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March,  2016 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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 March 20— March 27  

       Holy Week 
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Pastor Brian Writes— 

    Can you ever get tired of hearing 
those words?  I certainly cannot!  
As EASTER approaches earlier 
than it has for several years, the 
excitement is already beginning to 
grow.  The meaning of Easter, is 
central to every true Christian.  He 
is RISEN! He is no longer dead! 
 

Following His great sacrifice on the 
cross and His burial, Jesus rose 
from the tomb and appeared to 
many people.  In John 20:10-18 he 
appeared to Mary Magdalene.  He 
appeared to many other women in 
Matthew 28:8-10.  And the list goes 
on: Cleopas and another disciple on 
the road to Emmaus; the eleven 
disciples plus others; repeatedly to 
his disciples and the Apostles and 
to the crowds.    
 

Of course, none of us doubts the 

resurrection of our Lord. But what 

does that resurrection mean for us 

today? Consider the following story: 

He’s No Longer in the Grave 
 

In 1887, twenty two years after the 
assassination of President       
Abraham Lincoln, his coffin was 
dug up and opened because there 
were constant rumors that his body 
was not in the grave. So they dug it 
up and the body was there. The 
rumors continued so 14 years later 
they had to dig it up again. Both 
times witnesses were present who 

testified that Lincoln was still in the 
grave.  
 

Three days after the death of Jesus 
Christ, similar rumors began to 
spread throughout the land of     
Israel. Only this time there were no 
witnesses who could say that they 
had seen His body. In fact, to the 
contrary, many witnesses claimed 
to have seen him out of His grave 
and even talked with Him after the 
resurrection.  
 

As great a man as Lincoln was 
there were witnesses to prove he 
was still in the grave. If one of our 
Presidents or another leader in our 
government were to cry out today to 
Lincoln for help, there would be no 
response. If a scientist were to cry 
out to Einstein for help today there 
would only be empty silence. If 
someone were to call out to        
Mohammed or Buddha or Gandhi 
today there would be no help. But if 
you and I call out to Jesus Christ 
there is instant power available 
to us... power to change 
lives ...why? Because He lives! 
 

Yes indeed!  Because Christ lives 
we too live.  The old is gone and 
the new has come.  I hope that you 
and your family celebrate this     
joyous fact this Easter, as well as 
each and every day of your lives.   
 

                                Pastor Brian  

HE LIVES! HE LIVES! WHO ONCE WAS DEAD! 
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BUDGET UPDATE    (1/1/2015-2/29/2016)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)   $  39,075.10 
Expense (Year-to-date)    $  52,528.14 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)   $       777.00 

With the Young Crowd 
We would like to THANK you 
all so much for supporting the 
youth and helping us with 
fundraising for our trip to the 
National Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans in July.          
Although we still have a ways 

to go, we are confident we will succeed largely because of your help and support.  
 

 

The first Saturday in March marks our next fundraiser—  

TRIVIA NIGHT.  
March 5

th
 from 5—9pm with babysitting available and a 

meal. The price is $17 per person at the door.  Don’t 
worry if you haven’t signed up yet: even if this a last mi-
nute decision, PLEASE COME!  A piece of “Trivia” for 
you:  The first known documented labeling of this casual 
parlor game as "Trivia" was in a Columbia Daily      
Spectator column published on February 5, 1965.  This 
is going to be a really fun night where your recall of 
some nostalgic treasures long stored in your brain is 
tested. 
 

Other updates:  
 

We are cancelling the talent show and Auction we had planned for April 17th.  We simply were not able to 
recruit enough people to make this type event work.  
 

So….    
From April until July we will have several smaller FUNdraisers, designed for easy Sunday participation.  

