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September 2015 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Visit the calendar on page 15 and 
at www.friendshiplutheran.com . 

Pastor Brian Writes— 

IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S 
LOVE FOR ME, I SHOULD 
… 
God has called each of us to be 
workers in His vineyard, to do 
things to store up treasures in 
heaven.  But… we have to admit  

… Sometimes I think I act 
like a fake Christian.  
I come to church and talk the talk, 

but then at home, I drop the ball. 
I raise my hands to pray, only to 
turn and go the opposite way. I say 
in Jesus' name, and seconds later, 
wonder if my name still counts in 
his book.  I love other people, until 
it gets inconvenient. 
 
These actions make me feel like 
an inadequate and lazy child; a 
no-good-worthy Christian. They 
make me wonder if Jesus could 
really love a person like this? 
A person who is so often just a 
Christian poser. 
 
While I know Jesus extends me 
grace (which I gladly receive - in 
abundance), I still wonder - what 
rules - the flesh or the Spirit?  
 

I say, "Your will be done," and then 
say "I don't know when He will 
show up." 
 

I utter, "You have this God," only to 
start to worry. 
 

I seek His face, only to come face 
to face with the fact that He may 
not be happy with me. 
 

I have looked at God in all the 
wrong way, because he is not: 
   a "convenient" Sovereign god, 
   a "genie-in-a-bottle" god, 
   a "call-in-case-of-emergency"  
           god. 
   a "I-see-you-from-afar" god, or 
   a "I'll-only-love-you-if-your- 
           good" god. 
 

The truth is, the real truth, the I-
have-to-cling-to-it truth is: He is   
   the "I-will-always-be-with-you,  
   the I-will never-leave-you,  
   the you-can't-do-anything-to- 
           make-me-stop-loving-you 
           GOD. 
 

He is the God who doesn't see me 
through the face of my mistakes, 
but by through the power of his 
sacrifice.   
 

It's as if he simply sees through my 
inadequacies, straight into the   
reflection of his heart. 
 

He fully loves. He doesn't love 
when all goes well as I am so 
prone to do - and so prone to ex-
pect him to do - but he loves infi-
nitely, incredibly and unduly. 
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 With the Young Crowd 

BUDGET UPDATE       ( 1/1/2015-8/31/2015)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)    $  177,382.17 
Expense (Year-to-date)     $  193,250.55 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)    $      2,485.02 

God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were 
dead in our transgressions, made us alive       
together with Christ... Ephesians 2:4-5 
 

I am not alive to me. I am dead to me. I am alive 
to Christ. 
In this, he doesn't call me to be put together, he 
calls me to be broken apart so that he can do his 
part. His part is creating me into his work of art. 
 

Today, we walk with a work-in-progress sign on, 

but tomorrow we won't need a sign. In          

heaven, all signs will point to the Father, Son 

and the Holy Spirit - the complete fulfillment 

of all meaning. Here, God will be faithful to 

High School Youth   

What have we been doing? 
In the month of August, we talked about relationships. We first discussed 
our relationship with God, how He views us, and how that can impact how 
we live for others. We talked about our relationship with our parents, how it 
is important to say “thank you” and let them know that you (the high school 
student) loves them. It is easy to   forget/not see all that parents do for us. 
Lastly, we talked about the Good Samaritan. We all have that one person 
that really annoys us or rubs us the wrong way. I challenged the students 
to find that one person that drives them  crazy and treat them like the Samaritan treated the Levite; with love, ask-
ing them how you can pray for them,  giving them a hug, a high five, asking them how they are doing. It is so easy 
to become consumed with ourselves and forget that other people go through things and have struggles as well. 
This year I really want to challenge the students to live differently because of what Christ has done for us.  
 
 

unveil, us, his greatest completed works of art in his perfect glory. 
 
We won't have to worry about imperfections, inadequacies or incapability’s, because we will be simply in 
awe of who he made us to be.  
 
God created the earth and that is astounding.  Can you even imagine how astounding we will look 
as God completes his final strokes? A painting is never completely understood until the very 
end. It will all become clear.   
 
God is the definition of artistry. We never think of him that way, do we? 
 
All of today, are the small workings of his beauty. Rest, my fellow “work-in-progress” sign carrier, 
we will one day be completed. 
 
