February 2020

From the Pastor’s Desk
Kingdom Building Through Fellowship

(Acts 1:15), praying and participating together as a disciple-making, evangelistic
Christ-centered fellowship communities
community. The disciples continued to
are the core of the Church and its mission. build the faith community as they chose
Jesus called 12 disciples into a fellowship Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy
community with Him. These disciples
Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and
brought others– friends, family, coworkNicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and
ers, and neighbors to Jesus, creating an
Nicolaus …and the number of the
even larger community of believers. Jesus disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem.
then sent 72 disciples out, two by two, to
(Acts 6:7)
share the Good News and the kingdom of
God (Luke 10:1). Many of Christ’s follow- As the church grew, Christs’ disciples,
ers became active in missional community including Paul, built Christ-centered
with Him because someone was connect- communities out of households of faith.
ed to them. They invited, encouraged and Spirit-inspired believers came together to
mentored them as a disciple of Jesus.
worship in community. Today, healthy,
Many became spiritual game changers for thriving, growing churches demonstrate
the lives of others; John the Baptizer
this same missional outreach, as good
pointed to Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of
neighbors sharing the Good News of
God!” Andrew heard John, believed, and
Christ. And you can too! Use your own
invited his brother Peter (John 2:35-45).
creativity to make our community (church)
Andrew brought Peter, and Philip brought an inviting, welcoming environment where
Nathaniel. They saw Jesus at work in their people not only can, but DO connect and
community and they went to work using
become immersed in this community
cultural, current, and common communiwhere it is still all about Jesus, all the
cation to engage in conversations that
time!
changed lives for eternity. These followers
of Jesus reached out to their neighbors
Prayer:
and their missional communities grew.
Heavenly Father, help me to help others
They came. They saw. They followed.
see Jesus here in our community of faith.
They invited others into their community I pray that You would open my heart and
of followers of Jesus. They used what
my mouth to intentionally share Your love
they had and who they were to invite peo- with those around me, so that I may be
ple from their communities to also become faithful to the cause of spreading Your
disciples of/for Christ. Fishermen sought
Good News to be heard and seen in me
fishermen; tax collectors to tax collectors, and here at Friendship Lutheran Church
women to women, neighbors to neighbors of Joy. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
- encouraging, inviting and engaging each
other in their respective communities to be
in community with Christ. As the early
Christian community came together after
the ascension, there were 120 men and
women in this missional fellowship
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Elders Corner
CHRISTIAN FAITH
Are you a Christian and one of Jesus’ sheep?
Do you follow Jesus? What is it to believe and be
saved? – (John 10:27-30)

3rd:
Now when we go to God in prayer, we first
go through Jesus to be washed clean of our recent
sins and then with our prayers, we can approach
God who cannot be in the presence of sin. When
To believe, you have to know who Jesus is, and
then let your life be a witness for Jesus. We learn we repent, we pray through Jesus and our sins are
who Jesus Christ is by reading the Bible; both Old forgiven and we are free to be God’s children
again. We must repent each day and pray for
Testament and New Testament. Page 5 has a
reading schedule for reading the entire Bible in one forgiveness. The Lord’s prayer (Matt 6:9-14) is a
wonderful daily prayer. Pray each petition from
year. Our baptism connects us to Jesus. But
because we have original sin from Adam and Eve, your own heart with meaning and be assured of
the Lord’s presence.
we have to repent of all our sins, intentional and
unintentional sins and read the Bible.
May God Bless you today and always.
Jesus is our only hope of salvation today so we can
live with God forever.
1st:
Jesus was conceived by God the Father to
be made man; and He was not subject to the
original sin of Adam and Eve. Therefore, Jesus did
grow up as a man, born of Mary his mother, without
sin. So, how could he avoid sin in our cruel world?
Being God from His Father, He had God’s power
over Satan and therefore could not be over
powered by temptation from Satan, (Jesus in the
wilderness being tempted by Satin, -- Matt. 4:1-11)
and when Jesus’ started his ministry in Nazareth,
the people did not believe that their next door
neighbor was God and wanted to kill him. Being
God with power over Satin, Jesus walked through
the crowd and left Nazareth, (Jesus rejected at
Nazareth, --Luke 4:14-30).

