
useful things. We might think one dandelion in our yard is no big deal, so we don't cut it out or
spray it. From that one plant another one shows up, and then another, and another till our nice
Kentucky blue grass yard starts to be choked out and dies. The dandelion here represents sin in
our lives. One sin in our life can lead to another and another and another. Dandelions in our life
keep us from being as fruitful as we can be and need to be extracted. What dandelions do you
have in your life? How can you get rid of those dandelions? It's easy to overlook one dandelion
just like it's easy to miss church once because you're tired or don't feel like going, or you say...I
will just catch it on YouTube. Before long you are that sheep that has wandered away from the
flock. As summer is quickly approaching and we are traveling or have other things come up,
remember you are part of a flock that is fed and encouraged on Sunday mornings here at 3601
S. Duncan Rd, Champaign, IL, where you will be well fed and watered with Word and
Sacrament, so that together we can bloom and produce more fruit for God’s harvest, here and
now.

Kyle, Bruce, Richard

ELDERS

HERE FOR YOU | WITH YOU | TOGETHER




Friendship Women’s Ministries

Here at Friendship, there are several opportunities to fellowship, serve, witness and grow
in faith and with other women. Each month this new column will share information about
events, missions, Bible studies; basically whatever the ladies are up to!

The Elizabeth Circle meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 10:00 a.m. for
Bible study, in the lower level of the church. At this time they are doing a study entitled
“Waiting: A Bible Study on Patience, Hope, and Trust” by Sharla Fritz.

Another opportunity for Bible study is Women in the Word on the 2nd Monday of the
month at 6:00 p.m., in the lower level of the church. It is an informal study—just reading
through the Bible together and discussing.

The Prayer Shawl ministry meets the last Thursday of the month at Hazel Hutchinson’s
house at 6:30 p.m. This is a night of knitting and/or crocheting, visiting and refreshments.
Depending on the time of the year, they make prayer shawls, hats, scarves or whatever
else they can think of to give away! You say you don’t knit or crochet? Come anyway—it
is a great time of fellowship!

The LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) is just what the name says—a
mission organization. They will be meeting the 4th Sunday of every month in the lower
level, after the worship service. (In May it will be the 3rd Sunday, May 19th). This is a
national organization of the LCMS which sends money to missions all over the world, as
well as to our own Central Illinois District. They collect Mite Boxes for the mission
projects, have devotions, as well as plan and host events.

One national LWML project I would like to highlight this month is the India Bible
Translation Project. Thirty-two million Christians living in India do not have study bibles
in their language. The Indian Lutheran Study Bible will be a great blessing to the
members of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church and Cylon Evangelical Church in Sri
Lanka. https://www.lwml.org/posts/thanks/check-presentation-bringing-gods-word-to-
india.

Service opportunities abound at Friendship. The Altar Guild is always looking for new
volunteers!

Every woman is more than welcome to come to any (or all) of the things listed in this
article. Pray about it; then join where you sense our Lords is leading you.

Blessings,

Allison Arends



Stewardship Ministry

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry — lcms.org/stewardship Newsletter Article — May 2024
More Than a Negative

Even if you’ve never had to testify in court, a thousand TV shows have made you
familiar with the question, “Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth?” Why not just make people swear to tell the truth? Or make them promise
not to lie?

Any parent who has ever had to interrogate a child about a broken cookie jar or a scuffle
over a toy knows the answer. There are plenty of ways to try to get out of trouble without
technically lying. You tell just enough of the truth to skate on by.

We often play the game of seeing how close we can get to sinning without technically
going over the line.

But in our heart of hearts we know that this is not what God intended when He gave us
the commandments. He’s not giving us a merely negative rule and challenging us to just
barely stay away from this or that. There is much more to each commandment than a
prohibition. We shouldn’t just avoid murdering people — we should be of service to our
neighbor.

For each negative prohibition in the commandments there 1s a positive good that we are
to cherish and protect. In the Eighth Commandment, that gift is the reputation of our
neighbor and our relationship with him:

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our
neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of
him, and explain everything in the kindest way.

