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September 2016 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
Sep. 5—Office closed-Labor Day 
 
Sep. 11—Rally Day! 
 
Sep. 19 —Elizabeth Circle 
 
Sep. 29—-Prayer Shawl 
 
Sep. 30—Wiener Roast 
 
 
 

Visit the calendar on page 7and at 
www.friendshiplutheran.com . 

Pastor Brian Writes— 

LET THE ADVENTURE BEGIN! 
 
What is your focus?  Have you ever 
been asked that question?  It’s the 
question that a trainer will ask an  
athlete or a mentor to a student.  It 
may be the question you have asked 
one of your children as they move 
through life.  It might even be the 
question you ask of yourself when you 
feel as though you are wandering 
through the wilderness of life.  But 
whenever, wherever, or however you 
have asked the question the real  
telling is in the “what” and “how” you 
answered.  For Peter and the disciples 
the answer given in a time that 
seemed uncertain was telling.  Alt-
hough as we shall see it wasn’t loaded 
with the details that many of us long 
for.    
 
I suppose it may make a difference to 
understand just what the question is 
really asking.  Does it mean, for  
example, what are your academic 
goals in life?  Perhaps it means; what 
is the most important thing in your life 
to which all things point to? For the 
Christian, and his family, the answer 
given should more than likely reflect 
WHO our focus is. 
 
With the coming of the new school 
year it seems that many other areas in 
our society are kicking into a higher 
gear.  Your very own Friendship  
Lutheran church of JOY is no different.  
Sunday School and J.A.M. (Jesus and 
me time) are seeing a resurgence of 
energy.   
 
 

Small Groups and Bible  studies are 
blooming.  New member classes,  
worship praise teams, youth group, 
family ministry, men’s ministry, and 
more are off to great starts.  The list 
goes on and on.  Please contact the 
church office to find out how your  
passion and talents can be fed as the 
2016-2017 year of adventure begins! 
 
“LORD, TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?  
YOU HAVE THE WORDS OF  
ETERNAL LIFE!”  This was the state-
ment said in response to Jesus when 
He asked the disciples if they wanted 
to “focus” in another direction or 
choose another path.  Their answer 
was statement of focus.  Jesus was to 
be their focus.  He was God incarnate 
and He promised to be with them  
always.   
 
This promise is for you and me as well.  
Here at Friendship Lutheran Church of 
JOY, we preach and teach the Word of 
God in Truth and purity.  We seek to 
honor our Lord in all we do.  When we 
fall, He picks us up. When we fail, He 
forgives.  When we seek Him with all 
our heart, we have the promise that 
we will find Him.  When we focus on 
Jesus, we will not grow weary or faint.  
He will renew our wings as of eagles 
and we will soar. 
 
Let us keep our eyes on Jesus the 
author and perfecter of our faith. Now, 
LET THE ADVENTURE BEGIN! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria 
Pastor Brian 
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 With the Young Crowd 

BUDGET UPDATE       ( 1/1/2016-8/31/2016)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)    $  158,667.78 
Expense (Year-to-date)     $  197,308.86 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)    $      1,227.00 

We will meet from 7 – 9 unless otherwise stated 
 
9-4   - No youth group– Labor Day weekend 

9-11 – Youth group at the Paulsruds. One of the youth needs to lead Bible Study.  

9-16 (Friday)- Drive in at Gibson City with Broadlands & Sadorus youth groups.  

9-25-Local Missions–Empty Tomb-meet at church at 5:45. Bring $ for groceries for needy family. Eat before you 

come. 

10-2 – Normal youth Group – but will have a bonfire at church with hot dogs and s’mores 

10-9 – Corn Maize 

10-16 - Youth group at our cabin. We will leave directly after church. Pack a lunch. Dinner provided. 

10-23 – Canteen Run – we will leave church at 2 and will return around 5:15 

10-30 -  Normal Youth Group. Bring snack to share. 

11-6 – Trivia Night? 

