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From the Pastor’s Desk
Who knew that the spring of 2020
was going to bring such a bizarre
set of experiences? All of these
unique experiences should serve as
an important reminder to everyone.
We should be prepared for the
normal challenges that come along
with this earthly experience, as well
as looking at trends that could affect
us in the future. For instance, who
could envision that our homes would
become our workplaces, our
schools, and even our houses of
worship?

don’t know what I am talking about,
go and watch our services on
YouTube or Facebook.

As God’s people, we are connected
to Christ and one another no matter
how far or how long we are prisoners of socially distancing. We are
sad to announce that our services
can only be accessed online
through the end of May. We encourage you to continue watching and
sharing these videos on whatever
social networks you use. These videos present an easy way to share
How long will you be able to do your your faith with those within your
job in your P.J.’s? How long can you social circles. We would love to hear
keep your kids focused on schoolhow you have shared the videos
work when there are literally thouand who may be seeing them. We
sands of distractions (same for
do know that they have been seen
working from home, just saying),
in at least 9 states and 2 countries.
and how long can you remain
If you don’t share them from the
focused on being part of the life of
Friendship page or YouTube, we
the Church when you are not
have no idea how to best utilize this
allowed to participate in person?
new resource.
It is easy for our vision to be
obscured and our foresight can be
GREAT NEWS!!!
very limited if we are not focused
We are proud of Tyler Arends and
on things that are proven to be
all of the hard work that he has
trustworthy.
done to satisfy the demanding
academic work that it takes to be
“
For I know the plans I have for ordained and called. We will conyou, declares the Lord, plans for tinue to pray for both Tyler and
welfare and not for evil, to give the congregation which he will
you a future and a
serve. That congregation now has
hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).
a name! Join us in celebrating
Tyler’s call to serve as pastor at
We may not be able to look into the Trinity Lutheran Church in
future, but our Lord knows what the Guyman, OK. Stay tuned for
future holds and more importantly,
ordination information as it
He who holds time in His hands,
becomes available.
also holds each one of us near and
dear to His heart. As we saw in this Blessings,
past Sunday’s Gospel reading, Je- Pastor Triplett
sus comes to us, to comfort us to
sustain us, to be with us. If you
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Mission News
Today’s Mission News it is taken from Robert Morgan’s book “100 Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by Heart.” Our verse today concerns The Great Commission and Our
Global Task. Matthew 28:19 says “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” There are five components
in this verse:
His Power -- We are authorized to go with the full backing of Christ’s unlimited power
and authority.
His Purpose – We are to make disciples. A disciple is someone who confesses Christ
as Lord, is growing in the Word, and is fully committed to His purpose of making
other disciples.
His Place – Our place of ministry is the world and especially for our church, the Ivory
Coast.
His Plan is Discipleship -- This involves two steps, the baptizing and teaching.
Baptizing implies sharing the gospel and helping others to understand and receive it
and teaching them to observer everything Christ has commanded you. Discipleship
isn’t just a matter of book learning, but a lifestyle transformation.
His Presence – Jesus ends His commission by promising His presence. Jesus is the
unseen Partner in all our efforts for His Kingdom today.
Our church is involved in carrying out the Great Commission by our support of Pascal
and Mary, native missionaries serving in the Ivory Coast. Even though we are not hosting
“Mission Sunday” at this time, I want to encourage you to continue your monthly support of
them. Also, continue to pray for fruitfulness in their ministry, as well as health and safety.
Remember to pray for growth in the new Baoule church. The last we heard, they had 15
believers. Thank you so very much.
David Livingstone said, “If a commission by an earthly king is considered an honor, how
can a commission by a Heavenly King be considered a sacrifice? God bless you all!
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Elders’ Corner
In April we celebrated the atoning work of Jesus who won for us victory over sin, death and the
devil with His body and blood on the cross. His death has given us life and on the third day He
rose again for the purpose of signaling to us that this victory is complete and that we, too, may
share in His resurrection to eternal life and return to God, the Father. Jesus invites all to share
in the eternal unity found in the blessed Trinity. In this month of May, we celebrate the time
between the resurrection, Jesus’ ascension to heaven, and concludes with the Day of
Pentecost on May 31.
In June we will further consider the implications of Pentecost and what that means for both the
Church that Jesus instituted and its members. All of this, of course, is predicated or established
on the authority of the Scriptures known as the Bible. That authority is demonstrated in
2 Timothy 3:16 - 17, which reads:
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work. (NIV)
The authority and everything we need to know about God is found at the very beginning of the
Bible.
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. (Genesis 1:1-3a ESV)
Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Here, the Bible tells us
that God is, that He creates, and He speaks. That is the basis for everything that follows.
John 1:1 tells us who Jesus is, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” John 1:1 speaks of Christ’s preexistence; “In the beginning was
the Word.” It also speaks of His coexistence; “And the Word was with God.” It also speaks of
His divine existence: “And the Word was God.”

