October 2017

Praying in faith and Love
by D. Richard Stuckwisch

To be sure, there are always things for
which we ought to pray, whether in
When we’re hit with the news of major general or particular. We are sinful
disasters, as in the recent cases of
people living in the midst of sinful peoHurricane Harvey, Hurricane Irma and ple in a fallen and perishing world, so
the wildfires in the West, it is instinctive there will be no lack of trouble. At the
for Christians to respond with prayer,
same time, we have the command and
and rightly so. It is fundamental to the promise of our Lord that we should
Christian faith and life that we are to
pray in the joyful confidence of His
pray “without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17; cross and resurrection (John 16:20–
Luke 18:1), especially in the face of
28). In Him, God’s answer to all our
such overwhelming hurts and hardprayers is “Yes” and “Amen” (2 Cor.
ship, which demonstrate our desperate 1:18–20). So does the Church also
need for the Lord and His mercy. We
respond to disasters by coming togethcall upon His Name because we can- er to call on the Name of the Lord.
not save ourselves.
What good is prayer?
We pray together
Yet there are those who would say,
Not only do Christians pray in quiet
“You’re praying for us? What good is
solitude, and Christian fathers with
that? Why don’t you do something, or
their households and families, but so
at least send tangible assistance?” It is
also does the Church in each place
likely that we have felt the same way
gather together as the Body of Christ
at times, when we’ve been in great
for the Word of God and prayer. The
distress and received nothing but
Apostles and the early Church prioripromises of prayer. So, how should we
tized this practice of prayer, along with respond to such complaints?
“doctrine, fellowship, and the Breaking
of the Bread” (Acts 2:42), both before Let us first of all understand that faithand after the Day of Pentecost had
fulness in prayer is a good work and a
come. And our Lord Himself promises discipline of faith and love. Prayer is
that wherever two or three are gath“doing something,” and it ought to be
ered together in His Name, there He is approached seriously. It requires time
in the midst of them; their prayers are and energy, thoughtfulness and comheard and answered for His Name’s
mitment and persistent patience. It
sake (Matt. 18:19–20).
turns us outside of ourselves in faith
toward God and in consideration for
The Church’s daily prayer offices
our neighbors.
(Matins, Vespers, Compline, Morning
and Evening Prayer) are an opportunity to hear the Word of God; to pray,
confess and sing the Word of God; to Con’t on page 8
call upon the Name of the Lord in
prayer, praise and thanksgiving; and to
live and breathe together as fellow
1
members of one Body in Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 8—Mission Sunday-Anything
Pumpkin!
Oct. 28-Trunk or Treat

Visit the calendar on page 7
and at ww.friendshiplutheran.com .
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BUDGET UPDATE
( 1/1/2017-9/30/2017)
Offerings (Year-to-date)
$ 176,606.92
Expense (Year-to-date)
$ 222,388.18
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)
$

With the Young Crowd
There have been several requests to start the scrip program back up! So here is the opportunity to do
that. Scrip is just another way to pay for everyday purchases using gift cards in place of cash, checks,
and credit cards.
You purchase gift cards from your organization at face value, and there is an instant rebate for your organization. It’s really that simple!
Scrip offers over 300 of the country’s biggest brands, including grocery, department stores, gas stations, restaurants, hotels, home improvement, and more. Just by using scrip to pay for your normal
weekly purchases, we can easily raise funds designated for our youth.

The church cannot keep inventory though, so if you would like the gift cards, they must be ordered. I will
put an order in the second week of every month. However, I can put additional orders in during the
month if it is substantial. Please fill out an order form located by Danielle’s desk, turn it in along with
payment by October 17 and the cards should be here a few days after.
It’s time to put your shopping dollars to work!
Cindy Furtney
Update: In September we had a few orders and FLJC profited
$45 to the Youth Program!

Schedule of Upcoming Visiting Pastors
1-Oct-17
8-Oct-17
15-Oct-17
22-Oct-17
29-Oct-17
5-Nov-17
12-Nov-17
19-Nov-17

Don Ehlers
Don Ehlers
Lynn Podoll
Bob Frank
Don Ehlers
Don Ehlers
VACANT
Lynn Podoll

26-Nov-17
3-Dec-17
10-Dec-17
17-Dec-17
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Bob Frank
Don Ehlers
VACANT
Bob Frank

Church wide Updates
Mission Sunday
will be October 8, 2017
(2nd Sunday). Please
bring to share anything
pumpkin or whatever
you would like to offer.
Come prepared to take
home goodies too! All
of your donations will
be applied to our missionaries, Pascal and Mary.