Your relationship with your family members (who are your nearest neighbors), the other
members of your congregation, your coworkers and your friends is one of the most
precious gifts you have been given. You need to exercise good stewardship with this gift
just as much as you need to exercise good stewardship with your life, resources, time and
income. This is an especially fragile gift because it’s easy to ruin a relationship with
slander and talking behind someone’s back.

But speaking well of your neighbor in Christian love is absolutely free; it costs you
nothing, yet it pays you great dividends. If you find this challenging at times, if you are
tempted to speak ill of others, just remember that this other person is also a beloved child
of God for whom your Lord Jesus suffered and died. Your Lord Jesus loves you both.
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LCMS News

A tornado is seen near north of Waverly, Neb., on Friday, April 26, 2024. (Chris Machian/Omaha World

On April 26 and 27, dozens of tornadoes tore across the U.S. Great Plains region, affecting multiple
states, especially Nebraska, lowa and Oklahoma. Assessments of the impact to human life and proper-
ty are ongoing.

On Sunday, April 28, the Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, director of Disaster Response for The Lutheran
Church—Miissouri Synod (LCMS) Office of National Mission, departed for a multi-day tour of the
region to assess the impact of the storms. Before leaving, Johnson said, “Thus far, we haven’t received
reports of any damaged LCMS churches or schools, but we have identified a community with multiple
LCMS school families that were impacted by the tornadoes. Unfortunately, the risk of severe weather
continues. As we gather more information in the next few days, everyone who has been in any way
affected by these tornadoes remains in our prayers. May our Lord comfort and sustain them.”

Johnson has been in contact with the presidents of the LCMS Nebraska District and the LCMS Towa
District West as well as with other disaster response personnel in the districts. As plans begin coming
together for the Synod to assist with the response, he anticipates:

e Annitial deployment, lasting up to two weeks, which will include debris removal and chainsaw
work; and

o The distribution of spiritual care materials and gift cards purchased at cost from Lutheran Church
Extension Fund to help those affected with their immediate expenses.

In Nebraska, LCMS Disaster Response’s primary focus will be in the greater Omaha area, with Divine
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Omaha, serving as host congregation for volunteers, including Lutheran
Early Response Teams. Johnson estimates being ready to accept volunteers by Monday afternoon and
to begin deploying teams on Tuesday morning.

More information will be shared as it is available.

Written By: Cheryl Magness

https://reporter.lcms.org/2024/disaster-assessment-underway-after-tornado-outbreak/



District News

CENTRAL ILLINOIS
DISTRICT
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Of continuing concern are two bills before the Illinois General Assembly that were mentioned in the
previous update. One of these is HB 4867. It would amend the Illinois Human Rights Act to make it
unlawful for an employer to discriminate against employees for reproductive health decisions the
employees make, including deciding to have an abortion. Could it be that churches or church-related
schools or charities would not be able to require that employees refrain from killing their own children
via abortion? Furthermore, could a Pregnancy Resource Center be curtailed in its ability to have only
employees who support its mission?

The other bill previously mentioned is SB 3499, which would create “the End-of-Life Options for
Terminally I1l Patients Act.” This would legitimatize certain terminally 1ll patients to ask their doctors
to prescribe “‘aid-in-dying medication” to be self-administered by the patient. Since patients would
take the fatal dose themselves, the bill insists that this is not assisted suicide — even though they would
require the assistance of a physician in prescribing the drug and they would end their own lives by
taking it. The slight-of-hand regarding what to call this is significant, since the state already has laws on
the books for suicide prevention and since insurance companies will think differently of death due to
“terminal illness’ than they would of ““suicide.”

Here are some other currently pending bills about which you may wish to contact your legislators.
Quotations below are from a summary provided by Illinois Right to Life Action.

HB 5239 would keep the state of Illinois from providing information or spending time to assist
interstate investigations that seek to impose civil or criminal liability upon someone “for the provision,
or seeking of an inquiry about reproductive health care products or services (abortion).” In other
words, the state government would not cooperate with other States in their civil or criminal
investigations dealing with illegal abortions in their States or human trafficking of minors. Human
traffickers will be more interested in bringing their victims to Illinois for abortions and possible
continued abuse.

HB 4112 and SB 2639 provide for an expansion in the requirements made of insurance plans, so these
plans would pay for In Vitro Fertilization (IVF). More IVF will lead to more destruction of live human
embryos.

