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August,  2016 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
August 27—Turkey Run (p.3) 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the calendar at 
www.friendshiplutheran.com  

Pastor Brian Writes— 

What a great time to be in the fields for 
the Lord!  I’ve said it before and I’ll say it 
again, “There has never been a better 
time to be a Christian!” 
 
Now as soon as you read that last quote, 
many of you might have thought to your-
self, “Wait a minute.  Has pastor lost 
it?”  And with all the anti-Christian rhetoric 
going around I guess I wouldn’t blame 
you. But NO, I don’t believe I’ve lost  
anything.  The Bible says that, “The fields 
are ripe and the harvest waiting. Send 
workers into the fields…”   
 
Can you remember a time when you felt 
the spirit of the Lord upon you; filling you, 
strengthening you, claiming you?    
Certainly it happened when you were 
baptized into the family of God. But what 
if that dwelling (or might I say swelling) of 
the Holy spirit was something that was 
always present? We see it over and over 
again throughout scripture.  “And Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit…”  “And he 
(Stephen), filled with the Holy Spirit…”  
 “And all gathered were filled with the 
Holy Spirit…”   So it stand to reason that it 
would continue today. 
 
Coming back from the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans, LA some of 
you have asked me if I was rested or 
tired.  Well, actually a little bit of 
both.  Physically having longer, and very 
active days, that went into to late night on 
a regular basis was physically demanding 
(not to mention New Orleans heat). Being 
part of the high level of praise and wor-
ship, sitting in on excellent speakers, as 
well as seeing 25,000 young people unite 
and praise Jesus served as a spiritual 
renewal.  The theme of the event was IN 
CHRIST ALONE.  In Christ Alone we 
have our JOY.   In Christ Alone we have 
our identity.  In Christ Alone we have our 
humility. And, In Christ Alone we have 
Community!   
 

Together we traveled with Paul through 
much of his letter to the Philippians.  It 
was amazing! 
 
And now we have the challenge to extend 
the Energy, Optimism and Opportunities. 
But it is not just the challenge of those 
who attended. The thing is, each of you 
who are reading this article are already in 
“the fields.”  If you look around you will 
see that the fields are ripe and the  
harvest ready.  There are so many in the 
world who do not know the JOY of being 
in Christ Alone. Many find their worth in 
themselves; only to find that they continu-
ally come up short. Having our identity in 
Christ Alone, we have a different (freeing) 
perspective.  It is Christ who has done 
everything for us and those in the 
world.  This fact is also a humbling experi-
ence.  Seeing Jesus – true God, in  
humility take on the form of man is (to 
many) crazy.  But He did!  Then he even 
took on to Himself our sin, yours and 
mine.  And why? Well, so that you and I 
could be freed from sin’s punishment and 
experience true life and salvation! This is 
JOY! This is your Identity!  This is  
Humility! 
 
Finally, it was amazing that there were 
25,000 participants.  Over and over again 
the speakers at the Mass Events told us 
that although there may be times when 
you feel like a minority; that you feel like 
you are all alone to just look around you. 
The world is against you, but you are not 
alone.  You are in a Community in 
CHRIST ALONE!  And so they are.  AND 
SO YOU ARE.  YOU who are reading this 
article.  You who know Jesus as your 
Lord and Savior. Isn’t it time for you to 
share that GOOD NEWS with others.   
Trust me, they’re ripe for the picking! 
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Youth Night Sunday night  from 7-9. 

All High School Youth are welcome and bring friends! 

We’d love to see you all there!  

August 7 at the Carlson’s 

August  14—Local Missions 

August 21 at the church 

August 28-No scheduled meeting 
(canoeing on the 27th) 

 

BUDGET UPDATE       (1/1/2016-7/312016)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)   $  139,142.31 
Expense (Year-to-date)    $  178,357.27 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)   $      1,227.00 

 With the Young Crowd 

SUNDAY SCHOOL      
                                 
SUNDAY SCHOOL – RALLY DAY – SEPTEMBER 11 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer.  It is hard to imagine that July has already drawn to a close 
and the month of August is upon us.  With August comes the final days of family vacations, days at 
the local pool, the end of summer sport leagues and to no one’s surprise the beginning of 
school.  Well Sunday school is about to begin as well. We are in need of volunteers to lead our young 
ones in Christ. See Pastor Brian if you are interested.   

