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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

 November 8-LWML Meeting 
 

 November 12-Mission Sunday 
 

 November 19-Congregational 
Meeting 
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Thankfulness— 

Despite the highest standard of living in the 
history of humanity, our generation seems 
driven by an insatiable desire for more, bet-
ter and faster. Just when we should feel 
most satisfied, we find ourselves bored and 
disillusioned. The problem is not that things 
are so bad, but that we have lost a gift 
called gratitude.  
The Scriptures urge believers to maintain a 
spirit of thanksgiving in all circumstances. 
We do so not as a gift to God, but as a gift 
from God. He doesn't need our thanks, but 
we desperately need reminders that we are 
created beings dependent upon our Maker. 
Giving thanks realigns our hearts with the 
apostle Paul's expression of praise in his 
letter to the Romans: "For from him and 
through him and to him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen" (11:36). 
Acknowledging God as the Source of all 
things frees us from the lie that we don't 
need Him.  
Unfortunately, children are born with a pro-
pensity toward greed, envy and other vices 
that foster discontent. Parents can help 
their children guard against that propensity 
by encouraging gratitude and explaining 
that we give thanks because it ...  

 Makes us rich: The endless pursuit 

of more creates artificial poverty. The disci-
pline of gratitude, by contrast, brings natural 
wealth by freeing us from the snare of com-
parisons and unrealistic expectations. It is 
impossible to be truly grateful and discon-
tent at the same moment. 

 Cures our bent: According to Paul, 
contentment is a discipline we learn, not a 
feeling we experience. Remember, every 
one of us has a natural tendency toward 
discontent. That's why we must remind one 
another to give thanks to the Source of our 
lives and livelihood. 

 Gives us joy: It has been said that 
the worst moment for an atheist is 
when he is really thankful and has no 
one to thank. A major part of joy in life 

is expressing gratitude to the One who 
meets our needs. Like helium fills a 
deflated balloon and lifts it to the heav-
ens, thankfulness connects our spirits 
to the Source of all joy. 

On page 4, you'll find activities, discussion 
questions and ideas to help your child dis-
cover the joy that springs from a heart of 
thankfulness.  
 
Key Points  

 Giving thanks reminds us that we are 

dependent on God. 

 We are all born with a propensity to-

ward discontent. 
Thankfulness is a learned discipline that 
cures our discontent and fosters joy. 
 
Family Memory Verse  
1 Thessalonians 5:18 
"Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus." 
 
Scripture Study  
For a more in-depth study on a spirit of grat-
itude, read these Bible verses:  

 Psalm 100:1-5 

 Philippians 4:4-12 

 Colossians 3:15-17 

 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 Hebrews 12:28 
—Kurt Bruner 

 
Check out the Family Thankfulness Activi-
ties on Page 4!!! 
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BUDGET UPDATE     (1/1/2017-10/31/2017)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)    $ 238,325.87 
Expense (Year-to-date)     $ 229,606.55 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)    $  22,631.70 

Trunk or Treat SUCCESS!!!  

Schedule of Upcoming Visiting Pastors  

5-Nov-17             Don Ehlers 
12-Nov-17           Tyler Arends 
19-Nov-17           Lynn Podoll 
26-Nov-17           Bob Frank 
3-Dec-17             Don Ehlers 
6-Dec-17     Don Ehlers 

10-Dec-17           Ivan Peterson 
13-Dec-17           Don Ehlers 
17-Dec-17           Brian Pape 
20-Dec-17     Don Ehlers 
24-Dec-17     Don Ehlers 
31-Dec-17      Bob Frank 

A big thank you the FLCJ family, and also friends, who 
pitched in to make this event a huge success!  With easily 
over 200 visitors, our Trunk or Treat event drew in 10 
times the people as did our neighborhood on Halloween 
night.   
The winner of the best trunk contest, chosen by the chil-
dren, was Chris Feugen, who was dressed as the “The 
Riddler”.  Congratulations, Chris!    
We even had 100% Jesus themed trunks and people 
loved them!  Praise the Lord!  The community expressed 
their gratitude for offering a “wonderful” and fun alterna-
tive.   
We had 12 decorated trunks, a hay ride with Bible stories, 
pumpkin gifts, cookies and hot chocolate and lemonade, 
face painting and a game, a piñata, and of course lots of 
smiles and a warm welcome.   
Watch for more pictures on the screen after the Sunday 
service. 
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Churchwide Updates 
Mission Sunday  LWML 

November 12
th

 Mission Sunday, we will be  featuring  

“Cookies in a Jar”.   
Chocolate Chip Bars and Butterscotch 
Bars for a donation of $10 a jar.   
These make wonderful gifts and are an 
easy way to get your Christmas baking 
done.  
 