HB 5142 and SB 3665 would amend the Illinois Insurance code to require insurers to cover “all
services for pregnancy, postpartum, and newborn care that are rendered by perinatal doulas or licensed
certified professional midwives, including home births, home visits, and support during labor,
abortion, or miscarriage.” The problem here is the inclusion of abortion. If pro-life legislators oppose
this bill because it includes abortion, will their political opponents hold them up to criticism for failing
to support midwives and doulas?

https:/www.cidlems.ore/ministry-human-care-christian-citizenship.html
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One Month Bible Reading Plan

Most people professing faith in Jesus have never completely read their Bible. Many people start reading the Bible but
then become overwhelmed by the number of chapters (1,189) and verses (31,102) there are. What we don't realize is
that we can read the Bible in a year by reading fewer than four chapters a day. Every month we will post the “reading
schedule” in the Newsletter, for three years. This structured approach of reading Scripture brings a fresh approach to
each day’s reading, while providing a clearer understanding of the Bible’s larger message.

Tips on Reading the Bible Daily

1. Start reading the Bible today — there is no better time than now!

2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Feel free to use any time that works
consistently for you. If you miss a day, just make it up (don’t give up); habits both good and bad are formed easily.

3. Read the Bible for the sake of leaming, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God
before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words

you read!

1

Leviticus
25:18-46

2

Leviticus
25:47-26:13

3

Leviticus
26:14-46

4

Leviticus
27:1-34

8

9

Numbers
3:40-4:20

10

11

12

Numbers
6:1-27

13

Numbers
7:1-35

14

Numbers
7:36-65

15

Numbers
7:66-8:4

16

Numbers
8:5-26

17

Numbers
9:1-23

18

Numbers
10:1-36

19

Numbers
11:1-30

20

Numbers
11:31-13:16

21

Numbers
13:17-14:10

22

Numbers
14:11-38

23

Numbers
14:39-15:21

24

Numbers
15:22-41

25

Numbers
16:1-24

26

Numbers
16:25-50

27

Numbers
17:1-18:7

28

Numbers
18:8-32

29

Numbers
19:1-22

30

Numbers
20:1-29

31

Numbers
21:1-20




CALENDAR

May 2024

Friendship
Lutheran Church of @

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Men’s
Bible
Study 7am
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9am Men’s
Worship* Bible
Study 7am
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9am Elizabeth Council Men’s
Worship | Circle 10am | Meeting Bible
Mother’s & _ 7 pm Study 7am
Day Women in
the Word
Bible Study
6pm
19 20 21 049) 23 24 25
9am Men’s Newsletter
Worship* Bible Items Due
LWML Study 7am
Meeting
26 27 28 29 30 31
9am Memorial Men’s Prayer
Worship Day Bible Shawl
Study 7am | 6:30 pm

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.

Weekly Bulletin Information: If you have items for the weekly bulletin, please submit to the office by
Wednesday of each week to officemanager@friendshiplutheran.com.
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Thank You

From your FLCJ Council Chairman:

Thank you to all who volunteered your time, brought in food, and
helped with services this spring. Your contributions made Easter and
the season of Lent a source of joyful fellowship!

Thank you!
Kyle




WATCH YOUR INBOXES FOR A NEW SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY
COMING SOON!

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

Please continue to watch our worship services on
You Tube & our website.
Be sure to P.T.O. (Pass This On)

Friendship Luthgfap .«

Church o

3601 S. Dunc
Champaign, IL 61822

217-355-0454

Pastoral Care
Pastor Glen Triplett
pastorglen@friendshiplutheran.com .
ill 9:00 a.m. Service
4 Staff
| Kathy Reifsteck—Church Secretary
_ officemanager@friendshiplutheran.com

THE I (Office hours 9:00-2:00

LUTHERAN Monday, Tuesday & Thursday)

CHURCH Visit the Internet! Holy Communion is offered on the
ISit us on the ‘nternet’ 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month .
MISSOURI www.friendshiplutheran.com

SYNOD

OUR MISSION:
To ﬂo«;{d&/ connect people to Christ and His family.
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

3601 S. Duncan Road
Champaign, IL 61822

Rev. Glen Triplett



