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February,  2014 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

 February 3—ASP Meeting  

 

 February 9—Mission Sunday 

 

 February 17-Office Closed-

President’s Day 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         Volunteer Opportunity 
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Visit the calendar at 
www.friendshiplutheran.com  

Pastor Brian Writes— 

RE-GIFTING – LOVE IS A GIFT 
 
Not long ago I spoke about the greatest 
way to show appreciation upon receiving a 
gift. There are basically three levels or 
ways of “thank you’s.”  The first one is 
simply words.  “Thank you very much for 
the gift.”  The second is more heart-
felt.  The words are expressed, but there 
is more to it.  The gift is used or cherished 
as it was intended.  For example, the flow-
ers you gave to that special person are 
displayed for all to see! Or perhaps they 
are set in a place of honor.  I’m sure you 
get the picture.  It may be that the tool you 
bought someone was not only greatly ap-
preciated but also used over and over 
again.  I’m sure you get the picture.  The 
final way, and in my opinion, the greatest 
way to express thanksgiving certainly in-
cludes these two ways but also adds one 
more.  Step one: say “thank you.”  Step 
two: use the gift for its intended pur-
pose.  Step three: Use it for or to the 
glory of God!  
 
During the month of February, many 
across the nation celebrate love.  Loving 
that special someone by sending choco-
lates and flowers.  Going out for dinner or 
sending them a Valentine’s Day card are 
other ways people celebrate the month.   
Have you ever consider LOVE as a 
gift?  Most people don’t think of love that 
way. They think they understand what 
love is, but seldom to they cherish is as a 
gift. They see LOVE as something like the 
following: 
 
Love refers to a variety of different feel-
ings, states, and attitudes that ranges 
from interpersonal affection ("I love my 
mother") to pleasure ("I loved that meal"). 
It can refer to an emotion of a strong at-
traction and personal attachment. It can 
also be a virtue representing human kind-
ness, compassion, and affection—"the 

unselfish loyal and benevolent concern for 
the good of another". It may also describe 
compassionate and affectionate actions 
towards other humans, one's self or ani-
mals.  

That may describe love but if we view 
LOVE as a gift, then our eyes and hearts 
will be opened to so much more.  We will 
be exposed to a greater understanding 
and therefore greater appreciation as 
well.  Stay with me for a while as I show 
you what I mean. 

When LOVE is seen as a GIFT we begin 
to observe the following: 
 
1. The gift of Love has a Giver.   
Simply put, God is the giver of all 
things.  “For God so loved the world that 
He GAVE!....”   When we look at the giver, 
we certainly can say, “thanks.”  We can 
also share the gift with those we see and 
come into contact with.  After all, we love 
because He first loved us.  Now to take it 
to the next step, we love one another as a 
“gift” to God.  We can give God the glory 
by actually re-gifting.  (well sort of) 
 
2. A gift of Love was given for a purpose.   
God has given us love so that we could 
love as He has loved us.  When I speak to 
people who tell me that they are in love I 
often dig deep enough to find out what 
their source of love is.  If it comes from a 
love that they have first received from God 
our heavenly Father, then the comparison 
to the love of this world and theirs shows 
quite a difference.  The love from God was 
intended to be used for the purpose for 
which it was received. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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 With the Young Crowd 

Scrip sales will continue, 

please prayerfully consider becoming 
involved in the program to help sus-
tain our youth programs. If you need 
an order form, would like to place an  

order, or need more information, 
please contact Molly. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASP  meeting is Monday,  
February 3, 2014 from 
5:30 -6:30 pm  at Friendship   
(most likely in the basement, but if 
we use the PPT we might be  
upstairs!) 
  
 
 
The point of the meeting is to prepare for the trip, and also 
to continue to inform about what the trip is about. 
  
We would love to see all 21 of you there, and parents are        
welcome as well.  If the person attending can not attend, if a  
parent is able to come in their stead, that would be great. 
  
Thank you! 
Trina Wetzel  
 

Youth Nights are every Sunday night from 7-9, 

all High School Youth are welcome and bring 

friends! We’d love to see you all there!  