Family Ministry:

We are having Trunk or Treat on Sunday,
October 28th from 4– 6 pm. We would love to
have LOTS of cars. Please bring your car and
LWML
decorate it and come join in on the fun! Doesn't
Friendship’s Women in Mission met in September. Marian matter how young or old you are. We need vollet the opening and closing devotions. Blanche led us in a unteers to run activities and be judges.
We still need candy donations as well.
short Bible Study. The mites collected the past several
Sign up today on the bulletin board.
months amounted to $256.75 and have been sent to
District. Thanks to all who contributed!

October’s featured mite grant is the Fort Wayne and St.
Louis Seminary Food Banks ($10,000). Your mites will
help seminarians and their family have access to basic
household necessities at a nominal cost.

THE 5OOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
REFORMATION
In celebration of this monumental occasion, the
Please pick up a mite box, save your change and help this Champaign County Circuit will be hosting a special
Reformation-Era Vespers service on Sunday,
great cause.
October 29, 2017 at 4pm at St Johns Lutheran
Church. Guest preacher is Rev. Dr. Ken
Schurb. There will be special music by professional
New Luther Documentary!
musicians and church choirs. Following the service,
you will be able to feast on fine German
Have you already seen it and want to see it again?
fare: bratwurst, sauerkraut, hot dogs for the kids,
Did you miss it on PBS? Want to see it on the big
screen? St. John Lutheran Church is hosting a show- potato salad, greens beans, applesauce, German
ing of Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World chocolate cake, & apple cake! Get your small group
together, invite your friends, and let's celebrate &
at Savoy 16 on Monday, October 30, at 5:30pm
with our sister congregation! A free will
(provided 92 tickets are purchased in advance!). The fellowship
donation will be accepted at the door to benefit The
whole community is invited to this event to learn more Wittenberg Project. Please sign up in the narthex or
about Martin Luther and the Reformation and its imemail the office by Oct 16 St John would like to
pact on the world. A Q & A session will follow. For
know the number of those attending in order to
more info and to purchase tickets, go to http:// luther- prepare enough food.

movie.link/Champaign.

A Man Named Martin part 2 will begin
October 15. Remember this is a 3 DVD series.
The DVD for the small groups will be ordered
Concordia Seminary Choir Invitation
this week & available soon along with more
A select choir of St. Louis Concordia Seminarians delight in copies of the lesson. There are only three
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through music. You sessions in Part 2. Therefore, Part 3 will begin
are invited to attend their performance on Friday, October
on November 5. I hope that everyone is enjoy13, 7 p.m. at St. John's Lutheran Church and School in
ing learning more about Martin Luther & digging
Mattoon Illinois located on 200 Charleston Ave.
deeper into scripture. Questions? Contact Lisa
Hellmer lisahellmer89@gmail.com 586-7663.

