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January,  2016 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

 January 10—Mission Sunday  

 

 January 10—Food for the Poor 

 

 January 10—Dave Ramsey FPU 

Seminar 
 

 January 17—Bowling Family 

Event 
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Pastor Brian Writes— 

       Before actually sitting down 
and taking time to reflect on the 
year’s past I have to admit if felt 
somewhat frustrated.  “NOT 
MUCH!”, I said. Not much        
happened in 2015.  It seemed to 
just come and go.  “Same old’ 
same old’.”  That is  until someone 
who heard me say that reminded 
me just how far I was from reality. 
       In reality it was a busy year 
like so many before it and I was 
once again reminded to give 
thanks to the ONE who made it all 
possible and who saw all of us 
through it. So, I did what I suppose 
many of us have done before.  I 
flipped back my desk calendar to 
January and paged slowly through 
it. I have to admit, I was really off 
the mark.   
        From the get-go, there were 
insertions on the calendar         
reminding me of so many special 
people who stepped forward to 
supplement the worship services 
at Friendship by singing, and   
special music, speaking, and being 
part of a skit or drama. In April we 
even brought in a special group, 
and opened our church to the 
community to hear the Garnes 
family singers.  
       From early on in 2015 there 
was quite the mix of weddings and 
funerals.  Which meant, premarital 
counseling sessions, rehearsals, 
visitations and planning and      

additional services. Hospital and 
home visits.  Let’s not forget all the 
baptisms in 2015! 
       There were family events, 
council meetings, elder meetings, 
worship team practice, and      
Confirmation which gives evidence 
to the fact that Mission and      
ministry was also an important part 
of a very busy 2015.  Canteen 
Run, Panera Bread mission,    
Elizabeth Circle, Men’s Tuesday 
Morning Bible Study, Thursday 
Morning Bible Study and small 
groups that were in full swing.  
THE STORY concluded in May. 
Prayer and praise took place on 
Thursdays.  Central Illinois District 
conferences took place twice in 
2015. And each and every month 
circuit pastors meet.  
       Ministry Fair anyone? (Again I 
have to pause to thank all of you 
who have led or been a part of the 
44 program opportunities that 
make up or mission and ministry 
list.) 
       Then of course, it may be     
important not to take for granted 
worshipping together in God’s 
house every week along with Lent 
and the special services of holy 
week leading up to Easter and  
Advent service leading up to the 
week of Christmas Eve and Day. 
     The year of 2015 also brought 

with it the hiring of our new       
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BUDGET UPDATE    (1/1/2015-12/31/2015)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)  $268,036.25 
Expenses (Year-to-date)  $298,794.93 
Principal paydown              $     2,585.02 
 

        I would like to share some pictures of things 
we have done over the last few months. These are 
pictures from the Retreat we went to in October, a 
youth night where we 
messed around with   
balloons, the Junior High 
Lock-In and our      
Christmas party that we 
had this past week.   

   

     These kids are a 

unique group. They love 

being around one       

another, no matter what 

is going on. On a weekly 

basis we have anywhere 

from 8-15 kids that come 

to engage in games, 

God’s word, small group 

time, and of course food. 

                            Katrina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Application and preparation for a DCE intern.  The 
DCE hunt actually began in January until her arrival 
in July. This then led to the continuation of youth 
nights, youth special events, continued family     
activities, Sunday School and much more. 
 

        Stir in one’s own family with home commit-
ments, special celebrations, birthdays, anniver-
saries, vacations and you can see just how God 
has been faithful and just how full 2015 has been. 
   

      Who knows what tomorrow will bring? 
(Because of the past, we may have a glimmer of 
some of what might happen, but not everything.) 
We fear the future, not always but often. What 
might put too much strain on a marriage, what    

beyond your control might hurt your children, what 
emergency might collapse your tottering finances, 
and failure at work?  
 