For example, in May we are looking at putting the - male students - in the youth group’s faces on jar’s. 
Money can be put into the jars and whichever student has the most money has to shave his head or legs 
for all to see. Other things might be selling pie’s or t-shirts.   We are open to fun and manageable ideas. 
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With the Young Crowd 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We are going to Winter Jam, a giant     
Christian concert with numerous famous 
artists, on Sunday, March 20

th
.  Jam is in    

Peoria.  Last month we thought we could 
leave the church around 3:30 pm, but the 
word out is that if we aren’t in line hours 
ahead, we’re not getting in, so the new plan is 
to leave the church around 2 pm.  It is only 
$10 at the door. This event is open to        
everyone, not just youth. If anyone else from 
church wants to attend, please call the church 
at 355-0454. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
On April 10th the students want to do a servant 
event. They really enjoy serving others. This might 
be: 
Household work (inside or out) that some of you 
need help with (Let us know so we can organize 
that for this day.)   
OR … 
Perhaps we can volunteer for a servant-type things 
project in Champaign. That would be great too.   
Don’t be shy if you have a need or an idea! 

 
 
Confirmation Sunday is April 3!!  
We have three wonderful girls that will be getting          
confirmed at the 10:30 service. Following the service there 
will be a cake reception. 
 
These girls have been studying for this for two years. It 
has been a joy of mine, personally, getting to know them 
on a deeper level. They are all three very smart girls that 
ask thoughtful questions. I think all three are mature for 
their ages, in general but also in their faith. My prayer for 
them is that they never lose that as they go through their 
lives.  
                                                               — Katrina 
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Family News 

 

 
 
 
Our next family event on Sunday March 13th at 
6pm, is a movie night.  We will be watching War 
Room.  This movie about a seemingly perfect    
family looking to fix their problems with the help of 
Miss Clara, an older, wiser woman, is focused on 
the  power of prayer. Please come! Bring family 
and friends. We will provide food and drink. There 
will be pizza available and chips. If you need a   
gluten free option, please let Katrina know.   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Update—New Format 
        The Educational Leadership Team of Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy has been meeting to        
brainstorm options to increase family participation in Sunday School. We are excited to bring a new  
format to Sunday School that will enable more children to participate.  
  

       The new format will look like this:  There will no longer be Sunday 

School at 9:15. Children go to church with their family as usual.  After 
the children’s message, children will be dismissed to    Children’s 

Church (formerly JAM) where they will go directly with their Sunday 
School teacher for a  lesson and activity time. Teachers and children 
will return to the worship service approximately 11:25 so that your chil-
dren will join you to participate in the end of the worship service.  Teachers will rotate teaching so that 
they will also have opportunity to attend worship.   
 

        This new trial format will start March 6 and run through May 22. At that time, the team 

will meet to reevaluate.  Of course, we will be ask-
ing for your input and thoughts as well.     
 

         We are excited to see how God is working in 
bringing Sunday School to the families in a “out of 
the box” format! 
                                                                                 
Sincerely,  
       
Friendship Educational Leadership Team  
     
 Blanche Stoller, Peg Peterson,                            
 Jean Hagen, Denise Pacey, Katrina Ward 
 

Family Event—March 13 

There will be movies for the 
children in the 9:15 timeslot 

so that parents may still  
attend adult Sunday school 

or Bible studies.  



Churchwide Updates 

      For all Friendship members who are Thrivent members, it is once again time to designate where 
you  would like your Choice Dollars to be spent. Each month dividends from your policies are put into 
your account. These dividends can be directed to the church or charity of your choice.  Last year our     
members directed $145 to our church.  Thank you very much! 
 

It is easy to direct your Choice Dollars by calling 1-800-847-4836 and indicating “Choice Dollars”. Have 
your policy number handy.  Another option is to go on-line to Thrivent.com and click on “Choice        
Dollars”.  Your choice dollars should be designated by March 31, 2016.  Thank you for taking the time 
to do this to benefit our church. 

CALLING ALL FRIENDSHIP MEN OF JOY! 

      This year Easter comes early.  March 27th will be a day 
to rejoice for sure! 
 