Check out SCRIP, Scrip is the sale of gift cards. They 
are for full value at the store that you are purchasing 
But by buying them from us, we get a percentage back 
from the company. All the proceeds are to help fund our 
youth programs. Please prayerfully consider becoming 
involved in the program to help our youth! We have 
limited stock on hand but we can order for you. If you 
need an order form, would like to place an order, or 
need more information, please contact the Church     
Office at 355-0454. 



J.A.M. = Jesus And Me time   WILL WE HAVE IT??? 
This is the time during Pastor’s sermons that allows for the little ones 3-6 years old to gather  
in the lower level and receive an age appropriate lesson.  We have been providing J.A.M. 
(children’s church) for many years. We are in great need of parents and volunteers to step up 
to lead these lessons.  If enough parents or volunteers step up  to create a SUSTAINABLE  
program we will again provide this service.  If not they we will not be providing  
this service and the children will need to remain with their families.  
Please contact Pastor Brian or the office as well as Nikki Miller at 552-2626.  
Thanks for prayerfully considering this wonderful ministry opportunity! 

Churchwide Updates 

 Family Event 

Baby Bottle Collection for  

Living   Alternatives  

This project continues until August 14.  Please pick up a  
bottle, if you haven’t, fill with your spare change, and  
return all bottles by the 14th.  Thanks very much for your 
support. 

It’s that time for updates!  
I’m asking that you fill out information so I can  
update and check our data base. Summer is the 
best time for me to do this. Please fill out and turn 
in your forms within the next two weeks. There is a 
basket for the forms on the secretary’s desk. 

Our family event in August is going to be so much fun for all ages. We are taking a canoe/kayak trip on the Sugar 
Creek River by Turkey Run State Park on Saturday, August 27th. Please let me know by August 15th if you want 
me to reserve a canoe or two or a kayak! They are Located on State Road 47 just East of Jct. of 41 and 47 - 
across from Turkey Run State Park Campground, ½ mile West of the Main Entrance to the Park. We are doing the 
JACKSON BRIDGE 6 MILE TRIP.  We will see 2 covered bridges, including historic Jackson Covered Bridge. Ca-
noeing at your own pace-fast or slow- will take about  2.5 to 3.5 hours. Sugar Valley is on Eastern Standard time-
which is one hour before Illinois.  We will need to be at Sugar Valley Canoes no later than 11:30 - BUT 10:30 am 
OUR TIME to allow time for registration, instructions, and other preparations. Buses transporting us to the river 
leave on time. Our bus will be departing at 12 o’clock (again 11:00 am our time).  The pick-up times when we are 
done are:  2:45 & 4:15 (Indiana time). Please bring lunch for you and anyone else coming with you (and lots of 
water) since we will be canoeing over the lunch hour. We will try to stay together and stop for lunch as a group. 
  
We will meet at the church at 8:15 am (our time) for anyone wanting to carpool. Sugar Creek is about an hour and 
a half to an hour and 45 minutes from our church.  If you want to drive separately, you take I-74 East to Indiana. 
Exit onto US 41 South. Follow US 41 to SR 47, turn left (East). One Mile on right. 

 
We are doing a Dinner Theater this year!  Keep your eyes open for more 
details.  Please contact Monica Pape or Sara Jane if you are interested in 
being in the dinner theater.  If acting is not your thing, then we can use help 
with food prep, set design, costumes, church decorating and advertising.  
Please let Monica or Sara Jane know if you are interested in that as well.   



Parish Nurse Notes 
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First Aid for Suicidal Thoughts and Behaviors (con’t from last month) 

 
How can I tell how serious the situation is? 
You need to determine whether the young person has vague or more serious suicidal thoughts. There are 3  
questions you need to ask. 
1. Have you decided how you would kill yourself? 
2. Have you decided when you would do it? 
3. Have you taken steps to secure the things you need to carry out your plan? 
 
A higher level of planning means a greater risk. Please remember that a lack of a plan is not enough to ensure a 
person’s safety. All thoughts of suicide must be taken seriously. 
 