        “Whom have I in heaven but you?” (Psalm 
73:25). “Lord God, You have called Your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, and 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go but only that Your hand is 
leading us and Your love support us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.” (Lutheran Service Book, 
collect 193) 
 

        “Perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18). 
Christ’s Second Advent has yet to happen.  As we 
wait let us be reminded that Jesus continues    
coming to lead us on. And as he leads, we will  
follow. 
   Sola Deo Gloria 
   Pastor Brian N. Pape 
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So, what does a YOUTH night look like? 
        A typical night looks like this: We prepare food (or 
have already prepared food) and eat. Around 6:45 we 
start an ice breaker game. These are pretty low-key 
but they also help you get to know the people around 
you more. Around 7:30 we start Bible study and then 
break off into small groups. If there is extra time, we 
play a game until 9:00. There are currently two adults 
helping: Katrina and Bruce Paulsrud. Having Bruce as 
a part of our nights has been incredible. The kids love 
him and he contributes in a helpful way to the Bible 
studies. We currently have 3 small groups; each has  
4-6 kids. So we are light a leader. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        We have been focusing on what it looks like to 

have a genuine, real relationship with Jesus but also 

with others. How we live our lives affects those around 

us, and are we showing Christ through how we act? 

Or are we showing the opposite? How can we show 

love to others, especially people we do not like? Our relationship with Christ is real and alive. So how 

can we better live that out every day? It is something that you work at, get better at, and ask others to 

help you with. It does not happen overnight and we need one another. We can’t do this walk alone, and 

we aren’t called to.  

 
 

  National  
  Youth  
  Gathering 
  Update:   

        We have already raised over $1,940+ towards the National Youth Gathering this coming summer. 
We are very thankful for all that have helped contribute in this way. The Cookie Walk was a huge     
success:  $682.45 was raised. This was way better than we had imagined.  A HUGE THANK YOU to 
those of you that contributed either with baking cookies and/or buying the cookies. Your help was  
needed and we are blessed. There are currently 7 youth going to the National Youth Gathering. We are 
going to travel with other churches in the area. We still need to raise another $5,000 or so, so that 
Youth Advancement is not depleted for the next year’s youth. I’m confident that we will accomplish this.  
 

        We still have several planned fundraisers coming up, but we are taking a “break” in January (other 
than Scrip sales and recycling ink cartridges). See page 5 for upcoming fundraisers and family events. 

We are seeking a couple more adult volunteers for 
two week or one month rotations. This would give 
the kids more adults that are invested in their lives, 
who can be there for them, and that they can look up 
to. It is so important for high school students to have 
adults in their lives, outside of their parents, that they 
can go to, learn from, and share with. Visionary— 
youth leaders might stay in contact with these young 
adults once they leave for college.  
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Some Youth Highlights 

Our wonderful      

Retreat in October... 
We got to hike, spend time in 

God’s word, play games, build 

campfires, cook over fire, go 

boating... It was a weekend full 

of fun and good fellowship. 

Ten students and two adults          

attended.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Junior High Lock-in—November 13 

Two girls from FLCJ went 

to the Lock-In at Illinois 

Wesleyan for one night of 

fun with 300+ other junior 

high kids. They got to know 

many and participated in a 

lot of games and worship. 

The highpoint was seeing 

the Skit Guys live!! They 

were quite hilarious. If you 

have not ever watched 

their videos, I would      

encourage you to do so.  

 



Youth Nights are every Sunday night from 6-9,  All High School Youth 

are welcome and bring friends! We’d love to see you all there!  
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Family Event Calendar 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday January 17 at 1pm:  Bowling at Old Orchard Lanes!!  
        Join us for a great time with family and FLCJ friends. Shoes are free and the price for bowling is 
only $3.75 per person/per game.  
 

Coming up: 
 February 13 @ 5pm – Valentine’s Day Dinner  (See more below.) 

 March 13 @ 5pm – Another Movie night! 

 April 17 @ 3pm – Talent show/Auction   (See more below.) 

Upcoming Fundraisers 

 
Valentine’s Dinner 
        What better fundraiser and for groups of friends. 
This is taking place Saturday February 13 at 5pm. 
Babysitting will be available for young children. We will 
be accepting a free-will offering.   
        Expect a special dinner, games, and other activities. 
We want this to be a memorable, enjoyable night out 
with your significant other and/or friends.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking a little farther ahead: 
 

 March 5 - we will have Trivia Night. A meal will be provided with this.  

 April 17 – Talent Show and Auction. Be thinking of what talent you would like to share with others!! 

This will be an exciting time to see what talents people have.  

 

To create a more intimate setting, we will 
be asking for card tables for the event. Let 
Katrina know if you have ones we can use.  
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Lent  

        I know it may seem like life is going way too fast, but before we know 
it, Lent will be here.  February 10th is Ash Wednesday.  Whew!    
 