Thank you to all who helped put the 
jars together.  A special thanks  goes 
out to Beth Annin and her friend Amy 
for making the recipe holders.  They worked all summer on them. 
Those little aprons make the jars look so festive.  
 
Please help us support the work of Pascal and Mary  
serving as missionaries with Reaching the Unreached. They are 
serving those who have not heard the message of Jesus Christ. 

The ladies of Friendship’s  
Society of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League will  meet 
on Wednesday, November 8, at 7:00 pm in the church’s lower 
level.  There will be a short Bible 
Study, business and fellowship.  
Ladies, please join us.  
  November’s featured grant is 
Human Trafficking Education 
($3,350).  This grant will help 
MOST ministries develop, publish 
and implement English to Spanish 
training materials and evangelism 
resources as MOST teams go to 
Central America to combat this 
crime.   
  Your mites will help others to reach out in different languages. 
We want the world to know that all human life is sacred.  

Starting Nov. 2, the Prayer Meeting has moved to Thurs-
day Mornings after 9:00 am Bible Study.   

Join us for  one or both!  
 

November 19th, after our Church Service 
there will be a Congregational Meeting.  

Please join us!  

We have two church board positions open.  If you 
would like to be considered for a position, please turn 
your name in to one of the current board members or 

the office. office@friendshiplutheran.com 
 

A HUGE Thank you to Joetta and Gayle  
for your service!  

empty tomb's Christmas Give Away 2017 
The annual empty tomb Christmas GiveAway for children is on 
December 8th. Our church has been invited to participate 

by donating toys, books, games, and educational materials. The 
"red" donation box is located in the lower level ready 

to  receive new, unwrapped items.  Our donations will  be deliv-
ered to empty tomb on Thursday November 30th. Gift baskets 
for the parents/guardians are also needed. That giveaway is 

December 9th. Consider joining together with another family to 
create a gift basket.  



Family Thankful Activities 
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Preschool Activity 
Play a gratefulness game with your child, following the rules of "I 
Spy." Begin the game by saying, "I'm thankful for something in 
this room." Offer clues until your preschooler guesses the object; 
take time to give the reason for your gratitude. Continue the game 
by saying, "I'm grateful for someone in the family." Again, once 
your child guesses the person, share the reason for your thankful-
ness.  
Also consider keeping a family gratitude journal. During the day, 
invite your preschooler to contribute to the journal by drawing a 
picture or gluing a photo of something she's thankful for. Allow the 
rest of the family to write or draw in the journal, too. Before dinner, 
let your child explain her writings or drawings to the family and 
offer thanks.  
Once a week, review the blessings with your child by looking 
through the pages in the journal. Pray with your preschooler and 
let her hear you give thanks to God for the blessings in your lives.  

—D'Arcy Maher 
 
School-age Activity 
Place a basket in the center of your dinner table. Help your child 
cut out leaf shapes from red, orange and brown construction pa-
per. Throughout the weeks leading up to Thanksgiving, help your 
child write things he is thankful for on the leaves (e.g., Grandma, 
a teacher, the cat). As you write on each leaf, place it in the bas-
ket. 
At your Thanksgiving meal, spend time as a family pulling leaves 
out of the basket and reading each thing you are thankful for. Re-
mind your child that God is the giver of all good gifts (James 
1:17), and talk about other blessings He has given your family. 
Afterward, say a prayer of thanksgiving to God, expressing grati-
tude for all His blessings.  
To create a more permanent reminder, cut out a tree shape from 
brown construction paper and hang it on your refrigerator or wall. 
Tape the leaves onto the tree to serve as a reminder of what God 
has done. 