Extra risk factors include using alcohol or drugs. These make a person more susceptible to acting on impulse.  
The second factor is a previous suicide attempt. 
 
How can I keep a person safe? 
A young person who is actively suicidal should not be left on their own. If you can’t stay with him/her, arrange for 
someone else to do so. In addition, give the person a safety contact who is available at all times-a friend, family 
member, or an informal professional help giver. 
 
It is important to help the young person think about people or things that have supported him in the past. Find out 
if those things are still available. Do not use guilt or threats to prevent suicide. Offer to pray with them and remind 
them of God’s love and purpose for them. The following are suicide hotlines that are toll free and available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 
1-800-SUICIDE (784-2433) 
1-800 273-TALK (8255) 
1-800-799-4TTY (8255) for hearing/speech impaired 

Elder’s Corner 
Read Psalm 47.  PRAISING GOD—Read Psalm 50 PLEASING GOD!! 
 
       “OFFER TO GOD THANKSGIVING, AND PAY YOUR VOWS TO THE MOST HIGH.  Call upon Me in the day 
of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me” (v. 14-15).  The people had come to God’s court and said, 
“You can’t judge us.  We have been offering You sacrifices.”  And God replied, “I will not rebuke you for your  
sacrifices or your burnt offerings, which are continually before Me.  I will not take a bull from your house, nor goats 
out of your folds” (v. 8-9).  He also said, “If I were hungry, I would not tell you; for the world is Mine, and all its  
fullness” (v. 12).  He was saying, “When you bring Me these sacrifices, you are only giving to Me what I have  
already given to you.” 
       Think about that.  When you put your offering in the plate, are you giving God something that isn’t already His?  
Who gives you the strength to work?  God.  Who protects you to and from work? God.  Who gives you the skills to 
work?  God.  Therefore, when we bring material offerings to Him, which He wants us to do, we are only bringing 
what He already has given us.  God promises to give us all our needs.  “Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay your 
vows to the Most High” (v. 14). 
       The sacrifices God wants most from us originate in our hearts – calling upon Him, thanking Him, and obeying 
Him in all things.  Bring to Him thanksgiving and praise.  God does not give us thanksgiving and then say “Give it 
back to Me.”  No, He waits for us to praise Him.  Bring to Him obedience:  “Pay your vows to the Most High” (v.14).  
Bring to Him prayer:  “Call upon Me in the day of trouble” (v. 15).  When we bring these sacrifices, we glorify the 
Lord. 

God wants your sacrifices to be from the heart.  So often we receive from Him     without returning thanks 
and praise.  Do you want to bring glory to God this day?   Thank Him for what He is doing for you.  Obey 
His Word.  Bring your problems to      Him.  These are all opportunities He can use to bring glory to Himself.                            
GOD Loves Us and wants Us to Love HIM. 
 

From; Prayer, Praise & Promises by Warren W. Wiersbe. 



Word on Our Missionaries 

Reaching the Unreached 
Pascal & Mary, Ivory Coast 
 
Thank you for your mission support for Pascal & Mary. 
We need to raise $300 a month to support their work in 
the Ivory Coast. Pascal in ministering in 6 different 
churches in 6 different villages. He is presently training 3 
disciples to minister in new villages. In this rapidly chang-
ing world, he is staying the course. I pray that WE can 
stay the course!  
 
Here are some suggestions: 

 Stay centered in Christ when the world distracts you. 

 Stay compassionate toward others when hate sur-
rounds you. 

 Stay connected to the church when people disappoint 
you. 

 Stay committed to the faith when doubt overwhelms 
you. 

 Stay consistent in your walk when life tries you. 

 Stay constructive in your relationship when love fails 
you. 

 Stay challenged to grow when complacency tempts 
you. 

 Stay convinced of His coming when hope fails you. 

 Stay calm in your heart when trials surround you. 