Places of the Passion is the series we will be using this season.   
 
        The scenes of Lent are familiar:  the Upper Room, the Garden of          
Gethsemane, the halls of Pontius Pilate, and the hills of Golgotha. These 
are the places we remember when we meditate on our Lord’s passion. 
When Jesus enters a place, he never leaves it as he found it. The most 
troubling places of our lives become the most amazing places of 
God’s grace when Jesus visits them. 

 
        In this midweek Lenten series, we will revisit the Places of the Passion. Our focus will not be on 
the physical locations of our Lord’s passion, (although they will be referenced) but on the spiritual won-
ders of his work: the places where he demonstrates his strength in the midst of our weakness, his time-
less love in the midst of our temporal darkness. 

 
Weekly Readings & Themes           

All midweek services are held at 7:00 with a meal served prior.  (Please note that an Easter Vigil 

service has not as yet been scheduled) 

 Ash Wednesday: A Place at the Table for You (Luke 22:1-13) 

 Midweek 1: The Upper Room: A Place of Service (Luke 22:14-38) 

 Midweek 2: Gethsemane: A Place of Strength (Luke 22:39-46) 

 Midweek 3: The Betrayal: A Place of Eternal Love (Luke 22:47-53) 

 Midweek 4: The Courtyard: A Place of Renewal (Luke 22:54-62) 

 Midweek 5: The Trial: A Place of God’s Will (Luke 22:63-23:25) 

 Maundy Thursday: The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness (Luke 22:14-23) 

 Good Friday: Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love (Luke 23:33-49) 

 Easter Vigil: The Tomb: A Place of Praise (Luke 23:50-56)   

 Easter: The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering (Luke 24:1-11) 
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Churchwide Updates 

Financial Peace  
University classes  
start January 10th  

at FLCJ! 
 
 

        We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's 
ways of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activi-
ties, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you've dreamed you 
could be. This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend wisely, and save 
and even give like you never thought you could!   
 
        For the first half of the class, Dave Ramsey teaches on DVD. During the second half, class mem-
bers come together for a small-group discussion and hands-on activities. Group members support and 
encourage each other as they work to change their financial futures.  “The average family pays off 
$5,300 in debt and saves $2,700 in the first 90 days.”  
 
We still have room, but class size is limited, so sign up today!  
 
 WHERE:  Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy (lower level). 
 
 WHEN:  Starting Sunday, January 10, 2016 from 1:00- 2:30 pm (the last session is March 6, 2016). 
 
 COST:  $93 plus S&H for study materials (couples need only order 1 set).  For registration and ad-

ditional questions, go to http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/class/1009731. Every person 
who is taking the class will need to register. On the right side of the page is a blue “ Class 
Registration” box. Just click register and purchase. On the next screen, enter your information. If 
you already have your material, then click the box that says ”I already have my material.”  For more 
information, contact Bruce Paulsrud at  217-979-9798. 

 

Welcome Council Members 
        Last month we gave thanks to the Lord God for those who served to the end of their term as 
Council members and Elders. 
 
       This month we say WELCOME ABOARD to our newly elected council members; Allen Hagen and  
Richard Armstrong.  We praise God for your willing heart and spirit.  We will lift you up in prayer as 
you seek to serve Him in this place through your faithful worship, Bible study, and service to the people 
of Friendship Lutheran Church of JOY. 
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Parish Nurse Notes 
Value of Diet and Exercise 
 

 

 In our bodies, carbohydrates break down to 
glucose which is absorbed by the cells to fuel our 
muscles.  
 The more sugar we have in our blood 

stream, the stickier our blood becomes.  This leads 

to many complications. Our pancreas makes     

insulin which helps the cells to absorb more       

glucose.  The cells of our muscles can become 

resistant to glucose absorption causing the body to 

convert glucose to fat.  The overworked pancreas 

can also shut down leading to diabetes.  One of 

the best ways of controlling this is diet and         

exercise.  The less sugars and refined               

carbohydrates you eat, the less glucose there will 

be in your blood.  Be sure to eat whole grains and 

salads rather than fries. Balance you plate; salad 

½, meat (which is protein) ¼, and starch ¼. Drink 

more water.  Use water instead of soda or snacks.  

Water helps reduce the symptoms of Alzheimer’s, 

helps with weight loss, and increases metabolism.  