      As is the tradition here the MEN OF FRIENDSHIP are 
charged with providing the EASTER BREAKFAST.  We’re 
looking for a ‘few good men’, actually several, to help this 
Easter.  Plans have begun. To volunteer please contact 

Rich Armstrong at 954-8437 . 

Thrivent Choice Dollars Designation 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS       
         As winter fades away the opportunity  
to enjoy the outside comes our way.  Since  
Easter comes so early this year, an outdoor    
WORKDAY is being scheduled for some time 
in April. Please keep your eyes open for the  
opportunity to PLUG IN.   

 

                                                                                               I am looking for individuals who can help out   
                                                                     with the lawn mowing duties here at the  
church.  My plan is to work out some sort of rotation so that one person isn’t doing all the work. God 
has blessed FLCJ with a wonderful commercial grade mower to help in the task.  Please consider this 
as an invitation to use your God-given talents to the Glory of God.         
                                                                                                               Allen Hagen     1-608-301-6022     

From Trustees 

 
LWML will be meeting 
on Tuesday, March 8th 
at 7:00p.m. at Marty 
Carlson's home.  We 
need to collect for     
operating expenses 
($10/member).  Also if you have mites for 
Easter, go ahead and bring those.  It will be a 
refreshing time of fellowship and Bible study. 
All ladies of Friendship, young and old, are 
invited.   

Mission Sunday—March 13th 

For March the Mission Sunday theme will be a bread  
sale.  Consider bringing your specialty, be it muffins,  
sweet breads, regular bread or whatever.  Donations to  
Pascal & Mary Kossi will be gratefully accepted from 
those who want to take home goodies.  Thank you so 
much for your support to help us raise the $300 we     
                                         send the Kossi’s every  
                                         month. 
 
                                         See an updated report on 
                                         Our missionaries on page 7. 
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RIDERS  
NEEDED!  



Elder’s Corner 
Read Psalm 122, showing the joy of going to 
the House of the Lord.                                                                            
                                         
A Place of Prayer and Praise 

Are you glad when it’s time to go to the 
house of God to worship?  Are you really happy 
when, on the Lord’s Day or any other day, you can 
go to church?  The psalmist was.  “I was glad when 
they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the 
Lord’” (v. 1).   Christians belong to each other.  We 

are the sheep of God’s flock.  We’re the children in 
His family, and we should want to worship Him  
together.  We worship the Lord privately as well. I 
trust that every day you read His Word and pray 
and worship Him.  Daily devotions read together as 
a family is excellent for learning and teaching our 
children God’s Word.  Doing all things as a worship 

to God is a good example to others of God’s love. 
 The house of God is a place for praise.  
Verse 4 talks about the tribes of Israel going up to 
give thanks in the name of the Lord.  We also go 
into the house of God to praise Him and how much 
we have to praise Him for!  Charles Spurgeon used 
to say that Christians are prone to write their com-
plaints in marble and their blessings in the sand.  
How soon we forget what God has done for us.  
The next time you go to church, praise Him for all 
He has done. 
 

 God’s house is also a place for prayer.  In 
verse 6 the psalmist says to pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem.  I hope you are praying for all God’s 
people and for peace in the world.  I hope you also 
are praying for peace in our congregation, in our 
community, and for those who are in authority.  We 
are also to pray for prosperity--the riches of grace 
and spiritual blessing.  “May they prosper who love 
you” (v.6).  The psalmist also prays for God’s peo-
ple.  “For the sake of my brethren and companions, 
I will now say, “Peace be within you’” (v.8).  We 
should be praying for God’s people and seeking 
good for them. “Because of the house of the Lord 
our God, I will seek your good” (v.9). 
 

 Do not take your privilege of worship for 

granted.  God’s people should gather to praise Him 

and pray to Him.  When you do this you become a 

vehicle through which God can give His peace to 

others. 