Until that time we reflect our maker.  Until that time, we work in and for His kingdom.  Until that time, we 
store up treasures in heaven where moth and rust cannot destroy. For by one sacrifice he has made 
perfect forever those who are being made holy. Hebrews 10:14 
 

Edited and rewritten material taken from Kelly Balarie. 
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 With the Young Crowd 

Why does believing in Jesus make us different? And how can we live differently because of that? The students 

are being challenged at the end of every study to live in a different way that week. I cannot control how the stu-

dents respond, but I can challenge and pray for them.   

 

LOOKING AHEAD:      

September 6th (No Youth Group) 
I encourage parents of youth to take this time on Labor Day weekend and 

spend it with your kids. Get to know them more, have fun, and simply be a 

family. We don’t have a lot of opportunities with all that is going on in life to 

be together.  

Parent meeting @ church for youth 
September 27 from 6-7pm  
At this meeting we will discuss what has been happening. Goals for 
youth this year, purpose statement for youth group, and events that will be happening this next       
summer/what the  options are. I want to know what you hope to come out of youth group, so please be 

thinking of that.  
  
What will we be doing? 
This month, we will be talking about why we believe in Jesus. The kids will get an 

opportunity to tell one another why they believe. The set up will be sort of a     

debate and there will be some that will argue against it so the kids have the     

opportunity to stand up for what they believe in. My prayer is that this will get 

them thinking about why they believe and how they can share that with others 

when given the opportunity.  

Game Night October 4 – Katrina will not be here due to wedding. If anyone would like to volun-

teer to lead game night, that would be great.  

 

Weekend Retreat at Camp Lakeview in Seymour, IN   
October 30-November 1.  
The cost will be $45 per student. If anyone needs a scholarship for this 
weekend, please do not hesitate to ask. This costs includes,          
transportation, food, and lodging.   The students will be split up into 
“cooking teams” and will get the opportunity to make the meals for one 
another. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read all about what is going on in high school! We love to keep you in-
formed. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me! I love hearing new idea’s 
as well.  Email: Katrina@friendshiplutheran.com  
 
 

Youth Nights are every Sunday night  from 6-9. 

All High School Youth are welcome and bring friends! 

We’d love to see you all there!  

mailto:Katrina@friendshiplutheran.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=parent+meating&view=detailv2&&id=49CAC48A166510D4617EA4F15C3BCB600CC39E8C&selectedIndex=1&ccid=fFtyAtrY&simid=608056293362368928&thid=JN.o/9r%2b%2bVJlKAv9LB/S6urAw
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Ministries of Friendship 

Being more than a “Sunday Christian Servant.”    
(MINISTRY AND MISSION OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND!) 

 
Christian living means integrating our daily life with divine purposes. It calls us to 
no longer compartmentalize the sacred and the secular, but to usher in God’s   
authority to our everydays. It prompts us to believe that “being used by God” isn’t 
so much about what we do. No, thankfully, it’s about our identity in Jesus Christ 
and the degree to which we surrender our everything to His purposes – the car 
pool, the play dates, the front porches, our homes, our families, our schedules 
and  everything in between. 
 
Certainly, it’s common, even easy, to talk about God among pews and worship 
music. It’s acceptable to pray quietly. It’s natural to share our faith and quote 
Scripture with Bibles in our hands and stained glass at our backs. Then Monday 
morning buzzes in with the 6:00am alarm, and the music and the prayers and the 
sermon notes start to fade slightly. How can a sacred mission be part of the   
mundane of Monday – Fridays? Where is a holy purpose in the dirt and the daily 
routine? Included in this SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER are suggestions for finding 
and embracing the everyday divine, every single day. 
 
“There has never been a more exciting time to be a Christian.”  I hope and pray 
that you see the opportunities to get plugged in or serve your Lord and Savior. 

SUNDAY CLASSES 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Adult Bible Study is offered at 9:15 a.m. each Sunday discussing various top-
ics of the Bible. It is led by Pastor Brian. 
  
Young Adult-College Ministry - We support our college students while they are away throughout the year. 
Please contact Katrina at the church office for more information. 
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SUNDAY CLASSES …. 
 

High School Youth Bible Class - This group meets Sunday at 9:15a.m.   
  
Junior High Youth Bible Class - Meets at 9:15a.m.  
 
Sunday School – God has blessed EVERYONE with at least one spiritual gift. Is yours the gift of teaching? Then 
we need you to join our Spiritual Education team. Sunday School is offered for 2 yr. olds through high school on  
Sunday mornings at 9:15. Teachers partner with each other to bring God’s word straight from the Bible into to the 
heart of the kids. Partnering with one another allows for flexibility in scheduling. Contact Denise Pacey at      
teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com or 217-778-8057 to volunteer now! 
 