I’ve found a big glass of water midafternoon helps 

me keep going through the day.  Regular exercise 

trains muscle cells to receive more glucose, thus 

helping to control your glucose levels.  Even if you 

already have diabetes, this will allow you to take as 

little insulin as possible.  Balanced eating is       

important because our bodies need protein, fats, 

and carbohydrates to function properly. Be mindful 

of what you eat.  Two seconds of pleasure can  

result in weight gain and guilt.  Ask God to help 

you eat wisely.  

Elder’s Corner 
 

 
The Christmas season may be over for some   
people but for you and me, Christmas is celebrated 
every day of the year.  Christmas day is a day set 
aside for the birthday of our Lord and Savior, that 
is, the human birth, when God became a man and 
lived on earth as one of us.  After 30 years, plus or 
minus, Jesus took all our sins and went to the 
cross.  He died – but, Jesus rose again on the 3rd 
day to set us free, making it possible for us to be 
with God.  So, Jesus is our helper and will see us 
through life here and in eternity. 

Psalm 121 says, “My help comes from the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth” (v.2).  He is our 

keeper.  “He will not allow your foot to be moved.   
He who keeps you will not slumber.  Behold, He 
who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor 
sleep” (v. 3-4).  This is a dangerous world we live 
in.  Enemies would like to attack and destroy us.  
But we walk in the will of God and depend on His 
power, He is there as our Keeper and Preserver.  
“The Lord shall preserve you from all evil” (v. 7).  
This verse doesn’t say we won’t have pain nor will 
we never suffer of sorrow.  Though we may be 
hurt, we won’t be harmed.   “He shall watch over 
your life;   The LORD shall watch over your coming 
and going both now, and forevermore” (v. 7-8). 
 
God is your Helper and Keeper.  No matter where 
your path is life leads, if you walk in His will, He will 
preserve you.  Walk with confidence today.  You 
have a Helper , a Keeper, and a Preserver who will 
see you through all times. 
 
 

Read Psalm 121. 



Reaching the Unreached Ministry 
 
Rodney & Malinda Hinrichs 
www.reachingtheunreached.org 
Missionaries: Pascal and Mary/Cote D’Ivoire 
 

This time of the year, we think of the Magi who 
were astronomers who came seeking to find truth.  
They had seen a special star which pointed the 
way to Christ.  All truth is God’s truth, and all truth 
intersects with Christ as Jesus Christ is truth.   
 This star led the Magi to Jerusalem where 
they talked with Herod.  His wise men consulted 
the Word of God.  The book of Micah said “But you 
Bethlehem Ephrathah , though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for 
me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins 
are from of old, from ancient times” (v 5:2).   The 
Old Testament truth told of the deliver’s coming 
and God guided the Magi even as He guides us 
today with His Word. 

We too can see God’s truth in creation and 
in the revelation found in the scripture and ulti-
mately in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Take in God’s 
word each day, focus on the Lord, trust in Him, 

worship and honor Him.  Follow the truth and the 
light God gives you.  Remember life must be bal-
anced.  The mind grows by taking in God’s word 
and our heart grows by giving it out. The greatest 
joy is knowing that the word of God is going out.  
Practice that in your own personal life, and rejoice 
that you are involved in the giving out of God’s 
word through your support of our missionaries  
Pascal and Mary in the Ivory Coast.   

I want to thank you all for your wonderful 

support in November and December.  In January 

we will not have a sale but January 10 will still be 

our Mission Sunday for January.  I would like to 

encourage you to place your support money in an 

envelope marked for Pascal and Mary and put it in 

the offering plate.  Thank you so much.   

If you haven’t stopped by the bulletin board, 

you have missed a new family picture for Pascal, 

Mary and their son Christian, so we’re publishing 

their picture along with a thank you note from 

Reaching the Unreached for our support. May God 

richly bless you for your sacrifice to continue this 

ministry to the African people who have not yet 

heard the word of God and come to know Jesus. 