BUDGET UPDATE    (1/1/2014-1/31/2014)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)  $19,794.00 
Expenses (Year-to-date)  $27,854.03 
 

Thank you for the privilege of worshipping with the  
members of Friendship of Joy Lutheran last Sunday. On 
behalf of the many destitute people living in Island  
Nations in the Caribbean and poor nations in Central 
America, please accept their deep thanks and gratitude 
for the generous support you have provided to the  
ministry of Food for the Poor, especially for continual 
support by those donors who send gifts on a regular ba-
sis. The house that you funded, the “House of Joy,” will 
be life changing for a family who will change the house 
into a “heavenly home on earth.”  By the power of God’s 
grace, we are making progress, one person and one 
child at a time. The compassion and love for those 
whom Jesus refers to as reflections of Himself has been 
a blessing to multitudes and more projects and support 
will only increase such blessings. The spirit of mission at 
Friendship Lutheran, which extends outward from the 
altar to many other ministries, provides light and warmth 
to all who are touched by the Child of Bethlehem.       
 
Thank you for your kindness in the spirit of Jesus and 
His love.  
 
Greetings and peace, 
Walter  Volz, Emeritus 
Beggar for the Poor                                     

Continued from page 1 

 
3. The receiver of such a gift is responsible to use it accord-
ingly.  The word that best describes this responsibility is  
stewardship.  Being a steward of the gift of love means that 
(of course) it will be used for the purpose for which is was  
given.  But if we love those who love us, how much better are 
we then they?  No, we take it to another level.  We re-gift the 
gift given us to the glory and honor of God Himself.  And  
unlike other things we have been given to be managers/
stewards of, Love is a renewable resource and therefore have 
be freely given.  “Freely we have received, and freely we 
give.”   
 
4. For those who follow Jesus, we realized something EVEN 
MORE AMAZING.  When God gives us the gift of Love He is 
actually giving Himself to us.  GOD IS LOVE!  WOW!  Now 
just think of the ramifications!  When we give love to the honor 
of God we are giving GOD?  When we re-gift love is God  
glorified?  When we “love” in the name of Jesus is God  
kingdom being advanced? 
 
There is so in the Bible about Love.  Here at Friendship  
Lutheran Church of JOY we have set our hearts and minds on 
sharing the LOVE of God in Christ Jesus.  Just look at our 
mission statement.  “To joyfully connect people to Christ and 
His family.”  We share Christ and Him crucified.  We share 
Jesus.  Simply put, we LOVE! 
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CHURCHWIDE UPDATES 

Mission Sunday  

Elder’s Corner 

Our Mission Sunday sale will be 
on February 9

th
 and will feature 

breads of all kinds.   
 
As we are continuing our support 
of Pascal and Mary for another 
year,   I would like to encourage 

you all to be involved.  Bring your favorite breads and 
please be prepared to take home some delicious  
additions to your dinner.  All  donations will be sent to 
support Pascal and Mary for their work in the Ivory 
Coast.  May the Lord Bless You.   

THANK YOU FOR SHOWING  
THE LOVE OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS 
 
Thank you for everyone who came out to FLCJ and 
took part in a benefit where we auctioned off delicious 
pies and heard terrific music by the Jake’s Boys. 
 
I believe God was glorified as everyone loved one  
another as Christ loves them. 
 
A special thanks to all the pie makers  for the delicious 
pies we auctioned off, and to Jakes Boys for  
donating their time and talent to help Denise 

Read John 15:1-17 
 
   Our first priority is to glorify God, become a productive 
Christian and be like Jesus.  Jesus said “I am the vine 
and you are the branches.  If a man remain in me and I 
in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me, you can 
do nothing” John 15:5.  God the Father is the gardener.  
He prunes the branches so that they will produce more 
and better fruit. 
 
   Our fruit is seen by the people around us.  Does the 
Father prune your branch so you can produce better 
fruit.  Our fruitfulness is seen in:  
 

 Our Character – what you are,  “But the fruit of the 
spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,     
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” 
Gal. 5:22. 

 Our Conduct --  what you do, “finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable -- if anything is excellent or praise   
worthy – think  about such things” Phil 4:8. 

 
 

 Our Contributions --  what you give,  “Each man 
should give what he has decided in his heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver” 2Cor 9:7.  Your contribution 
to God is your time, energy and money. 

 Our Communication --  what you say,  “The good 
man brings good things out of the good stored up in 
his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of 
the evil stored up in his heart.  For out of the over-
flow of his heart his mouth speaks” Luke 6:45. All 
our words must honor God.  

 Our Converts --  who you win for Jesus Christ.  
“Jesus said to them, ‘Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all creation’” Mk 16:15.  
You are to be God’s witness and His disciple,   
sharing His word with everyone you meet. 

 
Jesus said “ This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples. As 
the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you.  Now  
remain in My love”  John 15:8-9.   
 
Have a Happy Valentines Day filled with the Love of 
Jesus.  