Jesus and Me! (JAM) – JAM takes place during the 10:30 service on Sunday Morn-
ings.  Children are  dismissed from after the Children’s Message portion of the ser-
vice to go to the lower level and experience an age appropriate learning time.  This 
option is offered for children ages toddler through 2

nd
 grade.  Contact the church 

office.   
 

Nursery - We have a nursery staffed with volunteers to provide for our youngest 
members 2 and under. Nursery providers serve once every 2 months. No prep work 
needed and volunteers are always welcome. Call Vanessa Levan at 417-4844 or 
Vanessa.levan@gmail.com for details. 
 
 

 
OTHER CLASSES 
 

Small Groups Bible Study – almost every night of the week! Friendship offers small group adult studies, regular-
ly meeting in members’ homes. Various topics and meeting times available. Call the church office for current top-
ics and information. 
  
Thursday Morning Bible Study - We offer a Bible Study at 9:00 a.m. at the church. This is led by Pastor Brian 
and welcome to everyone. Contact the church office for details. 
  

Confirmation - Being intentional about raising our children in the way that they should go so that when difficult 

times come their way they will not depart from them is a wonderful objective of not only each and every parent but 

of the extended family of the church.  Religious instruction that combines time in the Word of God with experienc-

es such as servant events, fellowship events, parent-child interaction, and fun activities all make up what FLCJ 

calls Confirmation. It is led by Pastor Brian on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30 on the lower level of the build-

ing.  Call 355-0454. 

Vacation Bible School- This is one week during the Summer. Teachers and helpers are always welcome. 
Call the church office for details. 
 

High School Youth Group meets on Sunday evenings from 6-9. Youth Activities that build great relationships 
abound from studies and service projects, movies, Missions, relationships and of course, FOOD.  Contact Katrina 
Ward at katrina@friendshiplutheran.com 
 

Elizabeth Circle – The Elizabeth Circle was formed by the women of Friendship not long after the arrival of 
Pastor Mast in the early 1990's.  Because there was no church building, the women gathered in their homes for 
food, Bible study, fellowship and prayer. That same agenda exists today, but with a few additions.  The meetings 
are held in the lower level of the church every other Monday at 11:30.  Join us, it's a great way to feel the JOY of 
Friendship! Contact Blanche Stoller at 621-7840 or bestoller@me.com.  
 

  
 

Ministries of Friendship 

mailto:teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com
mailto:Vanessa.levan@gmail.com
mailto:katrina@friendshiplutheran.com


6 

 

Altar Guild - We presently have 7 women serving on the Altar Guild. Each are scheduled 
one month and we share the months of Christmas and Easter! The responsibility of the Altar 
Guild is to set up and clean up for   communion services every week and during mid-week 
services, inform the office of low supplies, water plants in the sanctuary, change altar cloths 
according to the church calendar, refill oil candles, etc. Substitutes are        available when 
needed. New members are always welcome. Call Lisa Hellmer for details at 586-7663. 
  

Fellowship Coffee Time -This involves making the coffee by 9:00 and setting everything out 
in the narthex for coffee between services. Call Blanche Stoller for details at 762-7840. 
  

Lay Readers - Volunteers read the Old and New Testament lessons and the appropriate psalm assigned for       
Sunday and special services. Each lay reader is asked to read several times a year. All material is sent well in 
advance for the assigned Sunday.  For more information, call the church office. 
  

Praise Team – Do you find yourself singing with your radio or in the shower? 
Can you play an instrument? Why not give praise team a try! We are seeking commit-
ted individuals who are willing to try new music to lead our  congregation in worship. 
Contact Denise Pacey at 778-8057. 
 

Special Music - Are you willing to bless us with a song during offering or commun-
ion?  We are searching for  vocalists or instrumentalists to fill the gap. This is a minimal 
time commitment based on your schedule .  Contact Denise Pacey at 778-8057. 
 

Seasonal Choir is an opportunity for you to commit to six weeks of rehearsals 
prior to Christmas and/or        Easter.  It is a time when our church joins together in pre-
paring traditional choir music to celebrate Christ's birth and resurrection.   Contact Den-
ise Pacey at 778-8057. 