Life APPS (Sunday Series) 
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APPLICATION MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE!    
 
The Life APPs for Christian living series continues for 

just two more weeks: 
 

       March 6 
       “Trust Gives Us Traction” 
       (Proverbs 3:5-6; Mark 9:17-27; Hebrews 11:1-3) 
 

       March 13   
        “Encouragement Energizes”  
        (Hebrews 10:19-25) 



Parish Nurse Notes 

Reaching the Unreached Ministry 
 
Tim & Bev Nappe 
www.reachingtheunreached.org 
Missionaries: Pascal and Mary Kossi/Cote D’Ivoire 

 
      A big thank you to all of you who supported our 
missionaries, Pascal and Mary, last month through 
your designated offerings and donations to the  
Valentine’s Mission Sunday sale. Over $300 was 
raised through these donations. This also is the 
monthly amount needed for their support. Thank 
you. 
 

      Besides the church in Pascal’s village, Pascal 
serves 5 other churches in the surrounding towns.  
In addition, Pascal also has disciples that he is 
training so that they will hopefully be prepared to 
serve in these churches in the future.  By God’s 
grace the Gospel is going forth in the Ivory Coast.  
It is a privilege to be a part of God’s work there. 
Pastor Tim and Bev Nappe have taken over the 

work of Reaching the Unreached in Africa and are 
doing well.  You can visit their website (opposite) 
to check out more ministry news. 
 

     In February Pascal wrote with joy that they 

have built a church 16 meters long by 8 meters 

wide, even though they had faced many tempta-

tions, troubles, sicknesses, and financial challeng-

es.  For instance, to bring electricity to light the 

building they will 

need to buy 12 

poles (at least 

$2,000 each).  By 

God’s grace they 

were able to pay 

down $500, so they 

do have light.  They 

are trusting God for 

the rest.  What a wonderful step forward for their 

work. Praise God! 

Word On Our Missionaries 

 

What Fiber Can Do for Your Overall Health 
 

       Fiber’s assistance in maintaining digestive health is well known.  For instance, fiber can lower the 
risk of hemorrhoids and diverticular disease and can reduce troubles with both constipation and         
diarrhea.  But did you know that… 
 

 Fiber can help slow the absorption of sugar, which means a reduced chance of developing Type 2 
diabetes. 

 

 Some types of fiber can lower LDL (bad) cholesterol levels and reduce blood pressure and           
inflammation. 

 

 Fiber helps you feel full by swelling when it absorbs liquid 
in the stomach. 

 

      It is recommended that you get your daily fiber intake 
through whole foods; however, you may need to take        
supplements if your diet falls short.  Look for fiber supple-
ments with natural ingredients such as flax or chia seeds, oat 
bran, or sprouted seeds.  A clinical trial showed that psyllium, 
a soluble fiber, helped treat the symptoms of irritable bowel 
syndrome.  It is best to check with your health provider before 
taking fiber supplements, especially if you are on medication 
or have health challenges. 
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Your Mission at Easter... 
Dear Friendship family, 
 

      On March 24th, 25th and 27th we celebrate what Jesus has done for us with special services that 
end with Sunday’s Easter services. Have you invited anyone to come with you yet? 
 

      At our Easter services, visitors and extended family have taken this time to attend church. This is an 
incredible opportunity to reveal God’s love that may lead those far from Christ to a saving relationship 
with Him.  The reason is because this time of year they are opening their lives to the message and to 
Christ.  If this takes place it just may be because YOU invited them! It's almost guaranteed that if you 
bring those you care about to a Friendship Easter service, they will come to know Jesus. 
This year, I will be speaking on “The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering." It is a message of       
encouragement to show how God, through Easter, gives us a chance to start over and enjoy a new  
relationship with Him.  
 

      Who of your relatives, neighbors, and co-workers do you want to see come to Christ this  
Easter?  People are more likely to be open to your invitation at Easter than at any other time of year. 
Don't miss this once-a-year opportunity to invite them to one of our church services! 
 