2nd: When Jesus’ ministry was complete,
He went to Jerusalem and gave Himself up to be
crucified for our sins, (Jesus arrested, -- John 18:111). As a man, He died on the cross and was in
the tomb 3 days. Jesus’ blood was shed for our
sins on the cross to wash us clean of sin. Being a
sinless man, His blood is sufficient to pay for all our
past and future sins. After three days, God raised
Jesus from the tomb and after being seen by many
over 40 days, Jesus ascended into heaven to sit
on the right hand of God the Father.
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Mission News
The annual report of 2019 work and expenses for Pascal has been received.
About the Church
472 have been in attendance
320 have acknowledged faith in Jesus and are baptized
15 new baptisms of the Baoule tribe who have completed and
understand the 21 lessons presented
15 key leaders
58 people tithe
About Local Church Contributions
Offerings
Tithes
Volunteer help for Baoule church building
Total local income

$ 585
$ 773
$ 520
$ 1878

Expenses
Electricity
Chairs for the church
Renovation of church
Church programs
Baoule community church
(Financial aid from Friendship)
Twelve months of salary
For a motorcycle
Transportation
Total expenses

$
$
$
$
$

300
200
120
700
550

$ 1,908
$ 1,500
$ 200
$ 5,478

Praise GOD for the great privilege to have your help to fulfill God’s calling. Pray for God’s grace
to win more souls. In 2019 Pascal’s church had a total budget of $5,478. Our church gave
$3,600, and his church gave $1,878. That is wonderful. We can see them taking responsibility
for their own churches. Thank you for your faithfulness and thank GOD for the 320 people who
have been brought into God’s kingdom. It is wonderful to see Christianity among the Baoule
people who had not heard the gospel before. Our GOD is good to allow us to be a part of His
work of growing His church in the Ivory Coast.
February Mission Sunday will be on the 16th, the third Sunday of the month and two days after
Valentine’s Day. We will feature homemade pies. Please bring your favorite pie to donate
and plan to take home a delicious dessert for your family.

LWML
Friendship’s LWML will meet on Sunday, February 9 right after church. We will be hosting the
Zone Rally this fall, so much preparation is in progress.
Keep saving those mites as we have more Grants to be paid. Featured this month is $5,000 for
the “Lutheran Laymen League Booth at the Illinois State Fair.” These funds will be used to
purchase Christian books for children and Bibles as well as Lutheran Hour Ministry booklets.
Please pray that God provides the necessary materials and people to bring more of His children
to faith.
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Please join us

ASH WEDNESDAY
Service February 26 at 7:00 p.m.
Light dinner at 5:30 p.m.

On behalf of the Lutheran Early Response Team, we would like to thank you for all your
support. We would not be where we are today without volunteers like yourself. Thank you!
The Lutheran Early Response Team is now beginning to schedule basic LERT and
CHAINSAW training sessions for 2020. If you are interested in scheduling one of these
trainings for your congregation, please contact the CID office at (217)793-1802
(cid@cidlcms.org) or Stephen Born (217)220-0162 (bornstephen@yahoo.com).
If you are interested in attending a training, please watch
http://www.cidlcms.org/news.html for the most up to date information.
LERT has held 9 trainings in 2018-2019.
These trainings resulted in:
158 LERT volunteers
27 chainsaw trained volunteers
LERT also responded to 7 natural disasters!
2018:
Watseka Flood, Hurricane Harvey and Michael, and Taylorville Tornado
2019:
Watseka Tornado and Grafton Flood
Without your help, this response would not be possible. Become a member of the LERT
Response Team today!!
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One Month Bible Reading Plan
Most people professing faith in Jesus have never completely read their Bible. Many people start reading the Bible but then become overwhelmed by the number of chapters (1,189) and verses (31,102)
there are. What we don’t realize is that we can read the Bible in a year by reading fewer than four
chapters a day. Every month we will post the “reading schedule” in the Newsletter. This structured
approach of reading Scripture brings a fresh approach to each day’s reading, while providing a clearer
understanding of the Bible’s larger message.
Tips on Reading the Bible Daily
1. Start reading the Bible today — there is no better time than now!
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Feel free to use any time
that works consistently for you. If you miss a day, just make it up (don’t give up); habits both good
and bad are formed easily.
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short
prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then
be refreshed by the words you read!