11-13 – Normal Youth Group. Bring snack to share. 

11-20-Local Missions-Empty Tomb–meet at church at 5:45. 

Bring $ for groceries for needy family. Eat before you come. 

11-27 – No Youth Group – Thanksgiving weekend 

12 -4 – Normal Youth Group. Bring snack to share. 

12-11 – Dinner Theater weekend – no youth group on Sunday. 

Will need everyone’s help Friday & Sat. 

12-18 – Christmas Party – Secret Santa 

12-25 – No Youth Group-Christmas Day 

Youth Nights are generally on Sunday nights from 7-9. (See calendar below) 
 

All High School Youth are welcome and bring friends! We’d love to see you all there!  
Below is the schedule for the rest of this year! 

Rally Day–  
 

September 11, 2016! 
 

Sunday school  
sign-up forms are 
available in the  

Narthex. All children 
are invited! 

Scrip sales will continue,  
Check on Sundays to see what 
we have in inventory,  but You 
may also order off the order form . 
We would like to keep shipping 
costs down, so if you would 
please order on Sundays, We can 
place the order  Monday morning  
and have your cards by Wednes-
day! Please prayerfully consider 
becoming involved in the  program 

to help sustain our youth programs. If you need an  or-
der form, would like to place an order, or need more 
information, please contact the Church Office. All pro-
ceeds from this fundraiser go towards the youth   
programs. 
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Churchwide Updates 

SPEAK UP! 
What would you like to see, hear or experience here 
at Friendship Lutheran Church of JOY? 
Pastor would love to hear from you if you have an 
idea of a mission or ministry that you would like to see 
happening here.  This may include groups, activities, 
programs, or even sermon series ideas.  God has 
made us managers (stewards) of all he has given to 
us.  Let’s be creative and use them to His glory every 
chance we get!  We are so blessed to have so much 
talent among us.  Contact Pastor at 355-0454. 

Stewards Transformed  

by Grace, Faith, and Love 

 
The theme for this year’s stewardship emphasis is titled 
Stewards Transformed by Grace, Faith, and Love.  
We will begin this emphasis in September As God’s 
people, we have been given the high honor of being His 
stewards.  As His stewards, we are called to manage 
faithfully all that we’ve been entrusted with according to 
God’s will and benefit.  Because of God’s generous gifts 
of grace, faith, and love, we can accomplish all that God 
asks us to do.  God works in and through us as we be-
come His hands, feet, and mouth.  Each week during 
this three-week emphasis, we will be focusing on one of 
the three virtues, grace, faith, and love. 
 
In week one, our focus is on God’s undeserved kind-
ness and love which the Bible calls grace.  God’s grace 
comes from God through Jesus and His work for us.  It 
is not something we have a right to.  Jesus obtained it 
for us.  We get it freely because of the obedience and 
sacrifice of Jesus.  This saving grace also enables and 
motivates us to be God’s stewards.  The power of God’s 
grace in our lives compels us to use our time, talents, 
and money in ways that glorify God. 
 
In week two, we are reminded that it is through faith that 
we have access into God’s grace and a new relation-
ship with Him.  Through faith, God changes us, and we 
are born anew of Him.  Not only does faith justify us and 
give us peace with God (Romans 5:1), we are told by 
James and other writers that faith produces works 
(James 2:18).  Faith leads to action.  Through faith, we 
are empowered to fulfill God’s purposes.  Our deeds as 
stewards are evidence of our faith. 
 
The third week we will focus on the virtue of love.  Love 
ought to follow faith.  Love seeks the welfare of others.  
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.  No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in 
us” (1 John 4:11-12).  God’s love in Christ will compel 
us to do things that appear foolish to unbelievers.  
God’s love prompts us to give freely of our time, talents, 
and treasures to help others and extend His kingdom. 
 
I hope and pray that God will use the sermon messages 
on Stewards Transformed by Grace, Faith, and Love to 
draw you closer to Him.  I also urge you to make every 
effort to attend the Bible studies and read the devotions as 
a family as we focus on grace, faith, and love. 