Here's how you can fulfill your mission at Easter: 
 

1. Ask God to show you who to invite. 

2. Bring a different friend to each of our services!  Bring someone every day! Thursday: 7 
p.m.; Friday: 7 p.m.; Sunday:  7, and 10 a.m. 

3. Pray that many will commit their lives to Christ this Easter or commit themselves to being 
part of a Church Family. 

4. Greet everyone around you. There will be a lot of first-time visitors. Please help them find 
their way; especially to breakfast! 

      This Easter Season can be the greatest ever! I am SO excited about it I can hardly sleep!  
Thanks for your prayers.  
 

      It’s going to be an amazing three days!  I love you so much and am so grateful to be your pastor.   
Let's each Connect people to Jesus and His family! 
 
                                                                                   Worthy is the Lamb, 
                                                                                   Pastor Brian 

 Palm Sunday:  The Road to Triumph (Luke 19:28-40) 

 Maundy Thursday: The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness (Luke 22:14-23) 

 Good Friday: Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love (Luke 23:33-49) 

 Easter: The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering (Luke 24:1-11) 

                   Easter services will be held at 7:00 am and 10:00 am.   
                   Breakfast is served between the services.    
                   … and, of course, an Easter Egg Hunt at 9:15 to 9:45 on Easter 
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Holy Week 



Midweek Lenten Evenings 
       

        The scenes of Lent are familiar:  the Upper Room, the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the halls of Pontius Pilate, and the hills of Golgotha. These 
are the places we remember when we meditate on our Lord’s passion. 
When Jesus enters a place, he never leaves it as he found it. The most 
troubling places of our lives become the most amazing places of 
God’s grace when Jesus visits them. 
 
        In this midweek Lenten series, we have been revisiting  the   Places 
of the Passion. Our focus will not be on the physical locations of our 
Lord’s passion, (although they will be referenced) but on the spiritual   
wonders of His work: the places where he demonstrates His strength in 
the midst of our weakness, His timeless love in the midst of our   
temporal darkness. 
 

Weekly Readings & Themes           

All midweek services are held at 7:00.  There will also be a Lenten supper prior to the service.    

 Midweek 3: Gethsemane: A Place of Strength (Luke 22:39-46) 

 Midweek 4: The Courtyard: A Place of Renewal (Luke 22:54-62) 

 Midweek 5: The Trial: A Place of God’s Will (Luke 22:63-23:25) 
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Lenten Dinners 
5:45 pm each week 

 

Lenten Dinners are served at 5:45 each week before the  
Lenten service.  If you are bringing food, please have food 
to the lower level by 5:30-5:40.  There will different menu 
themes each week.  Come enjoy good food and great  
fellowship. If you can help donate, sign up sheets are   
located on the bulletin board in the narthex.  Marian  
Rodgers and Blanche Stoller are coordinating.  



Supplication (Requesting Something) 

Thanksgiving 

In Our Prayers  

Celebrations 

 
 

 Prayers to continue using Jacqie’s doctors/health 
professionals as instruments of healing 

 Prayers for healing from surgery and continued  
improvement for the Ferguson’s new grandson,    
Wesley, and strength, faith, trust and comfort to his 
family so that they may all be home together soon. 

 Prayers for Matthew (the Luhrsen’s son) and his 
wife, Angela, through this time of sadness and trial 
from the death of their baby boy, Cayden. 

 Prayers for Hazel’s friend, Bobette’s twin 4 week old 
grandsons, struggling with a respiratory virus. 

 Prayers for healing for the Zuehls’s friend, John 
Welch, who begins the process of a bone marrow 
transplant. 

 Prayers for Tamara who’s experiencing loneliness 
and depression. 

 Prayers to bless the Elwell family with a child. 

 Prayers for a co-worker’s father-in-law with an inop-
erable brain tumor. 