3
4

In The Know
How Did Luther become a Lutheran?
by Matthew C. Harrison
Luther’s Reformation insights did not come in one
fell swoop on October 31, 1517. Far from it. He’d
been lecturing on the Bible at the University of
Wittenberg for several years, teaching courses on
Romans and the Psalms. He’d come to a clear
conviction that humility was key to the Christian life — that is, the recognition of one’s sinfulness in the sight of a
holy God. Already in 1516 he could write to a struggling friend, “Christ dwells only in sinners.” But this line of
thought had already existed in medieval theology.
The indulgence controversy pushed him forward and into Scripture. Theses 1 of the 95 Theses states, “When our
Lord and master Jesus Christ says, ‘Repent,’ he wills that the entire life of the Christian be one of repentance.”
Luther had come to see that “repentance” and the Roman Catholic practice of “penance” to pay for the alleged
temporal punishments for sin were not one and the same. The Roman Church had taught that purgatory had to
be suffered for thousands of years to pay off temporal punishments for sins. Indulgences were dreamed up to
shorten the time in purgatory. Indulgences could be had by viewing relics of this or that saint. (The Wittenberg
Castle Church was full of them.) Or they could be obtained by paying cold, hard cash.
This caused Luther to blow his pastoral stack, as it were. Even at this early point, it bothered him to no end to
have people claiming to be Christians and then living like swine without consequence because they had a piece
of paper with a papal seal granting full remission of all sins — past, present and future. These papers would get a
person into heaven “even if he’d violated the very Mother of God,” Tetzel the indulgence pusher preached!
Luther hit the church where it lived. He threatened its finances. The indulgences were being sold to finance a
Prussian royal family’s acquisition of an episcopal seat. Albrecht of Mainz became Cardinal Bishop by paying the
pope a large sum for that seat. To do that, he had to borrow millions from the Fuggers in Augsburg. Albrecht then
hired Johann Tetzel as the fund developer to raise money to pay back the loan. Pope Leo X (whom a famous
Roman Catholic historian once described as having not the slightest pastoral interest in his entire being) was
happy to receive those payments so he could continue construction of St. Peter’s in Rome, including expensive
artists like Michaelangelo, et al.
The authorities came down on this little monk in obscure Wittenberg. Luther was driven further into the Scriptures. In the months after posting his Theses, he was lecturing on the Letter to the Hebrews. He came to see the
nature and significance of Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice on the cross. He lectured also on Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.
Luther scholar Martin Brecht suggests that Luther’s reformatory breakthrough occurred sometime after the nailing of his 95 Theses. By February 1518, Luther was convinced that true Christian righteousness meant that the
Christian despaired of his own righteousness. Then, in a sermon on Philippians 2:5ff. on March 28, 1518 (Palm
Sunday), Luther preached on “two kinds of righteousness.” Here Luther fully describes the Christian’s righteousness as Christ’s righteousness. The Christian’s relationship to Christ is like a marriage. Christ gets my sin, death,
hell, punishment, etc. I get Christ’s birth, life, sinlessness, suffering, death, resurrection and eternal life! Luther
called it the “happy exchange.”
And happy it is, indeed! “He who knew no sin became sin for us, that we may become the righteousness of
God” (2 COR. 5:21). Simple as that. Profound. But muddled in the church for a thousand years before Luther.
And it’s still muddled today.
This doctrine of the justification of the sinner before God for Christ’s sake, by grace, received by faith alone, is
the gift given to Luther for the whole church. And it remains the gift and task of the Lutheran Church today to
teach and preach it far and wide. We shall do so until our last breath, for the salvation of souls. God grant it.
Pastor Harrison
The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison is president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Mission News
This month I will share an email from Kojo Issaka.
Kojo is a missionary with Reaching the Unreached
in Northern Ghana. He wrote to Rodney & Malinda to thank them for their visit in July. Kojo made
the statement, “ Your prayers alone comfort us.”

One other statement Kojo made is, “I am blessed
to be with Reaching the Unreached Community
and I am proud to be a part of it. I believe that
Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy can say the
same.

That is true of our prayers for Pascal & Mary & for
Mission Sunday will be October 8th, the second
Reaching the Unreached. Rodney & Malinda were Sunday of the month. We will feature anything
able to see growth in the churches and that
“Pumpkin” this month. A big thank you to all who
encouraged the men to do more.
bring donations and for all your faithful support.
Panera baked goods will be available.
Kojo took a course in annual husbandry. This
has opened a way for him to minister to the Fulani
men in Burkina Faso. He shares what he has
learned about their animals and tells them about
Jesus also. The Fulani have begun to receive
Jesus.
The month the youth from Kojo’s area will travel
to the Saradugo area of Ghana for a youth camp.
Pray for good relationships and that they will become mission minded. The Goal is to make disciples of all nations.

Elder’s Corner
------WISDOM----The book of Proverbs in the Bible points out the wisdom of God and living a life worthy of God's love.
Solomon followed his father David as the anointed king of Israel. Solomon is known to be the wisest
man to live on earth and contributed much to the book of Proverbs. By reading one chapter a day, you
can read the entire book in one month. Start over again next month and you will read it 12 times in a
year. This is a simple method of learning God's wisdom for his people.
Read Proverbs 3:1-6 to see the benefits of wisdom. "My son, do not forget my teaching but keep my
commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity." (vrs 12). "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him and he will make your paths straight." (vrs. 5-6).
Without a shepherd at this time, let us turn to God's word daily to fill our lives with Wisdom and Love for
one and another.
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In Our Prayers
Supplication (Requesting Something)


Prayers for Duanne and Norma's 11 year old great  Prayers for Beth to go to bed on time.
-grandson had a serious bicycle accident last night  Prayers for all thos in the midst of natural disand has brain bleeding. Please pray for Bryce and
asters and those still dealing with the aftermath
his mother, Amber. Pray that God take away all
of the natural disasters.
anxiety and fear from Amber and all of Bryce's
 Please pray for my sister, Valerie. She has to
loved ones. Ask God that Amber and all involved
have major surgery.
feel His presence and love at this stressful time and
know that He is on control. Ask God to give the
doctors a way to stop the bleeding in Bryce's brain.
Pray that it be His will to restore Bryce to full and
complete health. Please pray in Jesus, holy precious name.





Prayers for David for continued healing.
Prayers for James’ for answers to his pain.
Prayers for my father undergoing surgery
for removal of a tumor.