 
 
John 16:33 “In the world you will have tribulation, but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Our Community 

5 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you know Living Alternatives is very excited to soon be open-
ing the doors of Merci’s Refuge to hurting, wounded women who 
are longing for freedom, and healing in their life. In order to help 
with a staffing change, they are looking for volunteers to help in 
various ways at the pregnancy Center throughout the week. 
This will ensure that they can continue to service their clients 5 
days a week without interruption in the services or care they 
receive..   
If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please fill out a 
volunteer application found on their website, 
www.hopeforafuture.com, or through the office at 217-398-6511. 
 
 

 
 

 
JUST WHAT IS THE WHIPPOORWILL CHALLENGE? 
The Whippoorwill Challenge is the Camp CILCA Golf Out-
ing. It takes place at The Rail in Springfield, Illinois Friday 
September 23

rd
. The cost I $60 which includes green 

fees, cart, prizes, and a meal! 
 



Supplication (Requesting Something) 

Thanksgiving 

In Our Prayers  

Celebrations 

 Prayers for Herbert’s recovery. 

 Prayers for Justine as she travels to Peru on a 
mission trip. 

 Prayers of healing for Larry as he recovers from 
shoulder surgery. 

 Prayers for Jacquie as she has surgery. 

 Continued prayers for Dagan. 

 Continued Prayers for Linda.  

 Prayers for Mae who is in the hospital in St. Louis 

who may have had a stroke or TIA . 

 Prayers  of comfort for the family of David who passed 
away from Chron’s Disease & Alcoholism. 

 Prayers for Sara with ailments of 
back and leg discomfort. 

 
August Birthdays  
8/6   Kaliyah Stamper 
8/8   Marilyn Reifsteck, Christopher Miller 
8/10 Lora Carlson 
8/14 Ben Mehlan 
8/27 Amy Carlson 
8/28 Bridget Levan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
August Baptisms 
Dave Clark, Sarah Clapp, Christopher Mehlan,  
Kirsten Miller, R. Oostdyk, Alyssa Ortel, Elmer Zuehls 
 
 
 

August Anniversaries 
8/21 Mark & Terri Wetzel 

Prayer of thanksgiving for the ability to conceive  
and prayers for a healthy baby and pregnancy. 
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Does your heart break for those who go through disasters and are in need of trained help?  Have you felt some-
what helpless because you didn’t know how to get plugged in?  We are excited to announce that L.E.R.T. training 
is coming soon.  Sunday August 21

st
 we will have a guest with us who will explain the upcoming L.E.R.T. His 

name is Steven born and he is part of the LCMS Disaster response team/network.   The actual training day is 
scheduled for September 10

th
 (8:00-4:30) and will be at Trinity Lutheran church in Urbana, Illinois. Call Trinity for 

more information or registration. 

Lutheran Early Response Training (LERT) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=anniversary&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-MpXhx_lHn6v1M&tbnid=OZ6cxSCpi44PfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2F99galleries.com%2Fcategory%2FAnniversary%2F&ei=xvWsUe3hMe2hyAGq4YGgCA&bvm=bv.47244034,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNF
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7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 
 
 

3 
5:00 Praise Team 

4 
9:00 LWML 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 

7 

8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Non-Traditional 
 
 
Youth Group 6:00-9:00 
At the Carlson’s 

8 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
 
 

9 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:00 Council Mtg. 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 

10 
5:00 Praise Team 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 

8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
Youth Group –local 
Missions 
 
 

15 

 
 

16 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 

17 
5:00 Praise Team 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Non-Traditional 
 
Youth Group 7:00-9:00 

22 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 

23 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 

24 
5:00 Praise Team 

25 
6:30 Prayer Shawl 

26 27 
Turkey Run! 

28 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
No Youth Group  
(Canoeing on the 27th) 

29 30 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 

31 
5:00 Praise Team 

   

Sunday     Monday    Tuesday Wednesday     Thursday          Friday          Saturday 

7 * Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 



OUR MISSION: 
 

To Joyfully connect people to Christ 

and His family.  

 

 

 

 

Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
Pastoral Care 

Pastor Brian Pape 
pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
 

Staff 
Cindy Furtney - Church Secretary 

office@friendshiplutheran.com 
(Office hours 9:00-3:00) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

9:00 a.m. Summer Service 
 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School & 
Bible Studies 

 
 
 

_______________________ 
 

Holy Communion is offered 
every other week beginning 

on June 5. 


