December, 2018

Happy New Year
I know, I know, it’s only December and
the calendar doesn’t flip until January
1. However, the New Year that I am
writing about is the Church Year. In
our daily lives, we keep track of our
appointments, special events, and celebrations with a calendar. The Christian Church throughout the centuries
has also kept track of the special days,
seasons, and celebrations with a calendar of its own. The Christian
Church, following the Old Testament
example of structuring its lives around
the works of God, structures the
Church Year around the marvelous
acts of salvation that God has completed for us. Salvation that was promised in the Old Testament and fulfilled
in the New Testament, was accom-

first Sunday of the season of Advent.
The season of Advent is a season of
repentance, anticipation, and preparation of the eternal Christmas celebration. Advent is important not just as a
celebration of the first coming of Jesus
over 2,000 years ago. It actually goes
much deeper than the Christmas celebrations that we enjoy. While we certainly do celebrate the Christmas miracle, we also remember all that His
earthly ministry and His passion accomplished for all mankind as Redeemer of all that had been spoiled as
a result of the fall of our ancestor Adam - it is also important for the Church
today, that we should be ever anticipating and preparing for the second
coming of our Lord. In the second
coming, He will return in glory where
He will judge those who rejected Him
and reward the faithful with life everlasting. So, as we close out this
Church Year and enter another, we
seek to take advantage of this season
of Advent by preparing for, and live our
lives in anticipation of Glorious Return
plished in and through His only son
for His bride, the Church. We encourour Lord, Jesus Christ.
age you to join us and bring others to
our mid-week Advent services to celeWe celebrate the birth of Christ on De- brate that “Your King Is Coming”.
cember 25, but as we look around we
find that Christmas decorations, sales, Advent Mid-Week Service Schedule:
12 / 5
King of Shame
plays, concerts, and events have be12 / 12
King of Guilt
gun before we can even finish eating
12 / 19
King of the Law
all of the Thanksgiving leftovers. Sunday, December 2, marks the beginning
Advent Blessings,
of a new church year, so to all I say
Pastor Glen
Happy New Year! This Sunday is the

Upcoming Events:
Dec 5 — First Mid Week Advent
Service
Dec 7—Dessert Theater
Dec 9—Mission Sunday
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Principle Paydown Request
WHAT IS THIS “PRINCIPAL PAYDOWN”
Upon completing the new building addition 6 years ago, Friendship entered into a new 20 year mortgage. Each month we pay a mortgage payment of approximately $6300.00. Much of this amount goes to
pay the interest accrued each month.
“Principal paydown” is an ADDITIONAL GIFT given to the church that is applied directly to the mortgage principal. This is above of our monthly mortgage payment.
WHY SHOULD WE MAKE ADDITIONAL PRINCIPAL PAYMENTS?
2 Corinthians 9:7-11 begins “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
All “principal paydown” gifts are directly applied to the principal balance of our mortgage. By making
these additional payments, we DECREASE our total interest paid to the bank over the life of the loan and DECREASE the total length of the loan, meaning we will pay off the mortgage in less than 20 years.

THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW!
As our deadline approaches in Summer of 20202, we can refinance our loan. By lowering our outstanding
principal balance prior to refinancing, we will lower our monthly mortgage payment going forward. This can
make a dramatic difference in our yearly budget. Lowering our balance will also help us when negotiating
with lenders.
HOW CAN I HELP?
As members of Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy, we are all responsible for paying off this debt that
we incurred on our building. We can practice good stewardship by spending less on interest payments. This
will free up more funds for missions and ministry.
We would ask every family at Friendship to consider making a $2018 in 2018 gift. This gift would be
applied directly to the mortgage principal. Our children and youth can also participate. Young children could
save $2.18 to give and teens could possibly give $201.18.
Please prayerfully consider how you can participate. Any gift of any size will make a difference in retiring our debt. This gift should be considered above and beyond the normal tithe.
Proverbs 16:3 “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plan will succeed.”
QUESTIONS?
Any questions can be directed to Mindy Piper or Ron Arends, Please mark your checks or envelopes
“Principal Paydown” so that your gift may be applied properly.

Christmas’ Joy, Christmas’ Love
Friday December 7th
7:00 pm
A free Christmas Dessert Theater
Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy
3601 s. Duncan Rd.
Champaign IL 61820
Call 217-355-0454 by December 3, for reservations
(A free will offering for missions will be taken)
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CHURCHWIDE UPDATES
Join us for
Advent Mid-Week Services
12 / 5
12 / 12
12 / 19

King of Shame
King of Guilt
King of the Law

Advent Meals—????

Do you think we should have advent dinners? Are you willing
to be in charge of this? If so, please notify the office.
We need someone to coordinate the set-up, meals and clean
up. Cooking is not required.
Advent services will be Dec. 5, 12, 19 at 7 p.m.
Thank you for your wonderful
response to our “Cookies in a
Jar” mission Sunday. A few
jars remain and can be picked
up anytime before Christmas.
They are an easy and well appreciated gift. There are two
kinds: Chocolate chip bars and
Oatmeal Scotties.