Pastor Brian Pape 

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT 
WE ARE ABOUT!  

 
A NEW MEMBER CLASS 
will begin on Wednesday 
October 5

th
 at 6:00 PM.  We 

will meet in the lower level.   
A Sign up sheet for the class can be found on the  
bulletin board across from the reception desk.  The 
class will run for four (4) consecutive  Wednesdays.  
The class will last for one hour. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Brian 

THURSDAY MORNING STUDY WILL BEGIN ON 
SEPTEMBER 22 AT 9:00 AM.  We will be studying  
1 & 2 Peter.  Everyone is welcome! 

Elizabeth Circle will meet for a 
salad luncheon and Bible study 
on September 19 beginning at 
11:20 am in the lower level.  
New study called “Cure for the  
Common Life” will begin on  
October 17.  
 
 

Please come join us! 
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Churchwide Updates 

Seven couples – ranging from seven years to 
over fifty years of marriage – committed to  
attending the Art of Marriage six-week series 
this summer. The Art of Marriage focuses on 
God’s design for marriage – leading to happier 
and healthier marriages. Together we explored 
topics including: the purpose of marriage, 
avoiding isolation, roles in marriage,  
communication, intimacy and leaving a legacy. 
The sessions began with a wonderful meal and 
then entertaining videos.  
 
Then we launched into small group discussion. 
Each discussion was lively! So much was 
learned from sharing our experiences and  
encouraging one another.  
 
As Friendship continues to prioritize family life 
and marriage ministry, we hope to be able to 
offer additional opportunities in the coming 
year.  
 
Ryan and Caitlin Drake 

The baby bottle collection to benefit the  
Pregnancy Resource Center in Champaign is 
ending. Please  return your bottles even if they 
are not filled. All the money will be donated to 
Living Alternatives, the official name of the  
Pregnancy center. Thank you so much for your 
faithfulness to this life saving cause.  

FAMILY EVENT 
 
We will be having a church 
family event on Friday, Sep-
tember 30th at 6:30 pm.  
 
We will have a wiener roast, 
bags tournament and sing-

ing.  Bring your own meat, buns and a side dish. 
Water, S’mores, condiments, plates, napkins 
and silverware   provided. Also bring lawn chairs 
and bags if you have them. 
 

Mark your calendars for the Dinner Theater, In 
Bethlehem Inn, on December 9 and 10 at 6:30 
pm.  Come join us and be a guest at Eli Merri-
man’s inn, which he thinks is the finest inn in 
Bethlehem.  Some might disagree. Just make 
sure not to empty your chamber pot out the  
window and there is no loud shouting or singing 
before sunrise!  You will be the guest on the 
night that Jesus was born. Be prepared for silly 
servants, strange events and a conclusion that 
will leave you speechless. Guaranteed to make 
you laugh and maybe even cry at the end.   
Tickets are $25 for adults, $15 for kids 6-12 and 
$10 for kids 5 and under; $80 whole family.  Half 
the proceeds go to youth missions and the other 
half goes to local missions. 
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Elder’s Corner 
Read 2 Peter 1:3-11 
 
Life can be hard with many disappointments.  The Bible states in vs. 3 “His divine power has given us everything we need for 
life and godliness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own Glory and Goodness.”  God makes it possible for 
us to attain Holiness.  We must work it out as a partnership in a joint  venture. 
 
Believers’ have received a faith and salvation.  God must provide the power for a Christian’s life of faith.  The Christian life 
comes through our knowledge of His Word.  So, God gave us His Son Jesus for our Salvation and His Holy Spirit to under-
stand His Word giving us faith.  
 
God delivers His great and precious promises so we might escape the world’s corruption and evil desires over coming daily 
temptations (vs. 4).  1 Corinthians 10:13 states that God will give us a way out when we are tempted. 
 
