August, 2018

UPCOMING EVENTS





August 6-10 VBS
Aug 9 Call Committee Meeting
August 12—Mission Sunday
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When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the
widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving account. Our Lord praises the
seemingly small gift of two copper
coins given by a poor widow above the
abundance of gifts given by the rich,
saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of
them” (Luke 21:3).
And that is usually where we stop. But
the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out
of her poverty put in all she had to live
on” (Luke 21:4).
“She … put in all she had to live on.”
She gave everything. She held nothing
back. She trusted that the Lord who
made her and all creatures, who gave
her everything she had, who redeemed
her from her own sin, from death, and
the power of the devil, who called her
by the Gospel and enlightened her with
His gifts of Word and Sacrament,
would continue to do this. He would
provide her with all that she needed for
this body and life because that is the
character of the God she had.
But this is not why we give small gifts.
Her gift, though it appeared small, was
actually large. When we are tempted to
give small gifts it is precisely because
we want them to be small! We don’t
trust the Lord to provide for us.
We give small gifts because we lack
faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in
the one true faith. We give small gifts
because we doubt that God will really
give us what we need and desire. We
give small gifts because we are not
content with what God has already given.
We are not slaves, children of the slave
woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal.
4). We are adopted sons of the free
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woman. And since we are sons, we are
also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in
Christ. And thus, moved by the willing
spirit of adoption, we do the will of God
in financial matters far beyond all that
done by those under the Old Covenant
who were forced by legal demands.
So what have you decided to give?
How do I decide what to give? Let the
Scriptures be your guide.
We are to give proportionally to what
we have received from God’s giving to
us (Luke 12:48; 1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor.
8:12). But you have not been set free
to give nothing. See that you excel in
the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7).
We are not free to live selfishly outside
the Gospel, without regard for God who
gives us all good gifts, without generosity for our neighbor who needs us
and our gifts, without supporting the
community of faith in which we live,
without care for our spiritual fathers
and those who teach and help raise
our children in the faith, without resources for the poor and needy – in
short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given
us only for us.
For love is the fulfillment of the law
(Romans 13:10). And the sum of the
law is this: Love God and love your
neighbor (Matt. 22:34-.40). We love
because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.
Luther once said, “Possessions belong
in your hands, not in your heart” (LW
14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. With your hands
you catch God’s gifts for what you
need and let the rest fall through your
fingers to your neighbors – your family,
your friends, your community, your
church.

Church Updates

August means that summer is winding down
and back to school supplies are in the
stores. The carefree ways of summer are giving way to new routines in the fall, and that
means it’s time to gear up for Sunday School
and small groups here at Friendship!
It’s a great way to get plugged in to God’s
Word and to the church. I am currently looking for a 6-8 week bible study to begin in midSeptember. I would love some ideas! Small
group sign up will begin soon. Watch the bulletin, email, and September newsletter for
more details. Contact the office or Lisa
Hellmer with any suggestions lisahellmer89@gmail.com 586-7663.

Mission Sunday
In Aug, we will have an ice cream social
Aug 12th to celebrate Mission Sunday and
the completion of VBS. Thank you for
your faithfulness.

Do you know our mission statement?
To joyfully connect people to Jesus Christ and His family!
Look for it in the bulletin & newsletter.
Memorize and live it in your daily life!

LWML
LWML will meet on Tuesday evening
Aug. 14th at 6:30 pm at the church.
We will be planning our September
12th meeting.

Your help is needed!
BUDGET UPDATE

VBS contact Patti Rodzen
Mowing contact Al Hagen,
Praise Band contact Allison Arends

Offerings
Expenses
Net
Principal Pay-down (YTD)
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(1/1-6/30/2018)
$103,059.14
$118,725.36
$ -15,666.22
$ 1,068.00

CHURCHWIDE UPDATES
Friendship Lutheran’s
VBS has a theme of
Mighty Fortress this year.
Our VBS will be Aug 6.
There are registration
forms available on the
desk. We will also send
you an electronic form,
please invite friends, family or neighbors.