Poinsettias

Please think about donating
a poinsettia to beautify the
church sanctuary for
Advent. You can purchase
from any retailer. Please
bring them in as soon as
you can.

We will have Mission Sunday on Dec. 9th featuring a Christmas Cookie Exchange. You
are all invited to bring your favorite cookies to
share. An offering to support Pascal and
Mary will be received.
Heads up concerning January:
We will once again be blessed with Panera Bread on
December 23rd, so we will offer it to the congregation
on that day. Donations will be received and counted
as our January Mission Sunday giving.

From Council:
Thank you so much to Rich Armstrong & Ryan Drake for
serving on council and especially to Rich for serving as president for two years. Please welcome our new council members Scott Johnson & Terry Howard. Their 3 year term will
begin in January. Ron Arends will be the new president. As
always if you have any questions or concerns, please see
one of the council members ....Ron Arends, Peggy Francisco, Al Hagen, Lisa Hellmer, Terry Howard, Scott Johnson,
Dave Miller, & Mindy Piper (treasurer).
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BUDGET UPDATE
(1/1/2018-11/30/2018)
Offerings (Year-to-date)
$203,731.46
Expense (Year-to-date)
$209,766.67
Net
$ -6045.21
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)
$ 7,488.00

Elder’s Corner
Read John 1:1-34
Jesus became a man so that we could be made fit for heaven.
1.
2.
3.

Jesus had to come as He came (born of a virgin)
to be what He was (both God and man).
He had to be what He was (the sinless Son of God)
to live as He lived (without sin).
He had to live as He lived (the perfect sinless life)
to do what He did (to bear the weight of my sin and become my Savior).

Colossians 1:27. “To them God has chosen to make known among the
gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is
Christ in you the hope of Glory.”
John 14:6. “Jesus answered,
I am The way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me. If you really know Me, you will know.
My Father as well. From now on, you do know Him and have
seem Him.”

The Canteen Run
for the homeless is
in need of warm
winter layers.
There is a box next
to the entrance of
the church for any
used or unused
blankets, hats,
scarfs, gloves, long
sleeve shirts, larger
size coats, socks,
etc. Please bring in
your donations all
winter.

Welcome to Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy!
Ron & Jean Sexton
Scott & Shannon Pattenaude
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Word On Our Missionaries
This month I am sharing a report from some months ago. Pascal writes, “We want to thank you so much for
your financial support. May God Bless also all who are praying for us. God has bee so good to give us people from the Benin republic. Today we have 77 people in our church, 33 people are giving tithes. We have
opened an account for the church to be putting in the offerings to
support the 12 leaders we are sending to the villages for church
plantings. This will also be used if there is a pastoral seminary to
help the leaders. To help the church grow spiritually we have three
meeting times per month for leadership training. Every first Sunday
of the month we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.”
Prayer Requests from Pascal:
1. May God give us grace to be able to love the people of this
place so that we may be able to win them to Christ.
2. May God use powerfully the Agni and the Baouley people
among us to influence their communities.
3. May God bless Reaching the Unreached staff and our sponsors,
and give them long life.
4. May God bless you, Receive our greetings from the Ivory
Coast.”
Your Missionaries,
Pascal & Mary

International Friendships
The main objective in bringing International Friendships,
Inc,. To the U of I is to greatly increase the interaction between our university’s international student population and
believers in the Christian community surrounding our campus. We are looking for participants who are willing to
genuinely befriend them and earn their trust in order to
help them see the truth of the gospel. About 3/4 of the international students who come to the U.S. never get inside
of an American home, or have a significant American
friend, let alone a Christian one. IFI’s objective is a lot
broader than just sending a few para-church workers down
to the campus. It’s about activating a multitude of believers and churches, in response to one the most significant
mission opportunities that God has for the Christian community that surrounding the U of I. with 13,000 international students and visiting scholars, from over 100 nations,
gathered here at any one time, we have a very unique opportunity to be able to continuously send God’s truth back
into the countries of the world without ever leaving our own
homes. IFI’s outreach efforts are all centered on a willingness to reach out in sincere friendship in this harvest field
He has planted.
Personal interaction with the students and scholars will be
made available in a number of ways. This might be
through volunteering as a friendship partner and having
students come for a meal a few times in the semester. It
might be to meet one on one with a student who is considering becoming a believer, or to help mentor someone in
their new faith after they decide to follow Christ. While
most students speak English quiet well, volunteers might
find their niche in meeting dome of the less fluent spouses
for conversational English assistance over a cup of tea or
coffee once a week. There will be occasional help needed
for Saturday trips to interesting places and for assisting
with holiday celebration parties. Churches and small