Now vs. 5 tells what we must do.  We must add to our faith the following Godly virtues: 

Goodness – moral excellence 
Spiritual knowledge – through study of His Word 
Self-control 
Perseverance 
Godliness – develop your character 
Brotherly kindness  
Agape love 
 

We must process these virtues, grow in qualities.  Do not be unproductive or ineffective.  We must demonstrate our spiritual 
life in our words and actions as a witness and encourager to others.  This is accomplished by reading and studying daily to 
keep our mind on the Lord.  This can be done with a daily devotion to start each day.  We can participate in a bible study to 
help us grow in the Word and find the Joy God has for us.  Finally, we must attend Worship in a church or group gathering to 
encourage each other and show our praise for God. 

Glory, Hallelujah --God is Good all the Time and all the Time, God is Good. 

Help the young person, parents, or care givers access profes-
sional help as soon as possible. This may involve taking them 
to the emergency room of a hospital, a community mental 
health center, or a doctor’s office. Do not leave the young 
person alone. People rarely act on suicidal thoughts with other 
people present. If the suicidal person has a weapon or is  
behaving aggressively toward you, seek assistance from the 
police to protect yourself. Let them know the person is  
suicidal. 
 
After the crisis has passed, help ensure the young person 
gets whatever ongoing psychological and medical help they 
need. Accessing the appropriate services, supports, and  
treatment is not always easy and may take weeks, assist as 
you are able. 
 
If the young person asks you to promise not to tell anyone 
else that he is suicidal, refuse. You should never agree to 
keep the risk of suicide a secret. Respect the person’s right to 
privacy and involve him/her in decisions regarding who else 
needs to know. If he/she still refuses you must act out against 
their wishes and contact the parents and/or health profession-
als. Explain you are acting to keep them safe and assure him/
her that you care about them. Do your best for the young  
person you are trying to help. Despite our best efforts some 
people still die by suicide. Make sure you are asking for and 
accepting care for your own social support networks. Seek 
support from colleagues, friends, and family. Allow yourself 
time for reflection and healing. Remember to respect the 
young person’s right to privacy. Pray for your young person  
to be able to feel God’s love. 

 
A note of thanks and appreciation for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy shown to me and my  
family during the recent loss of my father. It meant so 
much. Joetta  
 
 
Elmer and Gayle wish to thank their wonderful 
Friendship family for all your prayers and thoughts 
and well wishes at the time of Elmer’s heart attack. 
Praise God he seems to be doing well. 

Parish Nurse 
Seeking Professional Help for Suicidal Persons 
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Supplication (Requesting Something) 

Thanksgiving 

In Our Prayers † 

Celebrations 

 Prayers of healing and a fast recovery for Kevin 
who had foot surgery. 

 Prayers for Janet who lost her husband after a 
long illness. 

 Prayers for Lloyd who is awaiting results from a 
biopsy. 

 Prayers for Pastor Ziegler and his sisters for safe 
travel to Iowa. 

 Prayers of healing for Donna. 

 Prayers of healing for LuAnn. 

 Continued prayers of healing for Jacquie. 

 Prayers for Willard as he nears life’s end to be with 
the Lord. 

 Prayers for Joetta and family as they prepare. 

 Prayers of healing for Jackie. 

 Prayers for Hazel’s Grandson Henry who has had 
a fever and it is not getting better.  The doctors 
don't know why he is sick or  what he might have.  

 Pray for strength and God's guidance for Pam and 
Bryan in making a decision regarding the best 
place to have Wesley's heart procedure done.  Ask 
God to be with Wesley and the doctors during this 
procedure--give the doctors wisdom and skill and 
allow Wesley's heart to respond to the procedure 
in a good way.  Pray for trust, faith and God's 
peace for this family.    

 Prayers for Joetta and family as they grief the loss 
of her father who went to be with the Lord. 

 Lift up Terry who will have a needle biopsy of his 
thyroid. 