The Call Committee received a packet of 11
names this week. They have a meeting
scheduled on Aug. 9th to review the packet.
Pray for the process, the committee and the
names for the best for Friendship.

Donation Requests for VBS:
1. Iced Cupcakes
2. Graham Crackers
3. Cheerios
4. Corn Chex
5. Wheat Chex
6. Pretzel Sticks
7. Small Pretzels
8. Fruit Roll-Ups
9. M&M’s
10. Jelly Beans

Schedule of Pastors

8/5/2018
8/12/2018

Frank
Ehlers

8/19/2018
8/26/2018

Heimgartner
Trickey

9/2/2018
9/9/2018

Heimgartner
Heimgartner

9/16/2018
9/23/2018

Ehlers
Trickey

9/30/2018
10/7/2018

Heimgartner
Trickey

10/14/2018
10/21/2018
10/28/2018

Heimgartner
Heimgartner
Ehlers

Be on the Look out for our new RECYCLING
cans! We can now recycle—look for a list
above the receptacle in the lower level! There
is also a receptacle at the desk.
We can all make the earth a cleaner place.

We are looking for cost saving
ideas, please send an email to
the office if you have any ideas
Office@friendshiplutheran.com
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The Need Us to Be Lutheran
“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God” (1 Cor.1:18).
I can’t imagine St. Paul’s words here being any truer
than they are for the Lutheran church I attend each Sunday. Walk into that place during any given service, and
you’ll see men dressed in what can only be described as
togas with colorful sashes, waving their hands about in
all kinds of strange ways, and making what seem to be
hubristic statements like “I forgive you all your sins.” All
this takes place while the people in the congregation
bow and kneel and do weird things with their hands in
response to the colorfully dressed men leading the service.
To be sure, there was a time when I would have unequivocally labeled all of this as “folly.” But now, as someone who has tried everything from Christian Fundamentalism to witchcraft, I must say, I love it. Once it was
foolish; now it is genuine, meaningful, and indeed, divinely powerful.

Why I needed Lutherans

When I say “I’ve tried everything,” that is a gross understatement. For instance, the way I “tried” fundamentalism was to adopt all of their doctrines and make my way
onto their clergy roster. I made my decision for Christ,
was baptized and stopped drinking, chewing tobacco
and dating girls outside of the in-group. I took very seriously the charge to “win souls.” If I didn’t do my part to
win souls, after all, then people might go to hell on my
watch.
As a “soul-winning” pastor, I used rock music, comedy
and feel-good self-help lectures to bring in outsiders.
God be praised, we baptized a lot of people in that effort. Some still have their faith to this day. Unfortunately,
most do not.
Those who lost their faith included me. It seems axiomatic to me now that those who take seriously all that
Evangelical fundamentalism teaches will crack under
that kind of pressure. To put it in Lutheran terms, it is an
all-Law environment. My reaction to this was not to seek
the Gospel, but to escape the Law by running to the far
left, mainline church world. I found no peace there, either. As it turns out, the liberal Christians I encountered
had more rules and taboos than the Fundamentalists.
The only difference was, they made up their own rules.
Strike two for me. In the Evangelical world, the Gospel
was not properly taught. In the mainline Protestant
world, the Law was twisted and mangled.
I was honestly seeking answers in all the wrong places.
After a lifetime of searching for truth on “the cutting
edge” of religious thought and finding those experiences
to be utterly vacuous, the answers came when I finally
acquiesced to the fact that Holy Scripture, understood
through the Lutheran Confessions and lived out in the
traditions of the Church, held the keys that could unlock
the door. The solution, I found, was not to “get new” but
to “get old” — as old, ancient and traditional as I possibly could, all while dodging the landmines of medieval
Rome and the East by going back with Luther and the
Reformers to the Church Fathers and the Biblical text.
Now, when that man (my pastor, whom I once thought