 

Drama – Have you always been a ham or wanted to be in a skit?  Maybe you 
have OR maybe you have a hidden talent that you need to explore.  Now is the 
time to get signed up.  Church skits are a powerful way to enhance and enrich 
our worship.  Drama is a great way to communicate the life changing Gospel of 
Christ. It helps      communicate in ways that a sermon cannot.  Contact Monica 
Pape at 714-6259 or brianmonica@mchsi.com  
 
 

Soundboard -  If you don’t want to be in the limelight but like modern          
technology, the soundboard is for you. We are seeking people at both services 
and no experience is necessary. Training provided! Call Peter Carlson at   

649-4465 for information. 
 

 
Ushers - Aiding in the collection of the offering/tithes make this opportunity 
a blessing! Handing out    bulletins & making sure people find a seat.  This is on a 
rotation basis and a list is sent out in advance. Contact the church office for more 
details. 
  
“JUST GREET” - Greeters- Shaking hands and greeting members and visitors 
before services provides a       welcoming spirit making this ministry a JOY.  Con-
tact the church office for more details.   
 
 

 

Ministries of Friendship 

Worship Service Volunteers 

mailto:brianmonica@mchsi.com
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CHURCH BOARDS/COMMITTEES 
 
Church Council - We are blessed to have seven members on the board and one treasurer. Members serve 
a three year term and are elected by the congregation. Terms are staggered in an effort so that no more than two 
members are added to the board each year. Potential candidates are submitted to the board beginning in Sep-
tember and voted on at the December congregational meeting. Each church year the church needs new leaders. 
If you feel the Lord is calling you or you know of a congregational member 
that would be good at serving the Lord and his church, please contact a cur-
rent board member or the church office.  
  
Elders - We currently have three members who volunteer to assist in the 
spiritual guidance of the church as elders. The volunteers support Pastor by 
helping with worship services, visiting with church members, and other du-
ties. Call Elmer Zuehls for details at 586-3814. 
  
Trustees - These faithful volunteers are responsible for the maintenance of the church and organizing workdays. 
Want to Help? Call Darrell Carlson at 202-8441. 

Parish Nurse - We are blessed to have several nurses in our congregation who serve as Parish nurses. They 
take blood pressures, administer flu shots to those of us that want them, and keep us “in the loop” about health 
issues. To be a part of this amazing group, Call Gayle Zuehls at 586-3814. 
  
Prayer Chain - Do you have a special prayer request?   We all know the power of prayer and how it can be life 
changing. If you have a special request, please include a few details and the person’s name & relationship to 
member then send to Marian.  A request will be sent out within 24 hours.  If you would like to join these prayer 
warriors, call or write Marian Rodgers at 840-1575 or marian_rodgers_175@comcast.net.  
  
Prayer Shawl Ministry – The prayer shawl ministry at Friendship 
makes prayer shawls, baby blankets, afghans for graduates and other 
items.  We pray for the person we are making it for. We hope the items 
remind others that we are praying for them and that God is always near. 
During the summer we make scarves and hats for school children.  We 
meet the last Thursday of every month to share what we have made and a 
couple of hours of fellowship.  Even if you are not able to attend the meet-
ings you may join the group. We can also help you learn to knit or crochet. 
Contact Hazel Hutchison at 352-0860 for more information. 
  
Family Ministry -  Enjoy a variety of family activities and events that take place each and    every month.  Katri-

na@friendshiplutheran.com  355-0454. 
 

Web Page - WEB SAVVY?! IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES! Friendship Lutheran maintains a 
web page (www.friendshiplutheran.com) for its members and the community. This provides 
information, invitation and inspiration. This can be your first resource for schedules, activities, 
and spiritual enrichment including recordings of all sermons. If you would like to maintain or 
share ideas for this site please call Peter Carlson at 649-4465. 
 

Men of JOY – Men’s Ministry – Outings, retreats, studies on topics as well as the bible, grilling 
and more. Interested, call Pastor Brian 355-0454 or 714-5562 
 

Women of JOY – Women’s Ministry – Ladies night out or In?  Sounds like a wonderful idea.  Women of God join 
together for Bible studies, topical studies and more.  (Looking for on or even a team to lead) Interested? Call or 
contact the church office 3255-0454. 
 

Ministries of Friendship 

Ministries within the Church 

mailto:marian_rodgers_175@comcast.net
mailto:Katrina@friendshiplutheran.com
mailto:Katrina@friendshiplutheran.com
http://www.friendshiplutheran.com
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Pray & Praise – Prayer time will be on Thursdays at 4:00 p.m. in the church basement.  Once a month starting 
the fourth Thursday of September, we will have a prayer and praise service in the sanctuary.  September 24th at 
7:00 will be the first one.  It is very informal but very reverent.  All are welcome to come and have a time of res-
pite with the Lord and other brothers and sisters in Christ. Contact Alison Arends at 388-2293 for more             
information.    