—Suzanne Hadley Gosselin 
 
Tween Activity 
Ingratitude often results from a failure to see God at work. Here's 
a fun way to help tweens understand that God's blessings are 
evident if we take the time to look for them. 
Make a solution of equal parts milk and concentrated lemon juice. 
Dip a cotton swab into the liquid and write words such as life, fam-
ily, forgiveness and abilities on a plain piece of paper. Customize 
the words for your family. Let the "ink" dry. 
Show your kids the paper, telling them that you wrote down some 
things you're thankful for. Since the words are invisible, expect 
some confused looks. Explain that God's blessings in our lives are 
often invisible to us because we don't take the time to give 
thanks. 
At the kitchen sink, pass the paper over a flame from a small can-
dle or lighter. The paper will need to be close to the flame, but not 
touching it. The flame will burn the carbon in the solution before it 
burns the paper, revealing the hidden words. (If the paper acci-
dentally catches fire, drop it into the sink.) 
Once all the words are visible, ask your children these questions: 

 Why do you think people are often unaware of the blessings 

in their lives? 

 Is it possible God does things for us every day that we don't 

see? 

 What might we be missing? 

Hang the paper on the refrigerator as a reminder for the entire 
family to be more aware of God's blessings. 

—Tim Shoemaker  
 

Time With Your Teen 
In Philippians 4:11-13, Paul challenges believers to be grateful no 
matter their circumstance. He reminds us that our strength comes 
from God — strength to do "everything," including resist the temp-
tation to be ungrateful or greedy.  
Preaching to teenagers about the need for gratitude, however, 
isn't likely to get you very far. Teens can smell a "sermon" a mile 
away. Instead of launching into a lecture about thankfulness, con-
sider asking open-ended questions that delve into your teens' 
world. Questions such as "What are a few things you really appre-
ciate about your life right now?" provide insight into what your 
children are focusing on. They also create the opportunity for a 
deeper discussion on how gratitude can enrich us.  
Feelings of joy and contentment come naturally when we focus on 
our blessings — even if we don't have everything we want. To 
move in this direction, tell your teens that you'd like your family to 
experience the full benefits of gratitude, and challenge them to 
remind you to be more thankful. Maybe even ask them to keep 
you accountable when you begin to grumble. If your teens ask 
you to do  
the same for them agree to it, but don't volunteer. 
After all, as parents, we may recognize ingratitude in our teens 
but fail to notice our own poor attitude. By expressing our desire 
to grow in thankfulness, we have the privilege of exemplifying the 
very attitude we'd like to see in our teens. 

—Pam Woody  
 
Dinner Talk 
Open Up  
Ask your children the following: 

 If I were to give you tickets to Walt Disney World right now, 

would it be easy or difficult for you to express gratefulness? Why? 

 What would your thankfulness look like? 

Open Book  
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:18. ("Give thanks in all circumstances, 
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.") 
Ask: 

 How would you explain this Scripture in your own words? 

 When is it easy for you to follow this advice in the Scriptures? 

When is it difficult? 

 How can we be grateful during a bad day at school or when 

we feel discouraged or angry? 

 How does a thankful attitude make life better? 

Open Life  

 God gives us great gifts all the time — including His loving 

attention and presence each day. Why do we often neglect giving 
Him thanks? 

 What are ways we can express thankfulness to God each 

day this week? 
Wrap up the discussion with a prayer of thanksgiving, mentioning 
each of your children by name. 

—Mike Nappa  



Elder’s Corner 

Reaching the Unreached Ministry 
 

Pascal has sent us a booklet about his work and his vision.  
Our mission funds have been received and the building of 
his church is going forward.  He is so very appreciative.  
We can rejoice in the number of people he is reaching and 
discipling.  His booklet has pictures of his family and his 
churches, including the one under construction. There are 
pictures of other churches he is pastoring, and the boys he 
is raising.  Included is a list of his ministry goals in 21 towns 
and 26 villages.   
Pascal asks for prayer that the Lord will provide open 
hearts in the following towns:1. Abengorinou, 2. Bondori-
kou, 3. Borina, 4. Kong, 5. Korhogio, 6. Bouake 7. Marada-
la 8. Odvenhne 9. Seguelia 10. Yamoussouri 11. Mah 12. 
Daloa 13. Dimbokro 14. Guiglo 15. Soubre  16. Divo 17. 
San-Pedro 18. Agboville 19. Abodzah 20. Aboisso 21. 
Bouafle.  I may  have not spelled all those names correctly, 
but the Lord will know of  Pascal’s work.  You can see a 
copy of Pascal’s booklet at the desk in the narthex.  
   Pascal is working in Abengorinou (#1) now and has a 
vision of reaching the 26 villages surrounding that town.  I 

encourage you to look at the booklet Pascal sent us, and to 
pray for the work in the Ivory Coast.  Please pray for their 
health and that he will have disciples to help him.  Thank 
you!  
 