Parish Nurse Notes 

Reaching the Unreached Ministry 
 
Rodney & Malinda Hinrichs 
www.reachingtheunreached.org 
Missionaries: Pascal and Mary/Cote D’Ivoire 
 
Ephesians 6:12 comes to mind this month, “For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms”.  Sometimes we think reaching the 
villages and tribes is only a matter of more effort, more 
man power or better technology.  But the gospel is a 
frontal attack into the enemy territory.  The battle is  
essentially spiritual.  And as you too are involved in this 
battle via prayer, know that you along with the  
missionaries will be attacked.  Be sure to pray for your 
own household as well as for our missionaries, Pascal 
and Mary.  You are a very important and valuable part 
of this work.  Thank you for praying for the UN-
REACHED.  Please also keep Rodney and Malinda  
Hinrichs in your prayers as they are returning from  
supervising the work of the Reaching the Unreached 
missionaries to the Banjara Tribe in India. 

 
  

Word On Our Missionaries 

  

     This month I want to finish up my report on Parkin-
son’s disease (PD).  First I will address the treatment of 
PD.  Unfortunately there is no cure for PD.  Treatment 
consists of individualized therapy to treat the type and 
severity of symptoms, as well as functional and cogni-
tive impairments.  There are many available drugs that 
can treat the symptoms.  Unfortunately, many of these 
drugs have toxic side effects, especially in the elderly.  
Of all of the agents or drugs, Levodopa has proven the 
most effectives. 
 
PD is a chronic and progressive disease.  Individuals 
with PD will eventually become severely impaired and 
immobile.  They are at risk for aspiration pneumonia 
due to difficulty swallowing. Many people go on to  
develop dementia.  It is important for family members 
to foresee these future challenges and to discuss  
quality of life and end-of-life issues such as tube  
feeding and treatment of aspiration pneumonia. 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the major aspects of individuals with PD is how 
drastically their world changes.  Daily routines such as 
earning a living, taking care of their homes, socializing 
with friends, and enjoying normal relationships with 
family members are affected over time.  People need 
encouragement to remain as active and involved as 
possible.  Exercise and involvement in hobbies and 
leisure time pursuits is important.  Physical and  
Occupational therapists may need to be involved. 
 
As the disease progresses, so does the tendency for 
the person to become isolated.  Depression tends to be 
part of the initial process with dementia happening  
later.  Note when the person needs adaptive  
equipment or a change, items like talking books, sports 
bottles for hot or cold drinks weighted pens or pencils, 
magic markers may be helpful.  Wrapping wide black 
tape around objects can provide the person with a  
firmer grip.  Continue to invite the individual to special 
events and outings to keep him involved and  
stimulated.  Hopefully, with advances in medical  
technology, treatment options will improve and a cure 
may be found. 



In The Know 
FEBRUARY – THE MONTH OF LOVE!   
 
Valentine’s Day has gotten really big with regards to celebrations.  Stores have had displays out in January for weeks.  Who 
better to celebrate Love that the people who have experienced the greatest love of all – THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST!  It is 
that love that we were first shown that we now can love each other.  This type of love dwarfs the love that the world 
knows.  Although to the outward eye we can’t always see a great distinction the fact remains there is one.   
Below is a wonderful opportunity for couples to build a stronger connection with each other.  As one wife said to her husband 
after receiving this, “You know how blessed I am to live with a man who wants to make our marriage even bet-
ter?  Signed, Feeling blessed.   
 
Have you ever tried to pray or discuss the Bible together as a couple, only to give up after a short time because you and your 
spouse got distracted or frustrated? Connecting spiritually with your spouse can be challenging, with so many other pursuits 
vying for attention in your busy schedules. But it’s always worthwhile to make the effort to connect on a spiritual level, because 
that’s the part of your relationship that will last forever. 
 
A great way to build a stronger spiritual connection with your spouse is by designing dates around that purpose. Here’s how 
you can connect with your spouse spiritually through dates: 
 
Extend grace to each other. Just as God gives grace to you, be graceful with your spouse, giving the freedom to learn and 
grow spiritually in the ways that come most naturally to your spouse. Be positive and patient with your spouse, encouraging 
him or her to enjoy the process of growing closer to God with you. 
 
Schedule your dates and set ground rules for them. Get each one of your 10 upcoming dates on the calendar and plan 
how to interact with each other during the dates so that both of you feel safe talking with each other openly about deep 
thoughts and feelings. Set ground rules such as: staying positive, focusing on what your relationship to be like in the future, 
talking mainly about your relationship and avoiding distractions by saving other topics (such as your jobs or your children) for 
other times, participating enthusiastically, refraining from forcing discussions when they get stuck, being honest yet still kind to 
each other, resisting attacking your spouse or defending yourself, and aiming to have fun while growing spiritually. 
 