Prayers for Carol Mathis, she suffered a fall
Thanksgiving
and breaking her elbow several weeks ago.
Please ask God to touch Carol with his healing
 Prayers of Thanksgiving for Friendship Lutherpower.
an Church of Joy has good leaders!
 Prayers for Maya for God to calm her and not
let worry, stress and anxiety overcome her.
 Prayers for my daughter to find a core of loving, Christian friends.
 Please pray for my son Todd as he deals with
the aftermath of the hurricane in Florida.


Celebrations
October Birthdays

October Baptisms

10/1 Jane Mehlan
10/2 Jean Clapp
10/3 Richard Armstrong
10/4 Peter Carlson, Patti Rodzen
10/7 Marty Carlson
10/8 Leisa Weatherford
10/9 Elliott Levan
10/11 Peggy Francisco, Bryce Ladage
10/15 Allison Arends
10/16 Deborah Armstrong, Terrence Rohlfing
10/19 Becky Howard
10/21 Carter Dohman
10/24 Lona Oostdyk
10/27 Grant Carlson,
Jonathon Fisher, Bernice Engelhardt
10/30 Tyler Arends

Cameron Currid, Tami Currid,
Mark Wetzel, Carter Dohman,
Bridget Levan,
Amarii Lyons, Lauren Penick,
Mathias Powell.

October Anniversaries
10/4 Darrell and Marty Carlson
10/10 Roger and Connie Ferguson
10/16 Bob & Leisa Weatherford
10/19 Duanne & Norma Barton
10/26 Dave & Carol Madigan
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

3

4

5

:
9: 00 Service
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study
6:00 Elder Mtg

7:00 Praise Team

9:00 am Bible
Study

8

9

10

11

12

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study
6:00 Council Mtg.

7:00 Praise Team
7:00 LWML

9:00 am Bible
Study

16

17

18

19

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study
6:00 Elder Mtg.

7:00 Praise Team

9:00 am Bible
Study

23

24

25

7:00 Men’s Bible
Study

7:00 Praise Team

9: 00 Service
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study

Friday

Saturday

6

7

13

14

20

21

26

27

28

9:00 am Bible
Study
6:30 Prayer Shawl

7:00 Sibling
Harmony

Mission Sunday

15
9: 00 Service
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study

22
9: 00 Service
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study

29
9: 00 Service
10:15 Sunday School &
Bible Study

Trunk or Treat 5-7
pm

30

31

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle
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* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.

Friendship Lutheran

Con’t from page 1

Church of
Prayer and service

3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Vacant
Staff

Danielle F LeFaivre - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-1:00)

Let us therefore also understand that, as we pray and intercede for
those in need, we are also offering up ourselves to serve those neighbors, as the Lord enables and provides us with the opportunity to do
so. Prayer, self-sacrifice, good works of service and tangible assistance are not mutually exclusive and competing alternatives. They run
together like the offerings and the prayers in the Divine Service.
Christians respond to major disasters, and to the hurts and hardships
of their neighbors, in many ways. They work within their respective
vocations and stations in life. They contribute and serve as they are
able, according to their means and abilities. They confess God’s Word
and faith as opportunity affords. And in every case, “at all times and in
all places,” they pray in accordance with the Word and promises of
God. Faith and love thus work together.
Making time for prayer

Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

So do not neglect to pray as you go about your days and as you gather together with your family at home. Prayer is not a pointless exercise. Where you have not been faithful in prayer, repent, and do better.
And as you pray and intercede, so also work and contribute with the
strength and means your Lord provides.
Likewise set aside the time to be gathered together with your brothers
and sisters in Christ — at the Church’s daily prayer offices, where possible, or by inviting others to share a meal and pray with you and your
family — so that you might be strengthened in your faith, in your prayer and confession and in your sacrifice and service by the fellowship of
the Body of Christ. Even if you feel you are strong and have no need
of help, be gathered together with your congregation anyway, so that
you might strengthen and support your pastor and fellow parishioners
in taking up the Sword of the Spirit in the bond of Peace (Ephesians
4:1–7; 5:15–21; 6:16–20).

9:00 a.m. Non-Traditional
Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible
Studies

In this way, let us pray together as our Lord has taught us, and not
lose heart (Luke 18:1).
The Rev. D. Richard Stuckwisch is pastor of Emmaus Lutheran
Church in South Bend, Indiana.

________________________
Holy Communion is offered on the
1st & 3rd Sundays at the 9:00 service.

OUR MISSION:

To Joyfully connect people to
Christ and His family.
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