 Prayers for Luke’s friend, Kat, who just lost her 
mom. 

 Prayers for Katrina’s parents as they care in their 
home for Katrina’s grandmother who has            
Alzheimer’s 

 Prayers for Susie Booten’s knee surgery. 

 Prayers for Linda Vaughn as she has more tests. 

 Prayers for Tari Black as she begins her battle with 
breast cancer. 

 Prayers for successful surgery for Tracie’s mom, 
Patty Sakrismo,  

. 
 
 
 
 

 Prayers of thanksgiving for the 
discovery of Jacquie’s internal 
bleeding  

 Prayers of thanksgiving that Ed 
Stoller’s health scare was not a 
heart attack.   

 Thank you God for Dan’s happy 
life. 

 Thanks and praise for healing hands with being with 
baby Wesley. 

 Thanksgivings that Bruce Paulsrud’s mother, 
LuVerne, is well from her illness. 

 

March Birthdays  
3/1 Andrew Johnson 
3/6 Kara Dennemann, 
3/17 Gabe Luhrsen 
3/18 Molly Kloeppel 
         Dianna Anderson 
3/22 Monica Pape 
         Davida Bluhm 
3/24 Kailyn Dennemann 
3/25 Dee Blaine 
3/31 Kelly Dennemann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March Baptisms 
Ron Arends, Denise Pacey,   
Drew Levan, Vanessa Levan,  
Blanche Stoller,  
Reagan Fisher,  
Brian Pape, Jonathon Fisher,  
Scott Johnson. 
 

March Anniversaries 
3/5   Jean & Roger Clapp 
3/9   Greg & Amy Chandler 
3/14 Garrett & Lona Oostdyk 
3/28 Kim & Scott Johnson 
3/31 Peggy & Paul Peterson 
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1 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Elder Mtg 

2 

5:45 Praise Team 
5:45 Lenten Supper 
6:00Confirmation 
7:00 Lenten Service 
 

3 

9:00 Adult Bible 
Study—Prophecy 

4 

 
 
 

5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5—9 Fundraiser 

6 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
 
 
6:00 Youth group 

7 
11:30 
Elizabeth Circle 
  
 

8 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:00 Council Mtg. 
 
 

9 
5:45 Praise Team 
5:45 Lenten Supper 
6:00Confirmation 
7:00 Lenten Service 

10 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
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12 
 

13 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
MISSION Sunday 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
6:00 pm Family Event 
Movie: The War Room 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:00 Elder Mtg 

16 
5:45 Praise Team 
5:45 Lenten Supper 
6:00Confirmation 
7:00 Lenten Service 
 
 

17 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

18 19 
 

20 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 Youth Group 

21 
11:30 
Elizabeth Circle 

22 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
7:00 Praise Team 

24 
 
Study 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00  Service* 

25 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Service 

26 
 

27 
7:00 Traditional* 
Easter Breakfast 
10:00 NonTraditional* 
NO Sunday School 
 
 
 

28 
Office Closed 

29 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Praise Team 

 
 

31 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

  

Sunday     Monday    Tuesday Wednesday     Thursday          Friday          Saturday 

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 
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8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
& Bible Studies 

 
10:30 a.m.  Non-Traditional Service 

________________________ 
 

Please see page for to read about a 
new format for children’s Sunday 

school that will take place          
concurrent with the 10:30 service. 

 
Holy Communion is offered on the 

1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00   
service and on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at the 10:30 service .  

Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
Pastoral Care 

Pastor Brian Pape 
pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
 

Staff 
Brenda Husler - Church Secretary 

office@friendshiplutheran.com 
(Office hours 9:00-3:00) 

 
Denise Pacey - Director of Music 
teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com  

 
Katrina Ward 

Director of Family Ministry Intern 
katrina@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
 

Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

OUR MISSION: 
 

To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.  

mailto:teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com