Family Outreach Events - Movie nights, game days, meeting at the park or a good old potluck are great for our 
members and our community. Easter Egg Extravaganza is a fun and Egg-citing way to celebrate the resurrection 
of our Lord and Savior and an opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus with those in our community. More 
events to come…have an idea? Call the church office and let us know! 

  
LWML – (Lutheran Woman's Missionary League) was formed to assist each 
woman of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the 
Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in the ministry to the people of the 
world. LWML is open to all women of the church.  We meet on the 3rd Wednesday at 
7:00pm at the church. We will not be meeting in Jan and Feb. of next year. Our meet-
ings  consist of a devotion, discussion/vote on projects and fundraisers for the year, 
assembly of back packs for the homeless, taking collection for the military chaplains, 
and collecting school supplies (along with the Elizabeth Circle) for Lutheran World 
Relief. Our current projects for this year are Haitian Seminarian Sponsorship, LWML 
National Grants, and "experiential partnerships in Christ" (Epic).  Contact Tonda 

Hartle 714-7282 or Allison Arends 388-2293.  
  
Need-A-Ride Ministry - Occasionally someone needs a ride to church or to a church activity. All that is 
needed is the openness to be asked to help and a safe vehicle. Your contact information will be kept confidential 
as organizing the rides can take place through the church office at 355-0454. 
  
Panera Bread Ministry - Several years ago, Friendship was asked to help Panera Bread Company facili-
tate their Donation Nation Program where the restaurant chain donates its daily left-over food products to people 
in need of food. Panera Bread at the Market Place Mall location asked our Church if 
we wanted to volunteer to cover the Thursday and Friday nights' pickups and distrib-
ute those to the needy on Friday. We developed two teams - one to cover Thursday 
night's pick-up with Friday morning deliveries to Restoration Urban Ministries Food 
Bank, Daily Bread Lunch Program, and another to pick up Friday's bread and deliver 
it to the Salvation Army's facility also near the Market Place Mall on Friday night for 
use by their shelter. These two teams function year-round, and can always use more 
volunteers to fill in or take slots for pick-ups and deliveries.  If interested, please con-
tact the church office at 355-0454. 
  
Pregnancy Resource Center - We at Friendship are involved in an annual Baby Bottle Drive to benefit the 
center. Each year, we fill a baby bottle with change and bills and this will help the women and children in our com-
munity. They are also in need of new infant supplies. They are also in need of volunteers to do filing, copying ma-
terial, or anything else needed. Call Gayle Zuehls for details at 586-3814. 
 
Stephen’s Ministry - All we need is a few individuals who are interested in being care givers and listeners for 
those who are going through some difficult times. This program involves training and is a wonderful opportunity to 
let the love of Jesus shine through. 
 
Times Center -  Do you have an hour to volunteer and serve food? No clean -up is necessary, just help serve 
prepared food to the less fortunate.  This is a rotation and is usually twice a month on Tuesdays 5:45-6:30.  We 
need more volunteers! Call Hazel Hutchison at 352-0860.  
  
 

Ministries of Friendship 

Outreach Ministries 
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FRIENDSHIP OUTREACH MINISTRIES cont… 
 
V-Squared - “ Visiting Visitors”  is a group of volunteers that contact visitors of our church. Their goal is to 
welcome and encourage one to another, especially in their faith. For more information, call the church office at 
355-0454 
 
Canteen Run – Contact Eric Rodzen 819-6788. Put what you’ve learned and whom you’ve become into action; 
be the hands and feet of Jesus.  Take an opportunity right here in Champaign-Urbana to serve someone much 
less fortunate than ourselves; an example of what it looks like to love your neighbor as yourself.   
 
To the homeless, a fresh pair of socks, shirt, and a sack lunch and drink, plus may-
be a hygiene kit or something else is very much appreciated.  And sometimes more 
importantly, someone looking them in the eye and treating them with the love of 
Jesus can be much more filling and satisfying than the temporary band-aid of the 
food, drink, or clothing. 
 
