June 2019

From the Pastor’s Desk
“If you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom be like
the noonday. The Lord will guide
you continually, and satisfy your
needs in parched places, and make
your bones strong; and you shall be
like a watered garden, like a spring
of water, whose waters never
fail.” (Isaiah 58:10-11)

simply for the sake of others
without the expectation of a reward.
Our reward has already been
secured by the sacrifice of God’s
only Son, our Lord, on the cross.
Rather, the take away from this
passage from Isaiah teaches us
that serving others is good for our
Spiritual Health. As we serve, we
will find ourselves diving more
deeply into our faith. We will find
ourselves caring more for one
We are stronger when we serve
another in deeper, more connective
one another. The book of Isaiah is ways when we follow more faithfully
best known for its prophecies
and fully the command and
concerning the coming messiah,
example set forth by Jesus to love
but this little passage from Isaiah
one another. This is what it means
speaks of how God’s people should to have your light “rise in the
threat their neighbors. We should darkness.” Let your light shine
give food to the hungry and seek to before others. So let us seek and
lift up those who are afflicted in any serve! We do it not because we
way. When we do this, when we
expect anything in return, but
build others up - we will find
because we truly wish to benefit
ourselves becoming stronger, too! others with the redeeming love and
bread of life that has satisfied our
As we nourish others God will
souls. Along the way, we will find
nourish us like a well-watered
ourselves growing into more loving
garden. This does not mean that
people. All of this will result in our
God somehow rewards us
lights growing brighter and brighter,
whenever we do something good.
thereby attracting others to join us
If we give money to the poor, we
in our joy – filled faith journey, that
should not expect to find a check
begins and finds its fulfillment
from God the next morning in the
entirely in the grace of God, alone.
mail. The Bible is not suggesting
that a system of karma or what
Grace, Peace, Mercy,
goes around-comes around is in
Love and Joy,
play. We cannot and do not earn
Pastor
God’s favor. He already loves you
and has already blessed you with
His forgiveness and grace. We
know that we should be doing good
1

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Elders Corner

2

Mission News
LWML

3-4

A Sunday School

5

In Our Prayers
Celebrations

6

Calendar

7

Mission Statement
Church Information

8

Elder’s Corner
Listening:
The Word of God and Prayer
2 Timothy 3:16
All scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking,
for correcting, for training in righteousness.
The Bible is chock-full of verses attesting to its inspiration, authority, infallibility, and
usefulness. Perhaps the best new testament text on this subject are 2 Timothy 3:16, above
and 2 Peter 1:21, (For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit). Peter says, in effect, that no passage in
the Bible came about by a prophet’s own origination, but the writers of Scripture spoke as they
were moved (borne along) by the Holy Spirit. Timothy tells us that all Scripture is inspired
(breathed out) by God and therefore of immense usefulness in our lives.
Notice the chapter/verse location, 2Timothy 3:16. There’s a remarkable correspondence between 2 Timothy 3:16 and John 3:16 (For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life). The two
forces have more in common and their “street address” of 3:16.
John 3:16 talks about the Savior, and 2 Timothy 3:16 talks about the Scriptures.
These two entities comprise of the two greatest gifts ever bestowed on humanity.
Both are called “The Word.”
One is the living Word, and the other is the written Word. The scriptures are both fully
human and fully divine.
Both are utterly unique. Jesus is like no other person the world has ever seen, and the
Bible is like no other book the world has ever read.
Jesus was both fully human and fully divine. He came down from heaven yet made His
appearance through the instrumentality of human beings who were inspired and
carried along by the Holy Spirit.
Just as the Savior is without sin, the Scriptures are without error.
Just as the Savior has a dual nature, the Scriptures have a dual nature.
The Savior is the God-Man, and the Scriptures are from both God and man.
The Savior came to save us, and the scriptures were given to tell us how to be saved.
The Bible is Jesus in print, and Jesus is the personification and fulfillment of the
Scriptures. Therefore, we see the connection between the Living God and the Living
Word of God.
Other Great 3:16s of the New Testament Include the Following:
Luke 3:16 ---The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 3:16 --- The Holy Spirit’s Indwelling
Ephesians 3:16 --- The Holy Spirit’s Strengthening
Colossians 3:16 --- The Imbedded Word
2 Thessalonians 3:16 --- The All-Encompassing Peace of God
1 Timothy 3:16 --- The Uniqueness of Christ
1 John 3:16 --- The Power of Love
Revelation 3:16 --- The Danger of Lukewarm Love
(Taken from “100 BIBLE VERSES everyone should know by heart”, by Robert J. Morgan)
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Mission News
In the month of March new churches were
planted in five new villages by Reaching the
Unreached missionaries. One church was in the
Ivory Coast among the Baoule communities by
Pascal. The Baoule people are strong idol
worshippers. The village was suffering from a
water shortage. The women had to walk 4 kilometers to another village for water. Pascal came to
their village and held three days of meetings.
After the meetings were over, God sent rain. The
next day, the village chief invited Pascal to come
for more prayer nights in the village. The village
chief’s brother was healed so he could walk after
four years on crutches and now there are 225 new
converts who are being discipled by Pascal on a
weekly basis.
Our God is wonderful!!