to be silly), puts his hands on my head and tells me my
many sins are forgiven — when he teaches me how to
be a better man right from Holy Scripture, founded on
the power of the Gospel; when he puts Christ’s body
and blood into my mouth and His words into my ears —
well, the folly of the cross has now become “the power
of God” for me.
It is comforting beyond comprehension to know that the
Lord has brought me and my family safely home. Despite all my best efforts to stay out in the pigsty of life
and eat bean pods, the Holy Spirit, defying my own reason and strength, has welcomed me back to my Father’s house using what appears to be foolishness to the
world: the Lutheran tradition. Now, each Sunday in His
house, the gifts of Christ await us on His altar of undeserved grace and favor, and we partake knowing that on
the day of His reappearing, we will celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb, whose kingdom will have no
end!
Not a bad way to spend a lifetime if you ask me … and
an eternity, for that matter!

Why the world needs Lutherans

Like the liturgy I now love so well, “the word of the cross
is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved, it is the power of God.”
For Lutherans in our current cultural and religious context, the Gospel of Christ crucified for the forgiveness of
sins, woven throughout our liturgical life, is a singular
kind of folly — one dearer to our hearts even than the
most meaningful ceremony. We actually believe that the
bread and wine of the Supper are the Body and Blood of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. We believe that
water combined with God’s word saves us from hell and
grants us adoption into the kingdom of heaven. We believe that mere words — “the word of the cross” — have
power to rescue us from evil, save our souls and help us
begin again to obey the commands of Holy Scripture.
This Gospel that we cling to as Lutherans is well worth
looking a little foolish for. So I say to you, my brothers
and sisters: Don’t be afraid to be Lutheran … all the way
Lutheran! It’s what I needed. It’s what my family needed.
I am convinced that those who are being saved don’t
need the pop-Evangelical smoke and light show. They
need rich, traditional music and liturgy, laced with beautiful ceremony. They don’t need us to be libertine in our
ethics and morals — or to be fed the antinomian, “all is
grace” message so common among us here in America.
They’ve had their fill of living like hedonists. They need
unwavering instruction drawn fearlessly from Holy Scripture. They don’t need pastors to be a combination of
Jerry Seinfeld and Tony Robbins telling them how to
have “their best life now.” They need the simplicity and
purity of the gospel of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
their sins put into their ears and onto their lips and foreheads with forthright preaching, bread, wine and water.
Put simply, they need us to be Lutheran!
Matthew J. Garnett is the husband of Jennifer, the father
of two children, a member of Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Fort Wayne, Ind., a professional truck driver
and host of the audio broadcast “In Layman’s Terms.”

Elder’s Corner
Read Provers 2-4: Wisdom from Salomon and Psalm 145: David talking with God.
David relied every day on God his Lord giving thanks through prayer.
David’s prayer in Psalm 145 praises God and gives thanks for his needs and safety. It describes God:
“The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. The Lord is good to all; He
has compassion on all He has made.’ (vrs.8,9) David then ends with: “My mouth will speak in praise of
the Lord. Let every creature praise His Holy name for ever and ever.” (vrs. 21) David had a good relationship with his God. Now we can also have a good relationship with God but what is this relationship?
First; we must know God; Father, Son and Holy spirit. This knowledge comes from reading and studying the Word of God, the Bible. Daily devotions are a good start to knowing God. Friendship Lutheran
Church of Joy has the devotional, Portals of Prayer, available for free. The church also offers two
study groups, one meeting on Tuesday morning and another meeting on Thursday morning. Daily
reading the Bible builds up our faith and restores our soul.
Second; to have saving faith in God, we will follow Jesus’ commands: “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and will all your soul and all our strength and with all your mind and love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Luke 10:27) therefore, we must avoid sin as best we can and have a daily relationship with
Jesus because Jesus went to the cross to pay for our sins.
Third; Jesus gave us a command; “There fore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt 28:19) Yes, we must start with our
best friend in our church and then to our neighbors and then to those we meet. Our actions and attitude will carry this message to those around us. I practice doing all my work as it would be done for
Jesus and giving Jesus the credit for a job well done.
In summary, “it is by Grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not of yourself, it is the gift
of God.” (Eph. 2:8) so, Faith is knowing God and having a daily relationship with Him by following His
commands.