There are a number of ways to participate:  

 donate items for those in need 

 be a driver 

 be a volunteer who with the driver goes out to meet those in need 
pray for those in need and the entire chain of Jesus loving Christians who freely give to make this happen 
 
The truck goes out Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Sundays for about a 2 hour period.  FLCJ provides a driver 
and some volunteers 1 or more Sundays each month, plus high priority items like gloves and blankets in the cold 
weather.  It would be wonderful if God were to stir the heart of another member of FLCJ to be a driver.  There are 
so many loving Christians who contribute and prepare, but when there is no driver, God’s gifts sit idle.  If you are 
willing to plug-in in any way, your support will be much appreciated, from the donation of a package of sox or 
hand warmers to meeting the needy where they are, on the street, with a loving handshake, look in the eye, some 
provisions for the day, and possibly going to the Lord together in prayer. 
 
The current needs are socks, men’s L/XL underwear, trial-sized tooth paste, and L/XL/XXL summer shirts. The 
shirts may be gently used. The ministry coordinators are Dan and Barb Davies of the Savoy UMC.  Potential vol-
unteers and drivers can contact Barb Davies at cucanteenrun@gmail.com or 369-9344. The ministry has a web-
site that can answer many questions and has a link to sign up on a volunteer calendar, 
www.cucanteenrun.org.  For item donations or personal witness see Pastor, Monica, or Eric. 
 
This is also something we encourage youth to get involved in too.  A large number of FLCJ youth have participat-
ed as volunteers.  It is an awesome thing to see a person starting at an early age to serve. 
 

Come and be surprised at what a blessing you receive, as God’s 
blessings flow through your hearts to others in a very real and im-
mediate way. 
 
Reaching the Unreached – See the newsletter article. — Word 
on Our Missionaries on page 14. Contact   Elmer & Gayle 
Zuehls for more information 586-3814. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Ministries of Friendship 
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Family Events 

SEPTEMBER FAMILY EVENT  
September 20 from 12-2pm 
We are having a casserole potluck to celebrate the 
use of the new KITCHEN of JOY at Friendship.  
 
There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board 
between the bathrooms. We ask that families would 
sign up for a casserole, bread, salad, or dessert. If 
you feel God asking you to do more than one dish, 
feel free. Please sign up so we know how many 
people will be attending and/or bringing food.  

 
Please attend! Bring families and friends. This is also the day of the ministry fair. This meal gives us a 
double opportunity to come together as a church and be in fellowship with one another! It is also a 

great opportunity to eat good food as well.  
 

LOOKING AHEAD FOR FAMILIES    
In October, the LWML is having a fundraising event at Meadowbrook Park in Urbana. This is taking 
place on Saturday, October 10 from 9am-2pm. This is throughout the day, come when it best fits 
into your schedule. Come enjoy Cider, doughnuts, and a nice walk through the park in the fall. We may 
have a scavenger hunt for families as well.  
 
This is a great opportunity to take some time to spend with your family being in God’s creation. How 

often do we really take time to sit with one another and take in all that God has given us?  

    

10 
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Churchwide Updates 

Word on Our Missionaries 

Reaching the Unreached 
Romans 10:14-15    

How shall they hear without a  preacher?   
And how shall they preach unless they are sent? 

 

The Church has a histo-
ry of missions. It is the 
record of people who 
have been sent and 
who have       willingly 
gone.  But we too are 
involved in this history 
through our sponsorship 
of Pascal and Mary 
Kossi, native  missionar-
ies in the Ivory Coast.  
Pascal and Mary have gone willingly and we are the 
senders.   
    What a privilege!   
 
The priority of the Church is the Great Commission 

to go into the world and preach the Gospel.  We 

must share Christ wherever we are and must keep 

sending others to go where we cannot.    You may 

feel the results seem meager, but don’t be           

discouraged.  Your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

Pascal has established house churches in five     

villages and is training disciples to carry on the 

work.  Let’s continue our faithfulness to help Pascal 

to the glory of God. 

Mission Sunday—September 13 
The event will take place between the two services 
on the second Sunday of September.  As you can 
see below, the feature will be bar cookies, but if   
anyone has garden produce that would also be 
greatly appreci-
ated.  Please 
bring your fa-
vorite bars and 
be prepared to 
take home 
treats.  All do-
nations will go 
to Pascal and 
Mary in our con-
tinuing  commit-
ment to support 
them with $300/month. And as always, thank you for 
your faithfulness. 
 

