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UPCOMING EVENTS





March 6—Ash Wednesday
March 10—Mission Sunday
March 12—LWML Meeting
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Fortunately for us God has perfect hearing.
He hears our prayers, even when they may
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BUDGET UPDATE
Offerings (Year-to-date)
Expenses (Year-to-date)

(1/1/2019-1/31/2019)
$ 21,077.50
$ 21,850.56

Council Update!
A few items the Council members are working on:
*Elevator repaired
*Mower serviced
*Roof replacement estimate
*Small groups going well
*AED training Mar. 9 9-11 am
*Pastor & Al attended Safety & Security seminar in Danville
*Jake’s Boys performed Feb. 24 followed by brunch potluck & a love offering of $400
*Discussing new member class, confirmation, Sunday School, etc.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please talk with a Council member, Pastor Triplett, or
an elder.

Elder’s Corner
“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2.Be
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3. Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” (Eph. 4:1-3)
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, Holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has
a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love,
which binds them all together in perfect unity.” (Colossians 3:12-14)
Shema Israel—”Hear, [O] Israel” — are the first two words in the Hebrew prayer known as “the Shema.”
They are found in Deuteronomy 6:4: “Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God the Lord is one!” The prayer was
central to the Jewish faith as the nation entered Canaan, a land filled with multitudes of gods. The Shema of the God of Israel was one God, not many. To violate that belief was to violate the integrity of the
Jewish faith.
There is one Body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one Hope when you were called; one Lord,
one Faith, one Baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in
all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6) To disrupt the unity of the body of Christ with dissention or anger is to violate
the integrity of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Because God is one, His people must be one in the
true unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.
Remember anyone who confesses Christ is a member of the body of Christ. So, as a member of the
body of Christ we are brothers and sisters together. As we celebrate the season of Lent, let us go forward with repentance and love in our hearts as we pray for one another in the name of Jesus Christ.
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LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Everything we have and everything we are is a gift of God’s providential care. We understand that we’re
not islands unto ourselves. We could not exist without those who have gone before us and those who
walk alongside us. God has given us forefathers in family, country, and faith. We are recipients of what
God worked through them. We know God provides for our well-being through these means.
He gives us farmers and ranchers so we can eat. But more than that, God created and gave us all the
things those farmers and ranchers cultivate. He gave us the corn, the beans, the wheat, the cows for
milking, the steers for grilling. He gave each of those things for our nourishment and sustenance. Without God creating and instilling in those things their taste, their nutritional value, etc., we would not exist.
God gives us doctors, surgeons, nurses, and hospitals. He gives us medicine and medical instruments,
and, of course, He gave us everything to make those medicines and medical instruments. He instilled in
those things the properties to be utilized for those purposes. Without God creating and instilling healing
properties into those things – and without God creating the ability within man to learn this and implement it to serve our medical needs – we would not enjoy the health we do now.
But there’s more. He gives us gainful employment through our employers and provides for the necessities of life through the labor of our hands:
“Then Moses said to the people of Israel, ‘See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with
knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze,
in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. And he has inspired him
to teach, both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan.’ ” (Exodus 35:30–34)

And one step back from that, He has created and given us hands, and attached to hands are arms with
strength. He created us with minds to make those arms and hands move and accomplish the work set
before us. And with that mind, He has given us reason and senses.
That mind, because of the reason God has instilled in it, is able to work through difficult problems before
we press those arms and hands into labor. It allows us to grapple with concepts and run through scenarios instead of having to experience every situation personally. It allows us to learn from the mistakes,
as well as from the accomplishments, of ourselves and others. This can be done for our entire body, all
our skills and talents, everything that makes us … us.
So, everything we have and everything we are is a gift from Him. This is what we confess in the First
Article of the Creed when we say that we “believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.”
But that is just the First Article of the Creed. We confess two more articles that deal with God’s provision
for our spiritual well-being. He sent his Son to die and be raised on the third day for our justification. He
delivers that justification through the means of grace (baptism, preaching and the Word of God, and the
Lord’s Supper). And to give you those means of grace, He gives pastors and teachers, etc. Literally
everything we have and everything we are in this life – and the next – is an inexpressible gift from God.
And it is for this, all of this, that we give thanks. And that is what stewardship is all about — giving
thanks for God’s provision for us. To give thanks is more than having an attitude of gratitude, more than
just a feeling in our hearts.
It is an action. It begins in the heart, but it doesn’t stay there. It works its way out through the mouth in
praise for God’s gifts and in love and charity through the hands to our neighbors in family, country, and
church.
“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him” (The Small Catechism, 16).
So give thanks to God for His inexpressible gifts — for everything we have and everything we are. Do
this not only in word but also in deed.
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Mission News
This past month I have been reflecting on the marvelous adventure with the Lord of sponsoring Pascal and Mary as native missionaries in the Ivory
Coast, Africa. In January, we marked our ninth full
year of this commitment. We have this wonderful
opportunity to make an eternal difference in the
lives of people who have not heard the gospel of
Christ proclaimed. We are working through the
ministry of “Reaching the Unreached.”

be a part of this ministry. Praise God and thank
you for your commitment for the Lord’s work.
We have raised $300 per month for Pascal and
Mary’s support. We are the only church supporting
them. Last year Pascal wrote his church had a
special collection and raised enough money to buy
20 chairs. It is good to see the people beginning to
take responsibility for their church. We will continue
to host our monthly mission Sundays to raise the
funding we need.