Word On Our Missionaries 

Elder’s Corner for November  2017  ---  Read  Psalm 103  ---  
 
                             HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND DON’T STOP PRAISING GOD!!! 
     I wonder how long we could talk to the LORD without asking for something.   “Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that 
is within me, bless His Holy Name!  Bless the LORD; O my soul, and forget not all His benefits” (vv. 1-2).  Psalm 103 has 
no requests.  It is nothing but praise; David is blessing the LORD. 
     What are some of these benefits David sings about?  They are ones we may have forgotten or that we may be taking 
for granted.  First, the LORD saves.  “Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases” (v. 3).  The last part of 
this statement is an illustration of the first part.  He forgives all our iniquities in the same way He heals the human body.  
Often in the Bible, sin is compared to sickness, and salvation is compared to health.  GOD brings saving health to our 
souls. 
     Second, He keeps.  “Who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mer-
cies” (v. 4).  The LORD keeps us and protects us from the destruction around us.  He puts a crown on our heads and 
makes us kings.  
     Third, He satisfies.  “Who satisfies your mouth with good things” (v. 5).  In fact, David says GOD so satisfies us that 
our youth is renewed like the eagles.  The eagle molts, loses its old feathers, gets a new coat, and soars again. 
     Do you pray to GOD for the sole purpose of praising Him?  You have much for which to praise Him, for His love and 
care never cease.  He saves, keeps, and satisfies you.  Never take GOD for granted; always take time to praise Him. 
     We will be celebrating Thanksgiving soon.  As we look at this past year, we will find many things to praise GOD for.  
We can praise GOD for the faithful prayers given for our church by all who attend the worship services.  !  May GOD 
BLESS you throughout this holiday season. 
      

Remember – ALL THE TIME OUR GOD IS GOOD AND OUR GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME 
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The Canteen Run for the homeless is in need of warm win-
ter layers.  There is a box next to the entrance of the church 
for any used or unused blankets, hats, scarfs, gloves, long 
sleeve shirts, larger size coats, socks, etc. Please bring in 
your donations all winter.  



November Birthdays  
11/1  Tracie Paulsrud 
11/4  Nikelle Miller 
11/7  Ryan Oostdyk 
11/11 Amy Penick 
11/17 Erin Dillon Sibley 
11/20 Marian Rodgers 
11/20  Ryan Rodzen 
11/21 Amarii Lyons 
11/22 Mathias Powell 
11/23 Jeff Voeks 
11/26 Terry Howard 
11/27 Gisela Huhn,  
11/28 Erica Johnson 
11/28 Duane Ryherd 

 

November Anniversaries 
11/6  Nik & Alyssa Taylor 
11/13 Dave & Tina Clark 
11/21 John & Nancy Morris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November Baptisms 
Becky Howard,  
Jane Mehlan,  
Bryce Ladage,  
Leisa Weatherford, 
Meghan Armstrong, 
Christopher Morris, 
Allison Arends,  
Jean Clapp,  
Terrence Rohlfing, 
Richard Armstrong, 
Elliott Levan,  
Aaron Armstrong,  
Nikelle Miller,  
Tyler Arends. 

Thanksgiving 

Celebrations 

Supplication (Requesting Something) 

In Our Prayers  

 Prayers for wisdom with Tara Howard’s doctors and healing 
for Tara as she faces a second procedure.  

 Prayers to show love. 

 Prayers for healing for Makena & strength for her family 
after her accident.  

 Prayers for spiritual, emotional and physical help for Donna.  

 Prayers for the employment of the unemployed. 

 Prayers for our family going through a great deal of stress 
and difficulties.  