The 74th Annual Convention of the Central
Illinois District of the LWML was held in
Danville in April.
The following Mission Grants were chosen
for 2019-2020:
1) Student Aid for Church Workers $ 30,000
2) 22 Dinners-Kare 9 Military Ministry,
Auburn, IL
3,600
3) Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty,
Washington DC
5,000
4) Bibles for Critically Ill Children and
Teens, Springfield
1,000
5) Internships for CUC Churchwork
Students
17,000
6) “With God’s Little Ones” Ankepaka,
Madagascar
2,500
7) Lutheran Laymen League Booth,
Illinois State Fair
5,000
8) Creating a Lutheran Library for
East African Pastors
5,000
9) Crossing the Gap Ministry
2,000
10) Providing “Connect to Disciple”
Workshops
7,500

Easter has reminded us how Jesus gave
Himself up for us, to redeem us from wickedness
and to purify for Himself a people that are His very
own, eager to do what is good. May we too be
willing to give of our shelves to further the kingdom
of God. The spirit of God is certainly at work in
Africa, through our Reaching the Unreached
missionaries. Villages are being evangelized as
God opens the doors.
Mission Sunday in June will be on the
9th. We will again have Panera bread. Thank you
so much for your faithful support. This has
certainly been the most exciting and fruitful time for
Pascal and for Reaching The Unreached.
Please also continue to pray for more villages to
be reached and for these tribes to be trained to
reach others for Christ.

We will be collecting mites in June to help fund
these important projects. There will be a basket
by the church office.
Friendship’s next LWML meeting will be on June
12 at 7:00 p.m. We will have a devotion, Bible
Study, and a short business meeting.
Won’t you join us?
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Mission News, cont’d.

4

A Sunday School

In the Bible Jesus made it clear how he felt about children.
He said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not prevent them,
for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.” Showing His
love for children, “He took the children in His arms and blessed
them.”
Friendship Lutheran is blessed to have children in their midst. Although the attendance in
Sunday School is currently low, recent Church attendance indicates there is potential for more
children to attend in late August or early September, when we resume classes. During the summer months a committee will research the Christian programs available that will coincide with the
teachings of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.
Plans are not complete, but Sunday School Classes will be divided according to age, grade,
and ability. Every effort will be made to accommodate all ages through high school. Added this
year will be a class for nursery and two year old children, and parent or caregiver. Sarajane Annin
will be the leader.
What is the need for Friendship’s Sunday School? That answer is simple. Needed are
volunteers (male or female) who love children and are willing to spend an hour with them each
Sunday. You do not need to be a certified teacher. If you don’t want to teach full time, you can
partner with another person and team-teach.
Please prayerfully consider joining the Sunday School Staff . If you have questions, please
contact Blanche Stoller and/or Sarajane Annin .
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In Our Prayers
The Power of Prayer