Pascal took his biblical training in Ghana, but
chose to go to the Ivory Coast as they speak
French there which is his language. There had
been no previous Christian influence in his village.
Today there is an established church of 70 members. They have built a church building which we
helped finance. In 2017, electricity was brought
into the town. We had a huge garage sale and
along with your generous contributions, we were
able to send an extra offering which allowed them
to hook up to the electricity. It also helped them to
build a well on their property. Since then the village
well has failed. It was broken down and filled with
snakes. Pascal has offered their well to be used by
the entire village. What a marvelous Christian outreach!

Matthew 28:19 says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” Not all of us can
go, but lets join together to be senders. Also
please remember to pray for our sister church to
be established and rooted in Christ. Pray hearts
will be opened to receive Christ, and pray for perseverance and strength for Pascal and Mary.
Mission Sunday this month will be March 10. We
will feature pies in honor of Pie Day. I would like to
request donations of pies from the congregation as
Panera goodies will not be available. Thank you for
your support of Pascal and Mary.

Pascal is also presently discipling 12 men to share
the gospel in surrounding villages. I know of at
least 5 house churches that have been established
through this. It has been a wonderful experience to

Mission Sunday will be March 10.
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Upcoming Events

Once again we will have potluck suppers on Wednesday evenings
during Lent (not including Ash Wednesday). Sign-up sheets will appear on the bulletin board by the church office. We will plan to eat
around 5:45.
The first supper will be on March 13th. Please sign up to bring soup,
salad, bread, or dessert.

As the LWML Calendar Year ends on March 31, it is again
time to send in mites. Please put your mites in the basket
provided or give them to Mae.
Also our group is to provide 12 packages of men’s boxer
shorts, size L, for the Ingathering at the District Convention.
Please bring these on or before the next LWML meeting,
which will be on Tuesday, March 12 at 7:00 p.m.
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In Our Prayers
The Power of Prayer








Prayers for Mindy Piper’s family, whose mother passed away on Monday, Feb. 25
Rev. Lucas Miller, recovering from stroke
Rev. Joe Bangert, recovering from blood clots in lungs
Rev. David Witt
LCMS Convention
Tami Gentil, Aaron Triplett, Casey Ellman: Employment Opportunities

Celebrations
March Birthdays
3/1
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/13
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/22
3/28
3/28
3/28
3/31

Andrew Johnson
Michelle Kaeding
Cole Lilly
Elizabeth Morris
Peyton Hurliman
Steven Ashwill
Gabriel Luhrsen
Al Morris
Davida Bluhm
Dee Blaine
Fionna Lilly
John Morris
Kelly Dennemann

March Baptism Birthdays
Ron Arends, Steven Ashwill, Jennifer Clapp,
Reagan Fisher, Lynn Kilber, Drew Levan,
Vanessa Levan, Cole Lilly, Bruce Paulsrud,
Blanche Stoller
March Anniversaries
3/5 Roger & Jean Clapp
3/14 Garrett & Lona Oostdyk
3/28 Scott & Kim Johnson
3/31 Paul & Peg Peterson
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

3

4

5

6

9:00 am service*

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study

Ash Wednesday
6:00 Elder Mtg.
6:00 Praise Team
7:00 Service

10

11

12

13

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study
6:00 Council Mtg.
7:00 LWML Mtg.

5:45 Potluck Supper
6:00 Praise Team
7:00 Service

9:00 am service
Mission Sunday

Thursday

7

9

21

22

23

29

30

9:00 am service*

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study

5:45 Potluck Supper
6:00 Praise Team
7:00 Service

24

25

26

27

28

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study

5:45 Potluck Supper
6:00 Praise Team
7:00 Service

6:30 Prayer Shawl

7

8

16

20

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.
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15

19

9:00 am service*

1

14

18

31

Saturday

9-11 am
CPR Training

17

9:00 am service

Friday

Friendship Lutheran
Church of
3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Pastor Glen Triplett

pastorglen@friendshiplutheran.com

Staff

Sally Nourie - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-2:00
Monday—Thursday)

Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

Coming Saturday, March 9th 9:00-11:00 am
CPR/AED Training
(Emergency Care and Safety Institute)
For our church and community
(*limited to 15 people)
When:
Saturday, March 9th
Time:
9:00-11:00 am
Where: Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy (lower level)
Cost:
$20.00 Upon completion, participants will receive a
completion card (good for 2 years); a personal CPR rescue kit,
gloves and clean up supplies.
Call the office to sign up: 217-355-0454

There are 3 more spots available.
Bring your payment to the class.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible
Studies
________________________

Holy Communion is offered on the
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month .

OUR MISSION:

To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.
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