John 1:14 tells us what Jesus is, “The Word became flesh and took up residence among us.
We observed His Glory, the Glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth.”
John 3:16 tells us why Jesus came, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” (ESV)
Ephesians 2:8-9 gives us the source of salvation. “For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one
can boast.
Ephesians 2:10 tells us the earthly purpose of our salvation. “For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” In
doing the good works which God has prepared, we find our purpose which is to carry on the
ministry of Jesus.
Read it and enjoy.
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Stewardship
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Stewardship, cont’d.
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One Month Bible Reading Plan
Most people professing faith in Jesus have never completely read their Bible. Many people start reading the Bible but then become overwhelmed by the number of chapters (1,189) and verses (31,102)
there are. What we don’t realize is that we can read the Bible in a year by reading fewer than four
chapters a day. Every month we will post the “reading schedule” in the Newsletter. This structured
approach of reading Scripture brings a fresh approach to each day’s reading, while providing a clearer
understanding of the Bible’s larger message.
Tips on Reading the Bible Daily
1. Start reading the Bible today — there is no better time than now!
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Feel free to use any time
that works consistently for you. If you miss a day, just make it up (don’t give up); habits both good
and bad are formed easily.
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short
prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then
be refreshed by the words you read!
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

`

Friday

Saturday

1

2

1 Chron 16:119:9

1 Chron. 19:1023:11

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 Chron. 23:1226:19

1 Chron. 26:2029:19

1 Chron. 29:2030; 2 Chron. 1:14:10

2 Chron. 4:117:22

2 Chron. 8:111:12

2 Chron. 11:1315:19

2 Chron. 16:120:13

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

2 Chron. 20:1424:14

2 Chron. 24:1528:27

2 Chron. 29-31

2 Chron. 32:135:19

2 Chron. 35:2036:23; Ezra 1-3

Ezra 4-7

Ezra 8-18;
Nehemiah 1

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Nehemiah 2-5

Nehemiah 6:18:8

Nehemiah 8:911:21

Nehemiah 11:22
-13:22

Nehemiah 13:23
-31; Esther 1-4

Esther 5-10

Job 1:1-5:16

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Job 5:17-8:22

Job 9:1-12:12

Job 12:13-16:10

Job 16:11-20:11

Job 20:12-24:12

Job 24:13-29:13

Job 29:14-32:10

31
Job 32:11-35:16
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In Our Prayers
The Power of Prayer















Tyler Arends and Trinity Lutheran Church, Guyman, OK
Friends of members: Kevin — Beverly — Heidi
Prayers of healing for Donna
Prayers of comfort and strength for Bryan, Austin and Mandi
Prayers of comfort and strength for Katie
Prayers of peace and comfort for Jacquie Voeks’ neighbors’ best friends whose son was killed in
service to our country; prayers of strength for another friend of Jacquie’s who is facing a kidney
transplant; prayers of healing and peace for Jacquie
Prayers of healing and comfort for Rory and Kim Eveland
Church
LCMS Synod, Districts, Members and Pastors
Church members
Those who have yet to believe
All who travel
Country, state, and local governments
All who serve (first responders, military, police, fire, EMTs)

Celebrations
May Anniversaries
7 Dale & Kristina Wright
18 Richard & Suzan Armstrong
18 John & Fay Drews

May Birthdays
1
June Bauman
2
Lisa Hellmer
4
Nicholas Hellmer
7
Elizabeth Paulsrud
8
Gayle Zuehls
9
Kristen Allen
11
Donna Courtright
11
Aaron Penick
12
Jacob Clark
17
Sarah Ashwill
21
Caitlin Drake
25
Luke Armstrong
31
Ashtyn Hurliman

May Baptism Birthdays
Luke Armstrong, Kendra Brach, Mia Drake, John Drews,
Hugo Feugen, Jean Hagen, Lisa Hellmer, Peyton Hurliman,
Hazel Hutchison, Andrew Johnson, Leslie Miller,
John Morris, Andrew Paulsrud, Elizabeth Paulsrud,
Annabelle Pearman, Mindy Piper,
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1. You’re never, ever alone .
2. Nothing takes Him by surprise .

3. When you’re weak , He’s strong.
4. He’s the God of new beginnings.
5. His love never gives up on us.

Trust in Him
to carry you through .

Friendship Lutheran
Church of
3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Pastor Glen Triplett

pastorglen@friendshiplutheran.com

Staff

Sally Nourie - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-2:00
Monday—Thursday)
Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

OUR MISSION:

To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.
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