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Lev. 5-7

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Lev. 8:1-11:8

Lev. 11:913:39

Lev. 13:4014:57

Lev. 15:118:18

Lev. 18:1921:24

Lev. 22-23

Lev. 24:126:13

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Lev. 26:1427:34;
Num. 1:1-41

Num. 1:423:32

Num. 3:335:22

Num. 5:237:59

Num. 7:6010:10

Num. 10:1113:16

Num. 13:1715:21

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Num. 15:2216:50

Num. 17-20

Num. 21-23

Num. 24:126:34

Num. 26:3528:31

Num. 29:131:47

Num. 31:4833:56

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Num. 34-36;
Deut. 1:1-15

Deut. 1:163:29

Deut. 4:1-6:15

Deut. 6:169:21

Deut. 9:2212:32

Deut. 13:116:8
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In Our Prayers

The Power of Prayer














Church
Church members
Those who have yet to believe
Prayers for comfort and good choices for Christiaan and Marina
Prayer of healing for Bernice
Prayers for Austin & Mandi leaving for Air Force
Prayers for Kelli
Prayers of healing & comfort for Cris Schmidt
Prayers for Eric who is in Canada for work
All who travel
Country, state, and local governments
All who serve (first responders, military, police, fire, EMTs)

Celebrations

February Birthdays
4
Nancy Carter
6
Kendra Brach
6
Devon Miller
7
Hazel Hutchison
8
Jon Fisher
9
Carol Mathis
10
Blanche Stoller
11
Tripper Carter
11
Vanessa Levan
11
Tina Clark
14
Jean Hagen
15
Mia Drake
16
Bruce Paulsrud
19
Annabelle Pearman
22
Roger Clapp
25
Kristin Weatherford
26
Hugo Feugen
27
Brooke Miller

February Baptism Birthdays
Beth Annin, Dee Blaine, Pam Chandler, Ryan Drake,
Christiaan Feugen, Scott Johnson, Juliana Mehlan,
Devon Miller, Lona Oostdyk, Layla Pearman, Peg Peterson,
Mel Reitmeier, Emma Reitmeier, Ed Stoller
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

9:00 am Service*

11:30 am
Elizabeth Circle

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:00 pm Elders

6:00 pm Praise
Team

9

10

11

12

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:00 pm Council

6:00 pm Praise
Team

18

19

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study
7:00 pm Service

6:00 pm Praise
Team

25
7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study
7:00 pm Service

9:00 am Service
10:00 am LWML

16

17

Mission Sunday
9:00 am Service*

11:30 am
Elizabeth Circle

23

24

9:00 am Service

6

7

8

Valentine Love
Celebration
Party, 7:00 pm

13

14

15

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

5:30 p.m. dinner
7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday
service

6:30 pm Prayer
Shawl

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.
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Friendship Lutheran
Church of
3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Pastor Glen Triplett

pastorglen@friendshiplutheran.com

Staff

Sally Nourie - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-2:00
Monday—Thursday)

Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

9:00 a.m. Blended Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School &
Bible Studies
________________________

Holy Communion is offered on the
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month .

OUR MISSION:

To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.
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