 Prayers for Mary Claire as she leaves for college 
this week. 

September Birthdays  
9/1 Roger Francisco 
9/2 Cheyenne Kizer 
9/10 Aliannah Taylor 
9/11 Christopher Morris 
9/17 Mark Wetzel 
9/19 Christopher Armstrong 
9/20 Brooklyn Ladage 
9/22 Lauren Penick 
 
 
 

September Baptisms 
Amy Carlson,  
Ben Mehlan,   
Christopher  Miller,  
Lora Carlson,   
 
September Anniversaries 
9/3  Pastor Brian and Monica Pape 
9/9  Kenneth and Linda Vaughn 
9/12 Ryan & Caitlin Drake 
9/22 Peter and Lora Carlson 
9/24 Dan & Catherine Luhrsen 

Word on Our Missionaries 
Reaching the Unreached 

Pascal and Mary, Ivory Coast 

 
 
 

 Prayer of thanks for another birthday Chris! 

 Prayers of thankfulness for Grant’s safe return. 

 Praise God for the good outcome for Elmer. 

 Thanks for the lives of Ben & Betty. Thanks for 
their opportunity to serve others and teach in 
Taiwan for 2 years. Bless their sharing of Jesus 
and keep them safe. 

 Thank you Lord for Your guidance. Help us to 
remain strong even when the world around us 
calls us crazy. Keep my faith strong as we wait 
for Your next step to be revealed.  

 Please speak a prayer of praise and thanksgiv-
ing for successful surgery for our  dear sister 
Davida.   

 Praise and Thanksgiving for a successful multi-
bypass surgery and continued healing for Mike. 

 Thanksgiving for Bridget’s 4th birthday! 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your support of our 
recent produce sales. If you have excess produce, please 
feel free to bring it and share. All donations go to Pascal 
and Mary, If you just want to make a regularly monthly 
donation to their support, just place it in an envelope 
marked “missionaries, or Pascal & Mary. Put these in the 
Sunday morning offering. You can also just write Pascal & 
Mary on the memo line of your check. All this will help us 
reach our monthly goal of $300. 
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  1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 

9:00 Service 
10:15 Bible Time 
 
 
 
 
No Youth Group 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

6 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 

7 
8:45 Prayer Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 

8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
Youth Group 7:00-9:00 
 

12 

 
 

13 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:00 Council Mtg. 

14 
8:45 Prayer Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Youth Group going 
to the Drive-In! 

17 
 

18 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
 

19 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
 
 

 
 

20 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 

21 
8:45 Prayer Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 

22 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

23 24 
 

25 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
Youth Group 5:45 

26 27 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 

28 
8:45 Prayer Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 

29 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
6:30 Prayer Shawl 

30 
Family Event- 
6:30 Weiner Roast 

 

  Sunday          Monday          Tuesday        Wednesday         Thursday   Friday  Saturday 

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 

Pastor on Vacation 
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Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
Pastoral Care 

Pastor Brian Pape 
pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
 

Staff 
Cindy Furtney - Church Secretary 

office@friendshiplutheran.com 
(Office hours 9:00-3:00) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

OUR MISSION: 
 

To Joyfully connect people to 

Christ and His family.  

Sept. 4 
9:00 a.m. Summer Service with 

communion 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible 

Studies 

 
Starting Sept. 11 

 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible 

Studies 
 

10:30 a.m.  Non-Traditional  
Service 

________________________ 
 

J.A.M. (Jesus and me!) for children 3 to 
third grade at 10:30 Service. 

 
Holy Communion is offered on the  

1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00 service 
and the 2nd and 4th Sundays at the 

10:30 service . It is also offered at both 
services on 5th Sundays in a month. 

We need a  
volunteer! 

 
To pick up the donated Panera bread  

every 3rd Friday of the month.  
(The Marketview Panera (by the Mall)).  

 
If this is something you are interested in, 

please call Fay Drews at 908-265-2767 or 
email her at f.drews@att.net. 


