February 2019

From the Pastor’s Desk
“What do you Lutherans Believe,
Anyway?”
A Couple of Notes on the Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel
A few days ago someone asked me, “So,
what is it that you Lutherans believe”? I
only had a couple of minutes, and I knew
I would probably never see this person
again. A question like this cuts out all the
extras and invites an often needed clarity. So, how would you answer this question? What would you say if a stranger
gave you five minutes to teach them what
we believe, teach and confess?
I'll tell you what I said, “Lutherans see
two distinct teachings from God in the
Scriptures: the Law and the Gospel.” The
Law shows us what God requires, and
because we do not and cannot keep the
law, the Law shows us that we are sinners. The Law convicts. The Gospel, on
the other hand, shows us what God has
done for us in Christ, in His suffering and
death, to win for us the forgiveness of our
sins. The Gospel saves. The Law of the
Lord and The Lord’s Gospel are both
needed and both are gifts from God.
This distinction between the Law and the
Gospel stands at the heart of everything
we believe, all that we teach, preach,
pray and do.

UPCOMING EVENTS

We ask the same question when we listen to sermons and participate in Bible
Study: “Is this law or is this Gospel?” And
we even do it (knowingly or unknowingly)
in our daily conversations and ask, “Am I
being torn down or am I being lifted up”?
We find that most of our days are filled
with law, instruction, demands, criticisms,
etc., and that each of us lives in a barren
wilderness in which the Gospel is rarely
spoken, even by us Christians! That
which we need to hear - is that which is
least spoken: that Christ Jesus died and
rose for you, has forgiven you of All your
sins, and because of Him you are the
beloved of God the Father. The Gospel
(Jesus) is the fulfilled promise of forgiveness. The Gospel (Jesus) gives us
life because the promise delivers salvation by providing forgiveness, resulting in
freedom from (All) guilt and shame with
the full assurance of life everlasting.

This distinction between the Law and the
Gospel is the foundation of all that we
believe, teach and confess. I hope that
the next time you are asked what Lutherans believe you speak of the Lord's Law
and the Lord’s Gospel, and that you
would speak of these two teachings even
when you're not asked! And even more,
that in our own lives we are always sorting out words of Law and Gospel, and
This distinction is the foundation of our
that we would continue to hold to, cling
hope, our worship, our church, and our
to, and share the life giving words of the
lives. We must then, dear Lutherans,
forgiveness of sins which we hear in the
continue to study and learn the difference holy and precious Gospel of our Lord and
between Law and Gospel. When we read Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
the Scriptures we need to ask, “Is this
passage Law or Gospel? Is it telling me
Servant of Christ,
what to do, what not to do, or is the text
Pastor Glen Triplett
telling me that Jesus loves me so much
that He has done everything needed for
my salvation?”
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Welcome New Members!
Jim and Betty Albers have transferred to our church
from Trinity Lutheran in Urbana.
Please introduce yourselves to them and
make them feel welcome!

BUDGET UPDATE
Offerings (Year-to-date)
Expenses (Year-to-date)

(1/1/2019-1/31/2019)
$ 21,077.50
$ 21,850.56

Council Update!

A few items that the Board of Council are working on:

*welcomed new Council members Scott Johnson & Terry Howard
*elected officers Ron Arends – President, Scott Johnson – VP, Dave Miller – Sec, Mindy Piper – Treasurer, Peggy
Francisco, Al Hagen, Terry Howard & Lisa Hellmer – members
*mower getting serviced (spring will be here!)
*AED training coming soon (March 9)
*gathering estimates for a new roof
*hosted a wedding of LCMS nonmembers on Jan. 26
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please talk with a Council member or Pastor Triplett or Elder.

Elder’s Corner
Happy Valentine’s Day to one and all!!
A Valentine is something expressing uncritical praise or affection. The Bible tells us to LOVE one another as ourselves. So, by loving each other, every day can be Valentine’s Day.
God gives us some rules for living. “As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on LOVE, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom, and as you sing psalms and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whenever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him.” (Colossians 3:12-17)
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.” (Colossians 3:23)
Praise the Lord and give thanks with Psalm 100:
Shout for Joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us and we are His,
We are His people, the sheep of His pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise;
give thanks to Him and praise His name.
For the Lord is good and His love endures forever;
His faithfulness continues through all generations.”
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Reaching the Unreached Ministry
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Mission News
This month I would like to share some thoughts
from Warren Weirsbe from his “Back to the Bible”
program of January 10, 2019. He has been
preaching about the lessons Jonah has learned
about God’s work and Gods will and also about
Gods worker (himself). Their thoughts today came
mainly from Jonah chapter 4.

In chapter 4 we also see God’s concern for His reluctant worker Jonah. Jonah had yielded to the
Lord and preached to the Ninevites, but he did not
have love in his heart for them. He harbored rebellion, bitterness and anger in his heart. His surrender to God was incomplete. If we have been
raised with Christ and live with Christ, we will become more like Christ. God asked Jonah, “Should
I not love the lost?” Let us have a willing heart for
souls and a love for people and willingness to
share the gospel with the lost.