 Prayers for my daughter to find good, God loving friends and 
support system 

 Prayers for grandma who is not well.  

 Prayers of healing for Joel Pape, brother of Pastor Pape. 

 Prayers for Dorothy Young (Vanessa LeVan’s grandmother) 
as she is transitioned to hospice care.  

 
 
 
 

 Prayers of thanksgiving for pastors filling our vacancies 

 Prayers of praise and thanksgiving for the success of Trunk 
or Treat 

 Prayers of praise for the ones that love their job. 
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Advent Schedule 
We are in need of someone to coordinate Advent dinners this 
year. The dinners will be starting on December 6, 13, and 20. 
_________________________________________________ 

 
Join Us during advent, Wednesdays December 6, 

13, 20 at 5:45 for dinner  
Then at 7:00 p.m.  For the Advent Service 

 



 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

1 
 
6:00 Elder’s Mtg. 
 

2 
 
9:00 Bible Study 
10:15 Prayer Mtg. 
 
 
 

3 
  
 
 
 
 

4 
 

5 

9: 00  Service * 
10:15 Sunday School 
& Bible Study  
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
6:00 Council Mtg. 

8 
 
7:00 LWML Mtg. 

9 
9:00 Bible Study 
10:15 Prayer Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 

12 
9: 00  Service  
10:15 Sunday School 
& Bible Study  
 
MISSION SUNDAY  
 
 
 
 

13 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 

14 

 

15 
6:00 Elder’s Mtg. 
 

16 
9:00 Bible Study 
10:15 Prayer Mtg. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

17 18 
 

19 
9: 00  Service * 
10:15 Sunday School 
& Bible Study  
 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 22 
 
 
 
7:00  
Thanksgiving Eve 
Service 

23 
 
 
 

 

24 
 
Office Closed 

25 

26 
9: 00  Service  
10:15 Sunday School 
& Bible Study  
 
 
 
 

27 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 

28 29 
 

30 
9:00 Bible Study 
10:15 Prayer Mtg. 

  

      Sunday            Monday             Tuesday  Wednesday    Thursday              Friday      Saturday 

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 
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OUR MISSION: 
 
To Joyfully connect people 

to Christ and His family.  

Community In The Know 
Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
 
 

Pastoral Care 
Vacant 

 
Staff 

Danielle LeFaivre - Church Secretary 
office@friendshiplutheran.com 

(Office hours 9:00-1:00) 

 
 
 

Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 
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10th Annual Deck the Halls Holiday Event 
Saturday, November 4th,  9:00 am—2:00 pm  

Christ Lutheran Hight School  
201 W Lincoln St., Buckley  

 
Jump Start your Christmas shopping at CLHS.  Many vendors and crafters 

will be set up to help you with your list! More vendors are being added! CLHS 
also has a lunch stand available.  

 
9:00  a.m.  Non-Traditional  

Service 
 
 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible 
Studies 

 
 

________________________ 
 
 

Holy Communion is offered on the  
1st & 3rd Sundays. 

1st Annual Reindeer Games 
Saturday Dec. 2nd, 2017 
At Buckley Lake House 
Sleight Bell Run—8:30 am  $25 5kRun/Walk 
Reindeer Dash—Begins at 8:00 am $10 10 yard dash for ages 4-7 
Rudolph Flight—8:15 am $10 Around the Lake for ages 8-11 
 
Please see registration form for Run/Walk details!  Prizes for all ages!  
 
Santa’s Ho Ho Pancake/Sausage Breakfast 7:30 am—11:00 am  
Free Will Donation Breakfast!  
 
Food Drive to benefit Hands of Christ Food Pantry.  
Sponsored by Christ Lutheran High School & Buckley Committee Group 

Christ Lutheran High School  
Cordially invites you to our  

Annual Christmas  
Sing-a-long, Concert & Dinner 

Monday, December 11, 2017 
Dinner:5:00pm  to 6:15 pm 

Shepard’s Pie with Baby Carrots & Gold Corn,  
Applesauce, Angel Food Cake, Drinks 

 
Concert: 6:30 pm at CLHS Gymnasium 

201 West Lincoln Street 
Buckley, IL  

Free Will Donation Appreciated  

Trunk or Treat Pics Con’t  