11 

Kitchen of Joy Update 
 
Have you been downstairs lately?  
The kitchen remodel is really 
coming along.  We should have 
no problem being ready for the     
Sunday School Rally Day, on 
Sept. 13!  The electrician, plumb-
er, & dry wall/painter have few things to do and 
touch up.  The stainless steel countertops should be 
here any day and installed.  The appliances are here 
but not installed yet.  The floor looks great!  The  
cabinets look great (a few imperfections on the  cab-
inets will be fixed)!  The paint color looks great!  It 
will be time to clean and restock in another week or 
two!  Of course, this    remodel wouldn’t have been 
possible without God’s hand in it.  His hands which 
are all of us, the  construction crew, prayers, etc. 
made it come to fruition.  Where this was once a 

“someday we need to fix that kitchen” to “look at our 
wonderful kitchen.”   If you have any questions, 
please contact Lisa Hellmer lmhellmer@mchsi.com 
586-7663. 
 
To get ready for Rally Day, there will be a kitchen 
cleaning event on September 8th and 9th (Tuesday 
and Wednesday, starting at 1:00 pm.   No supplies 
are needed.  To help, just bring elbow grease! 
 
Scrip sales are continuing strong.  
If you are not participating, please 
prayerfully consider becoming in-
volved in the program to help our 
youth programs! If you need an    
order form, would like to place an 
order for now or perhaps  
Christmas or you just want more 
information, please contact the 

mailto:lmhellmer@mchsi.com
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Read Romans 10:1-13 and Ephesians 5 and 6  

We confess our faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in church every Sunday. The Bible tells us, 

"lf you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord' and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 

dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9). 

Now, what shall we do to be confident of living with our Lord in eternity and enjoying a happy life today? 

Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8-10, “For it is by grace you are saved through Faith - and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workman-

ship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do".  

Our faith is not by any works we can perform but by God's grace it is given to us by the Holy Spirit. Our 

faith is to know God, trust God, and is shown by following God.  

Jesus came and lived on earth as a man to show and tell us God's ways. It is 

essential that we make every effort to trust and obey by reading and studying 

the Bible. When we fail, God has instituted forgiveness for those who repent. 

Repent is to change our ways and return to God's ways by creating a loving 

relationship in our families and with fellow believers.  

Wives are to submit to your husband showing respect in everything (Ephesians 

5:22). Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church and give 

himself up for her (Ephesians 5:25). Children are to obey your parents in the Lord. Honor your father 

and mother which is the first commandment with a promise. Fathers, do not exasperate your children; 

instead bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:1-4).  

Slaves, employees or workers in our culture, are to obey their employer and those in charge with re-

spect and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Employers and those in charge are to 

treat the workers also with respect for we all have the same master in heaven and there is no favoritism 

with Him (Ephesians 6:5-9).  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

What Does JOY Mean? 
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Elder’s Corner 

Jesus Over You 

Jesus Offers You 

Jesus Owns You  

Jesus Others Yourself 

Jesus Only You 

Joy of You 

Just Older Youth 

Just Open Yourself  

Joining Our Youth 

Jesus Oriented Youth   

Jesus Overshadows You 

Jesus, Others, You 
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Mild Cognitive Impairment (MCI) is considered to be a very early 
stage of Alzheimer’s disease.  At this stage it may still be possible to 
halt the degenerative process in the brain responsible for  
Alzheimer’s.  MCI is an intermediate state of cognitive function fall-
ing between the normal changes associated with aging and those 
fulfilling the criteria of dementia.  Diagnosis of MCI is important - 
prevention is always better than treatment.  Studies show that the 
polyunsaturated fatty acids in fish, particularly DHA may play an  
important role in stopping the progression of MCI into Alzheimer’s  
disease.  The membranes of our brain cells are loaded with DHA.  
Normal brain function depends on this DHA saturation of neuron cell 
membranes.  Besides being a building block within the bain, DHA is 

the raw material for compounds that prevent the formation of protein debris in the brains of Alzheimer’s 
patients. This protein debris leads to inflammation, brain cell death and the symptoms associated with 
the disease.  The degree of damage in the brain is correlated to the number of intellectual and          
psychological symptoms demonstrated 
by the individual.  Once the patient has 
reached a state of  multiple mental   
deficiencies, it  is too late to save or 
restore brain tissue. 
 

For those taking an average dose of 

1.5 grams per day of DHA, studies 

have shown significant benefits on a 

number of  diagnostic scores commonly 

used for diagnosing dementia.  MCI 

also  demonstrated positive results with 

daily Omega-3 fatty acid treatment.  It 

is important to diagnose early signs of  

dementia.  There may be a way of   

halting memory decline by eating seafood and more specifically, supplementing with DHA. 