The Bible talks about three great loves of God.
These include His love for His church, His love for
Israel, and His love lost humanity (the unsaved).
In this we can understand that the ministry of
“Missions” grows out of the very nature of God.

I want to thank each one of you for your commitment to our mission outreach through “Reaching
The people of Nineveh listened to Jonah, believed, the Unreached” in the Ivory Coast. May our church
and cried out to God in repentance of their sins.
“Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy” indeed be one
Because of their faith and repentance God forgave with a love for people, and a willingness to share
them and did not send His judgement, as sin is al- the gospel with all.
ways judged. Our God is the God who forgives,
cleanses, and restores. Jonah learned by this that
God can work even through a reluctant and disobedient Jew to bring transformation to evil and violent gentiles.

International Friendships
Last month I shared a letter from a U of I campus organization called “International Friendships” headed up by Bill Erickson. Bill is looking for a list of people who would be willing to help “be a friend” to an
international student. There are over 13,000 international students from 100 nations at the U of I.
Sharing our friendship, culture and even our faith and traditions would be a way to befriend them. Even
just speaking English with them over tea would be helpful. If you might be willing to be involved, please
let me know. Gayle Zuehls – 586-3814 or eezuehls@frontier.com. I will pass on your names to Bill.
Financial support for this ministry would also be greatly appreciated. Basic tips on cross-cultural interaction, hospitality, and food preferences will be provided. I hope to hear from you.

Mission Sunday will be February 17. Once again, we’ll be blessed
to feature Panera Bread!
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Upcoming Events
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In Our Prayers
Supplication (Requesting Something)









Prayer for Beth’s bad cold to get better.
Prayers of healing and comfort for Lincoln
Canaday, son of Pastor Matthew Canaday.
Family whose house burned down in Homer
and Angela died in the fire. Others survived
but are seeking shelter.
Prayers for Peggy's daughter Pam, who
underwent micro fracture knee surgery on
Jan. 22. Peggy is with her there in Iowa.
Thanks, Roger Francisco, CAS
Dawn Zerkel’s mother-in-law passed away.
You may remember Dawn giving the CID
report at the Fall Rally. Please pray for
Dawn and Paul and their family.
Matt’s brother, Dan had a stroke on Sunday.
Please pray for wisdom for the doctors, full
healing for Dan, and safety for his family.

Prayer Partner Kick-Off
February 3 after church

The Power of Prayer

Celebrations
February Birthdays
2/6 Devon Miller
2/7 Hazel Hutchison
2/8 Jon Fisher
2/9 Carol Mathis
2/10 Blanche Stoller
2/11 Vanessa Levan, Nikolas Taylor
2/14 Jean Hagen
2/19 Annabelle Pearman
2/22 Roger Clapp
2/25 Kristin Weatherford
2/27 Brooke Miller

February Baptism Birthdays
Beth Annin, Dee Blaine, Grant Carlson, Ryan
Drake, Christiaan Fuegen, Lona Oostdyk,
Deborah Armstrong, Scott Johnson,
Layla Pearman, Keegan Ladage, Devon Miller,
Peggy Peterson, Ed Stoller
February Anniversaries
2/1 Brian and Leslie Miller
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

3

4

5

6

7

9:00 am service*

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study.

7:00 Praise Team

6:00 Elder Mtg.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

21

22

23

9:00 am service

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study.
6:00 Council Mtg.

7:00 Praise Team

17

18

19

20

9:00 am service*
Mission Sunday

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study.

7:00 Praise Team

24

25

26

27

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study

7:00 Praise Team

9:00 am service
Jake’s Boys
Potluck Brunch
following service

28

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.
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6:30 Prayer Shawl

Friendship Lutheran
Church of
3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Pastor Glen Triplett

pastorglen@friendshiplutheran.com

Staff

Sally Nourie - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-2:00
Monday—Thursday)

Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

It’s not too late to join a small group! This 6-week study on
CPH God’s Word for Today on Philippians begins the week of
Feb. 3. The free materials are available for pick up in the
office. There are currently five groups to choose from.
Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board with the days, place,
time. In this epistle, Paul characterizes the Christian life in this
way: joy no matter what the circumstances; an eagerness to
suffer for Christ; humility that follows Christ in putting others
first; trust in Christ alone for righteousness.
Please prayerfully consider joining, hosting, or leading a small
group! If you have any questions, please call the office
or Lisa Hellmer.

Coming Saturday, March 9th 9:00-11:00 am
CPR/AED Training

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible
Studies
________________________

Holy Communion is offered on the
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month .

(Emergency Care and Safety Institute)
For our church and community
(*limited to 15 people)
When:
Saturday, March 9th
Time:
9:00-11:00 am
Where: Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy (lower level)
Cost:
$20.00 Upon completion, participants will receive a
completion card (good for 2 years); a personal CPR rescue kit,
gloves and clean up supplies.
Call the office to sign up: 217-355-0454 Bring your payment
to the class.

OUR MISSION:

To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.
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