Word On Our Missionaries 
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Pascal, Mary, & Christian Kossi 



Supplication (Requesting Something) 

Thanksgiving 

In Our Prayers  

January Birthdays  
 
1/6    Betsyanne Pacey, Ami Reitmeier 
1/7    Melvin Reitmeier   
1/9    Ed Stoller  
1/14  Peggy Peterson 
1/16  Jillian Bliss, Matthew Burgener, Pam Chandler 
1/17  Julianna Mehlan 
1/19  Ryan Drake, Diane Greer 
1/22  Brent Ladage 
1/24  John Pacey  
1/26  Terri Wetzel, Scott Johnson 
1/27  Connie Ferguson 
1/28  Emily Burgener 
1/31  Drew Levan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Baptisms 
 
Ryan Oostdyk, Jacquie 
Voeks, Erica Johnson,  
Aliannah Taylor, Cheyenne 
Taylor, Joetta Morgan,  
Dan Luhrsen, and Meghan 
Peach. 
 
 

January Anniversaries 
 
1/19  Tonda & Doyle Hartle  
 
 

Celebrations 

 
 

 Prayers for Tonda Hartle’s friend Julie and her   
family for comfort and strength regarding a breast 
cancer diagnosis. 

 Prayers for Audrey, her husband, family and loved 
ones as she battles lymphoma. 

 Prayers for baby boy Laleman (Pam Chandler & 
Brian Laleman). Let his heart valve stay healthy so 
that Pam can carry him to full–term (mid-February).  

 Continue to pray for Peggy Francisco's daughter, 
son-in-law and their unborn baby boy.  Ask God to 
bless this family with strength, love and faith and 
bless the medical professionals caring for this  
mother and baby.  

 Pray or Roger and Connie Ferguson’s son Darin as 
he continues what has been a difficult job search. 
Prayer he can use his talents, not become           
discouraged and can provide for his family. 

 Prayer for Angela’s broken leg. 

 Prayer for Cindy that she turns to God in her time of 
need. 

 Prayer for Herbert to overcome his difficulties. 

 Prayer for Nikki Miller’s mother for her surgery 

 Prayers for Julie Behm in her new battle with breast 
cancer. 

 Prayers for a marriage in turmoil and for clarity,  
understanding and peace during the process. 

 
 
 

 Thank you for our love of Dan and good sleep. 

 Praise God as Elmer and Gayle celebrate 50 years 
of marriage.  Glory be to God! 
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 1 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

2 
 

3 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Non-Traditional 
 
 
6:00 Youth Group 

4 
 
 
 

  

5 
7:00 Men’s Bible 
Study  
 
6:00 Elder Mtg 
 
 

 

6 
5:30 Praise Team 
6:00 Confirmation 
 
 

7 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
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9 

 
 
 

10 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 

Mission  Sunday! 
Food for the Poor 

1:00 Dave Ramsey 
6:00 Youth Group 

11 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
 
  
 

12 
7:30 Men’s Bible 
Study  
6:00 Council Mtg. 
 
 

13 
5:30 Praise Team 
6:00 Confirmation 
7:00 LWML 

14 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
 
7:00 Prayer and 
Praise 
 

15 
 

  

16 
 

17 

8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
1:00 Dave Ramsey 
1:00 Family Bowling 
6:00 Youth Group 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Office Closed 

19 
7:30 Men’s Bible 
Study  
6:00 Elder Mtg 

20 
5:30 Praise Team 
6:00 Confirmation 
 
 

21 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 

22 23 
 

24 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
1:00 Dave Ramsey 
 
6:00 Youth Group 

25 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 

26 
7:30 Men’s Bible 
Study  

27 
5:30 Praise Team 
6:00 Confirmation 
 
 
Confirmation and 
Servant Event 

28 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

29 30 

31 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
1:00 Dave Ramsey 
 
6:00 Youth Group 

      

Sunday     Monday    Tuesday Wednesday     Thursday          Friday          Saturday 

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 
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—————–——–—————Katrina/DCE away at conference————–——-——————



8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School & 
Bible Studies 

 
10:30 a.m.  Non-Traditional 

Service 
 

________________________ 
 

J.A.M. for children birth-second 
grade at 10:30 Service. 

 
Holy Communion is offered on the 

1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00   
service and on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays at the 10:30 service . It is 
offered at both services if there is a  

5th Sunday in a given month. 

OUR MISSION: 
 

To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.  

Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
Pastoral Care 

Pastor Brian Pape 
pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
 

Staff 
Brenda Husler - Church Secretary 

office@friendshiplutheran.com 
(Office hours 9:00-3:00) 

 
Denise Pacey - Director of Music 
teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com  

 
Katrina Ward 

Director of Christian Education—Intern 
Katrina@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
 

Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

mailto:teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com