September 21
st

 is World Alzheimer’s Day 

Parish Nurse Notes 
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Supplication (Requesting Something) 

Thanksgiving 

In Our Prayers  

Celebrations 

 Prayers for Joetta’s mom, who has suffered      
another stroke and prayers for all her family 

 Prayers for the family of Marian’s cousin,  
Connie (Shaffer) King  

 Prayers for Joanie Meyer, Peggy and Rogers 
friends, for successful lung surgery & healing 

 Prayers for healing for Kevin, Tyyron & Bea 
 Prayers for Jackie for continued healing as 

she recuperates from a January car accident. 
 Prayers for speedy and safe recovery for Ali 

after brain surgery 
 Prayers for Vanessa’s grandmother 
 Prayers for Dagen Korynta (Terry & Sharon’s 

four year old grandson) and his family, as he 
begins treatment for cancer 

 Prayers for all college students away from 
home 

 Continued prayer of strength and healing for 
Joel Pape and Nancy Rodgers 

 Prayers for continued recovery for Roger and 
Connie’s son, Tom’s after his surgery 

 Prayers for Darin, Connie’s son, and his fami-
ly as he recovers from surgery 

  

 Prayers for Tonda’s son, Ja-
son, after back surgery 

 

September Birthdays  
9/1  Judy Carico 
9/1 Roger Francisco 
9/2 Cheyenne Kizer 
9/7  Christy Cook 
9/10 Aliannah Taylor 
9/11 Christopher Morris 
9/17 Mark Wetzel 
9/19 Christopher Armstrong 
9/20 Brooklyn Ladage 
9/22 Lauren Penick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September Baptisms 
Amy Carlson, Simon Dibbern,  
Ben Mehlan,  Katherine Edwards,  
Christopher  Miller,  
Lora Carlson,   
Ken Brach,  
Alicia Brach,  
Christy Cook. 
 

September Anniversaries 
9/3  Pastor Brian and Monica 
Pape 
9/9  Kenneth and Linda Vaughn 
9/11 Dan & Catherine Luhrsen 
9/12 Ryan & Caitlin Drake 
9/22 Peter and Lora Carlson 
9/24 Eric & Dianna Anderson 
9/28 Anthony and Christy Cook 

 Prayer of thank you for taking care of Dan, 
Beth and Mom 

 Thanksgiving for Bridget’s 3rd birthday 
 Thanksgiving for successful surgery for 

Brenda’s husband, Mark 
 Thanks to God for the joy that Connie King, 

Marian’s cousin, is now experiencing in 
heaven  

 Thanks that Bertha is now resting peaceful-
ly with God 

 Thanksgiving and praise for Nathan Chan-
dler’s successful tonsil surgery. 

 
And supplication and thanksgiving for all the 
joys and concerns that we have not shared  
here.   Thanks be to God and Lord have mercy. 
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1 

6:00 Elder Mtg. 

2 
5:30 Praise Team 

3 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 

8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

8 
 

9 
5:30 Praise Team 
7:00 LWML 

10 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 

11 
 

12 
 

13 

8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 

RALLY DAY 
MISSION SUNDAY 

10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
Youth Group 6:00-9:00 
 

14 

 
 

15 
6:00 Council Mtg. 

16 
5:30 Praise Team 

17 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 

MINISTRY FAIR 
10:30 NonTraditional-

FAMILY EVENT- 
POTLUCK 

Youth Group 6:00-9:00 

21 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
 
 

 
World 
Alzheimer’s Day 

22 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 

23 
5:30 Praise Team 

24 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 

25 26 
 

27 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
Youth Group 6:00-9:00 

28 29 30 
5:30 Praise Team 

   

  Sunday          Monday          Tuesday        Wednesday         Thursday   Friday  Saturday 

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 

Pastor Brian on vacation. 

Pastor Brian on vacation. 
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8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible 
Studies 

 
10:30 a.m.  Non-Traditional  

Service 
 

________________________ 
 

Nursery & Children’s Creative  
Learning Center for children birth to 

third grade at 10:30 Service. 
 

Holy Communion is offered on the  
1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00 service 
and the 2nd and 4th Sundays at the 

10:30 service . It is also offered at both 
services on 5th Sundays in a month. 

OUR MISSION: 
 

To Joyfully connect people to 

Christ and His family.  

Friendship Lutheran    

Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
Pastoral Care 

Pastor Brian Pape 
pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
 

Staff 
Brenda Husler - Church Secretary 

office@friendshiplutheran.com 
(Office hours 9:00-3:00) 

 
Denise Pacey - Director of Music 
teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com  

 
Katrina Kozisek 

Director of Christian Education Intern 
katrina@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

mailto:teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com