Prayers for the family of Peg Francisco, whose mother, Jeanine Allen, passed away May 9th at the Gifford
Nursing Home.
Prayers for Barb Beth, who fell and broke her hip and is recovering from surgery.
Prayers of comfort for Sean and his family at the passing of his father. Prayers for Sarah. (Tami)
Prayers for the opportunity for Tami Gentil to share her gifts granted by God with potential employers.
Pray for my friend, Kathy, who is having open-heart surgery. (Hazel)
Pray for Beth’s cold to get better.
Please pray for our sister in Christ, Lori’s brother, David who is very ill. (Jacquie)

Celebrations
June Birthdays
3
5
5
7
10
11
12
13
14
17
21
27
29

Al Hagen
Garrett Oostdyk
Taylor Waller
Kristen Morris
Mae Ryherd
Isaac Armstrong
Eric Rodzen
Ron Courtright
Dave Madigan
Scott Currid
Fay Drews
Elmer Zuehls
Sarajane Annin

June Baptism Birthdays
Isaac Armstrong, Sarah Ashwill, Clara Chandler,
Jacob Clark, Jenna Clark, Joshua Clark, Erin Dillon,
Justine Hellmer, Nicholas Hellmer, Kristen Morris,
Nancy Morris, Aaron Penick, Duane Ryherd,
Mae Ryherd, Taylor Waller, Kristin Weatherford,
Gayle Zuehls
June Anniversaries
6/6
Ron & Jean Sexton
6/16
Terry & Becky Howard
6/16
Terry & Sharon Rohlfing
6/17
Dave & Nikelle Miller
6/17
Mark & Mindy Piper
6/19
Ed & Blanche Stoller
6/20
Ron & Allison Arends
6/23
Robert & Diane Greer
6/26
Bruce & Tracie Paulsrud
6/28
Roger & Peggy Francisco
6/29
Duane & Mae Ryherd
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm Elders
6:00 pm Praise Team
6:30 pm Summer
Choir

10

11

12

11:30 am
Elizabeth Circle

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:00 pm Council

6:00 pm Praise Team
6:30 pm Summer
Choir
7:00 pm LWML

17

18

19

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm Praise Team
6:30 pm Summer
Choir

9:00 am Service*

9
Mission Sunday
9:00 am Service

16
Trinity Sunday
Father’s Day
9:00 am Service*

23

24

25

26

9:00 am Service

11:30 am
Elizabeth Circle

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm Praise Team
6:30 pm Summer
Choir

30
9:00 am Service*

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.
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6

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

6:30 Prayer Shawl

Friendship Lutheran
Church of
3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454

“Father’s Day Funnies”
Teacher (on phone): You say Michael has a cold and can’t come
to school today? To whom am I speaking?
Voice: This is my father.

Pastoral Care
Pastor Glen Triplett

pastorglen@friendshiplutheran.com

Son: For $20, I’ll be good.
Dad: Oh yeah? When I was your age, I was good for nothing.

Staff

Sally Nourie - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-2:00
Monday—Thursday)

Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

Four men are in the hospital waiting room because their wives are
having babies. A nurse goes up to the first guy and says,
“Congratulations! You’re the father of twins.”
“That’s odd,” answers the man. “I work for the Minnesota Twins!”
A nurse says to the second guy, “Congratulations!
father of triplets!”
“That’s weird,” answers the second man.
Company!”

“I

You’re the

work for the 3M

A nurse tells the third man, “Congratulations! You’re the father of
quadruplets!”
“That’s strange,” he answers. “I work for the Four Seasons Hotel!”
The last man is groaning and banging his head against the wall.
“What’s wrong?” the others ask.
“I work for 7-Up!”

9:00 a.m. Blended Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible
Studies
________________________

Holy Communion is offered on the
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month .

Dear Dad,
$chool i$ great. I’m making lot$ of friend$ and $tudying hard.
I $imply can’t think of anything I need, $o ju$t $end me a card,
a$ I would love to hear from you.
Love, Your $on
Dear Son,
I kNOw astroNOmy, ecoNOmics and oceaNOgraphy are eNOugh
to keep even an hoNOr student busy. Do NOt forget that the
pursuit of kNOwledge is a NOble task, and you can never
study eNOugh.
Love, Dad

OUR MISSION:

To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.
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