Connect faith and love. On this first date, you and your spouse will talk about each of your spiritual journeys up until this 
point, as well as how you want to continue your journey together as a couple. Enjoy a leisurely dinner together, and over the 
meal, tell each other the stories of how God has worked in your life individually. Then discuss how you all would like to pursue 
closer relationships with God together from this point on. 
 
Appreciate your differences. On this second date, you all will learn how to appreciate the God-given differences between you 
and learn how to use those differences to complement each other. Talk about some specific God-given gifts that you recognize 
in each other, and encourage each other to put those gifts to use in practical ways as a team, so your different strengths will 
work together to accomplish more than either of you could alone. 
 
Experience God together. On this third date, you’ll figure out where and when you each feel closest to God and what factors 
can best bring you together spiritually as you worship God together. Discuss where and when each of you feel closest to God – 
such as in nature, in church, in solitude, or in prayer. Then suggest new ways you all can try to pursue God together. Next, 
discuss each other’s core beliefs – about such topics as God, life, death, marriage, family, forgiveness, pain, and hope. Identify 
the spiritual values that you both share. 
 
Get into the Bible. On this fourth date, you’ll learn how you can read and study the Word of God together successfully. Talk 
honestly about any previous attempts at studying the Bible together that have left either of you feeling coerced, frustrated, or 
dissatisfied. Then make a fresh plan for how to do so in a mutually enjoyable way. Find the best time of day or night to read the 
Bible together on a regular basis, choose a Bible with a commentary or application that’s relevant to both of you, and ask four 
key questions: “What does this passage say?” “What does this passage mean?” “What does this passage teach about God?” 
and “How do I apply this to myself?” 
 
Love your closest neighbor. On this fifth date, you’ll discover how to love your closest neighbor – your spouse – uncondition-
ally, as well as how to encourage him or her. Go someplace where you can focus on deep conversation, and then discuss how 
each of you feel loved the most (such as with words of encouragement, quality time, acts of service, physical touch, or receiv-
ing gifts). Use that knowledge to plan new ways to express love to each other from now on. 
 
Talk with God together. On this sixth date, you all will learn how to overcome obstacles to praying as a couple and figure out 
how to create a meaningful prayer life together. Discuss how you all can best incorporate prayer together into your schedules, 
be creative when trying out new prayer styles (such as silent prayer while holding hands, or praying through a Bible passage), 
take turns praying when you’re together, and make sure that you convey unconditional love to each other while praying so both 
of you feel safe opening up to each other about deep thoughts and feelings. 
 

Continued on Page 8 
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Supplication (Requesting Something) 

Thanksgiving 

In Our Prayers  

Celebrations 

 Prayers  for the doctors of Dave’s mom, Doris, to 
help figure out what’s wrong and give her healing 
and God’s peace. 

 Prayers of healing for Becky who is fighting off 
pneumonia. 

 Prayers of healing for Donna and Tara suffering 
with chronic pain. 

 Prayers for peace for Charles’ mother who had her 
first oncology appointment. Pray that she has     
capable doctors and peace for the family. 

 Prayers for Karin who was hospitalized for tests. 

 Prayers for  Gideon for a complete recovery. 

 Ongoing prayers for Denise, Joel, and Nancy. 

 Prayers for Allison as she recovers from surgery. 

 Prayers for the family  of Marty as they mourn the 
loss of Marty’s mother. 

 Prayers for strength and healing for Amy, Terry’s 
mother, who had surgery due to cancer. 

 Prayers for Tara who had surgery and for her family 
as they struggle with her chronic illnesses. 

 

 Prayers for Peggy’s mom who is struggling with 
critical health issues. 

 Bless BetsyAnne as she leaves our home and 
moves to Connecticut. Watch over her and keep 
her safe, please continue to nurture her heart so 
she continues to grow in the Lord. 

 Prayers for the ministry of Food For The Poor. 
 
 

 Prayers of thanksgiving for safe travels throughout 
this winter weather.  

 Prayers of thanksgiving for all 
who offered their time and 
helped cleaned the church when 
the pipes burst. 