groups can e very creative in planning their own activities
for friendship development and spiritual outreach.
Not all of IFI’s participants will necessarily be up front in
personally befriending and interacting with international
students. Some will play a very essential role behind the
scenes, as financial partners or organizational assistants.
Others might choose to be involved with providing food or
transportation for certain gatherings. The opportunities to
plug in will be quite varied and will be selected by the volunteers to fit their interests and abilities. There is a place
for everyone!
As the director of International Friendships development in
our U of I community, I will be combining 30 years of personal outreach experience, with IFI’’s know-how and resources gained over their 40 years of ministry on other
campuses. IFI is here to help take the mystery out of connecting with our university’s international population. We
will be helping to match students and scholars, who desire
American friendship, with local individuals and church
groups willing to befriend them. We will provide basic tips
on cross-cultural interaction, hospitality methods and advice on food preferences. It is IFI’s goals to see churches
and individuals grow in their ability to reach out to the nations that God has placed right before us. We are here to
envision, educate and enable and encourage our Christian
community as it responds to our amazing opportunity to
touch the nations of the world gathered right in the middle
of the harvest fields of Central Illinois!
Thank you very much!
Bill Erickson
Community Director of International Friendships, Inc.
Please connect with Gayle Zuehls if you are interested in
hearing more about this exciting opportunity!
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Celebrations

In Our Prayers

December Birthdays

Supplication (Requesting Something)

12/3 Layla Pearman
12/6 Amber Courtright
12/7 Dan Luhrsen
12/12 Joetta Morgan
12/13 Keegan Ladage
12/14 Martese Strong-Terry
12/16 Joanna Carlson
12/18 Meghan Armstrong
12/19 Joetta Morgan
12/20 Sharon Beth
12/23 Jacquie Voeks
12/25 Christiaan Feugen
12/27 Ron Arends
12/31 Darrell Carlson, Reagan Fisher, Catherine
Luhrsen

Prayers for :









December Baptisms
Peter Carlson, Jeff Voeks, Suzan
Armstrong, Alyssa Stamper,
Martese Strong-Terry, Marian Rodgers, Jonathon
Fisher, Elmer Zuehls, Gisela Huhn

Please pray everyone to have a joyful Advent season.
Prayers for a successful Dessert Theater
Please pray Debbie and her family, that Debbie and her
family sense God's presence and feel His power. Pray that
He comfort them and alleviate their anxiety. Ask God that it
be His will to heal/holt the cancer growing in Debbie's body
and restore her to health.
Please pray for my daughters that they continue to work on
discovering who they are.
Prayers for our church, that we continue to build and the
community we desire.
Prayers for God’s blessings this holiday season as finances
are very tight.

Thanksgiving




December Anniversaries
12/21 Jean and Allen Hagen
12/27 Elmer and Gayle Zuehls

Prayers of thanksgiving for Rich and his successful surgery.
Thankful we have such a giving congregation.
Prayers of thanksgiving for the success of Cindy’s
procedure.

Dear Friendship Family,
Thank you so much for loving and supporting me
during my time here at Friendship. You all have
been so patient while I was learning new software,
had major technical issues and learned Lutheran
practices. Thank you for accepting my mistakes
and helping me learn through them. Thank you for
treating me as though I am a family member.
Friendship Lutheran truly is a family. It was so
wonderful to learn and grow with you all.
These past two years have been such a blessing
to me. I appreciate you all.
Blessings & Hugs,

Danielle
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9: 00 Service *
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study,

4

5

7:00 am Men’s
Study

5:30 Advent dinner?
6:00 pm Praise
Team Practice
6:00 Elder’s Mtg.
7:00 Advent Service
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9

10

11

12

9: 00 Service
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study
MISSION SUNDAY

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 am Men’s
Study

5:45 Advent dinner?
6:00 pm Praise
Team Practice
7:00 Advent Service

7

8

7:00 pm Dessert
Theater

13

14

15

20

21

22

28

29

6:00 Council Mtg.

16

17

9: 00 Service *
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study

23
9: 00 Service
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study

18
7:00 am Men’s
Study

19
5:45 Advent dinner?
6:00 Praise Team
Practice
7:00 Advent Service

24

25

26

27

Office Closed
4:00 pm Service
7:00 pm Service

Office Closed
10:00 am Service

Office Closed

6:30 Prayer Shawl
Meeting

No Men’s Study

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.

Visit our website. www.friendshiplutheran.com
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Friendship Lutheran
Church of
3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822

Community In The Know
Take Me Back to Bethlehem
A Christmas Cantata

217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Glen Triplett

Performed by:
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Women’s Choir

pastorglen@friendshiplutheran.com

Staff

Cindy Furtney - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-1:00)

Saturday Dec. 8 at 7:00 pm
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
101 E Church
Sadorus IL

Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

Come celebrate the Christmas season and enjoy an evening of Christmas
Carols followed by a Christmas Cantata

9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional
Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible
Studies
________________________
Holy Communion is offered on the
1st & 3rd Sundays.

Holiday Schedule
December 6, 13, 20
Advent Dinner at 5:45
Advent Worship Services 7:00 pm
December 24
Christmas Eve Worship Service
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
December 25
Christmas Day
10:00 am
December 31
New Year’s Eve
6:00 pm

OUR MISSION:
To Joyfully connect people to
Christ and His family.
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