Mission News
Reaching the Unreached Ministry

Today I would like to write about what it is that missionaries do.
Missionaries are people who see others through the
eyes of God. We know that God made each and every
person who lives on the earth. He also loves each person with a love that never stops. We know that He
loves all that He made because at the very beginning of
all things, God had a plan for a way to insure that we
could always enjoy life in fellowship with Him. His plan
was to send His Son, Jesus Christ to live on earth as a
man and show us what love is. Also Jesus chose to die
on the cross as a substitute for our sins so that you and
I can be forgiven and can enter even today into life
spent with God forever.
To know Jesus and to believe that He died for you is
the only way that you will be able to experience life with
God eternally.
Missionaries are also those who tell others about God’s
wonderful plan for salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ. They often go to people who are very different

from us. They also can just go to those who live next
door to them. Anyone who knows Jesus can be a missionary, they go to people who do not have a church
where they can learn about Jesus or even have Bibles
written in their language to read about Jesus.
The Work that missionaries do is truly the heart of God,
because He loves each person He has made so much
that He desires that they will come to know Him and live
their life in fellowship with Him at all times. There is no
more important work that you can do in your life than to
get to know Jesus.
I have hope that someday each one of you will become
a missionary. For today we can pray for our missionaries, Pascal & Mary to reach as many people as possible
with God’s word and so extend the kingdom of God.
Thank the Lord for the ministry of Reaching the Unreached. I pray too that each of us will decide to learn
all we can about Jesus, and ask Him to be a part of our
everyday lives. In this way we can begin to experience
what life with God is really like. God richly bless each of
you.

In Our Prayers
Supplication (Requesting Something)

Thanksgiving











Prayers for a successful VBS at Friendship.
Prayers for health to all of those who are struggling
with illnesses.
Prayers for everyone to know their worth in Jesus’
eyes.
Prayers for the call committee for discernment in
reviewing the packet.
Prayers for all the kids starting a new school year,
that they may each be a beacon of God’s light and
love to everyone they encounter.
Prayers for all of those searching for new careers
that they may find fulfilling careers.




Thank you Lord for the love and support of the
Friendship Family.
Thank the Lord for all of the activity of Friendship
Thankful for the continued growth of Friendship
Lutheran Church of Joy.



Celebrations

Lora
Parker
Ben
Bridget
Christopher

Carlson
Odom
Mehlan
Levan
Miller

Aug. 10 1961
Aug. 14 2012
Aug. 15 1989
Aug. 28 2012
Aug. 8 2009

Garrett
Parker
David
David
Sarah
Kirsten
Tripper
Alyssa

Oostdyk
Odom
Beth
Clark
Clapp
Miller
Carter
Ortel

Aug. 10 1947
Aug. 18 2013
Aug. 1943
Aug. 2 1962
Aug. 22 1979
Aug. 22 1992
Aug. 23 1993
Aug. 30 1992

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

10

11

9:00 Adult Bible
Study
6:00 Elder Mtg.

5
9:00 Service
10:15 Sunday School

6

7

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

8

9
9:00 Adult Bible
Study
6:00 pm Call Committee Meeting

6:00 Council Mtg.

12

VBS 6:00

VBS 6:00

VBS 6:00

VBS 6:00

VBS 6:00

13

14

15

16

17

18

24

25

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

9:00 Service
10:15 Sunday School
ICE Cream Social
Mission Sunday

19
9:00 Service
10:15 Sunday School

20

21

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

9:00 Adult Bible
Study

23

22

9:00 Adult Bible
Study
6:30 Prayer Shawl
Mtg. at S.Annin’s
Home.

26

27

28

30

29

9:00 Service
10:15 Sunday School

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.
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31

3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Vacant
Staff
Danielle LeFaivre - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 8:30-12:30)

Visit us on the internet!
www.friendshiplutheran.com

Worship Schedule
9:00 am Blended Service
10:15 am Sunday School & Bible
Study
____________________
Holy Communion is offered on the
1st, 3rd, & 5th Sunday.

OUR MISSION:
To Joyfully connect people to
Christ and His family.