February Birthdays  
2/1    Allan Norton Presnell 
2/4    Nancy Carter 
2/6    Kendra Brach, Devon Miller,  
         Emma Pacey 
2/7    Hazel Hutchison 
2/8    Jon Fisher 
2/9    Carol Mathis 
2/10  Blanche Stoller 
2/11  Tripper Carter, Tina Clark, 
         Vanessa Levan, Nikolas Taylor 
2/14  Jean Hagen 
2/15  David Edwards 
2/19  Annabelle Pearman 
2/22  Roger Clapp 
2/25  Kristin Weatherford 
2/26  Brian Pape, Natalie Dibbern 
2/27  Brooke Miller 
2/28  Sue Danley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Baptisms 
Dee Blaine, Grant Carlson,  
Ryan Drake,  
Diane Greer, Julianna 
Mehlan, John Pacey,  
Lona Oostdyk, Tom Bailey, 
Deborah Armstrong, Keegan Ladage, Emma Pacey, 
Emma Reitmeier, Betsyanne Pacey, Devon Miller, 
Peggy Peterson, Mel Reitmeier, Ed Stoller,  
Pam (Chandler) Lalaman,  Emily Burgener,  
Matthew Burgener. 
 
 
 
 
 
February Anniversaries 
2/1    Brian and Leslie Miller 
2/14  Jonathan & Heidi Albers, 
         Terry and Diane Ortel 
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   1 
 

2 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Non-Traditional 
 
 
6:00 Youth Superbowl 
party at Pape home. 

3 
 
 
 

  

4 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

5 

5:45 Praise Team 
6:30Confirmation 
 
 

6 

9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

7 

 
 
 
 

8 

 
 
 

9 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
Mission  Sunday! (p.3) 
 
7:00 Youth Group (p.2) 

10 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
 
  
 

11 
6:00 Council Mtg. 
 

 

12 
5:45 Praise Team 
6:30Confirmation 
 

13 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 

14 
 

  

15 
 

16 

8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
 
 
 
7:00 Youth Group 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

18 
6:00 Elder’s Mtg. 

19 
5:45 Praise Team 
6:30Confirmation 
 
 

20 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

21 22 
 

23 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
7:00 Youth Group 

24 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 

25 26 
5:45 Praise Team 
6:30Confirmation 

27 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 
6:30 Prayer Shawl       

28  

Sunday     Monday    Tuesday Wednesday     Thursday          Friday          Saturday 

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 

7 

Cindy on vacation 



8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School & 
Bible Studies 

 
10:30 a.m.  Non-Traditional 

Service 
 

________________________ 
 

Nursery & CCLC for children birth-
third grade at 10:30 Service. 

 
Holy Communion is offered on the 

1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00   
service and on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays at the 10:30 service . It is 
offered at both services if there is a  

5th Sunday in a given month. 

OUR MISSION: 
 

To Joyfully connect people to 

Christ and His family.  

Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
Pastoral Care 

Pastor Brian Pape 
pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
Director of Christian Education 

Molly Marcis 
Friendship.dce@gmail.com 

 
Staff 

Cindy Furtney - Church Secretary 
office@friendshiplutheran.com 

(Office hours 9:00-3:00) 

 
Denise Pacey - Director of Music 
teacherlady.pacey@gmail.com  

 
 

Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

Continued from page  5 

 
Build your marriage on a strong foundation. On this seventh date, you’ll dis-
cuss the importance of leaving, cleaving, and becoming one in order to create a 
strong foundation for your marriage. Make your marriage relationship your high-
est priority after your relationship with God. Invest the time and energy you need 
to create emotional closeness with each other. Aim to love each other passion-
ately every day for the rest of your lives. 
 
Face the storms of life together. On this eighth date, you all will talk about 
hard times that you experienced as a couple and that brought you closer togeth-
er spiritually, as well as figure out how best to trust God to help you deal with 
future crises together. Discuss specific ways you can seek God’s guidance, 
comfort, and provision when more storms hit your marriage. 
 
Guard your hearts under God’s canopy. On this ninth date, you and your 
spouse will discover the meaning of God’s sacred canopy of protection over 
your marriage, and talk about how to best guard your hearts to grow closer to 
each other and God. Discuss the temptations to sin that you each need God’s 
protection from, such as materialism, pornography, affairs, and obsession with 
power. Talk about how you can best seek God’s protection and hold yourselves 
accountable to staying faithful to God and each other. 
 
Make your marriage a lighthouse. On this tenth date, you all will learn how to 
reflect God’s image and shine God’s light to other people in need of his love. 
Serve each other and those around you. Show the people who are watching you 
and your spouse what holy fun, acceptance, forgiveness, and commitment look 
like in action. 
 
 
 
Adapted from 10 Great Dates: Connecting Faith, Love & Marriage, copyright 
2013 by Peter Larson, Heather Larson, David Arp, and Claudia Arp. Published 
by Bethany House Publishers, a division of Baker Publishing Group, Blooming-
ton, Mn., www.bethanyhouse.com. 
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