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September 2017 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Sep. 4ðOffice closed-Labor Day 
 
Sep. 10ðRally Day! 
 
Sep. 18 ðElizabeth Circle 
 
Sep. 28ð-Prayer Shawl 

Visit the calendar on page 7and at 
www.friendshiplutheran.com . 

The heavens declare the glo-

ry of God: a scientist³s view 

of the solar eclipse 

By Paul Edmon 
One of the most spectacular astronomi-
cal events observable with the naked 
eye is a solar eclipse.  
The startling appearance of the sun as it 
is slowly blocked out by the moon é  
The midday twilight that causes the 
birds to stop singing and the stars to 
shine through the darkened sky é  
The splendor of the corona as the sun is 
fully hidden from view é  
The bursting forth of a thousand dawns 
through the lunar mountains é  
 
All of this natural beauty is part of the 
elegant celestial dance which the Lord 
orchestrates, showing forth His power 
and inspiring humanity with the timeless 
beauty of nature. 
The beauty of the eclipse is just the be-
ginning, for as King David says, ñThe 
heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the sky above proclaims His handi-
workò (Psalm 19:1). Solar eclipses con-
fess the existence and work of God as 
one of many examples of fine tuning. 
The moon, though 400 times smaller 
than the sun, is situated in an orbit 
around the Earth that makes its angular 
size (its apparent size on the sky) the 
same as the sun. If the moon were fur-
ther out, as happens when it is at apo-
gee, we would only have annular eclip-
ses. If the moon were closer it would 
block out the corona of the sun. During 
the totality of a solar eclipse, however, 
the moon is nearly perfectly situated 
such that we can see the normally invis-
ible corona that serves as the founda-
tion of the solar wind. 
Thus eclipses allow us to discover 
things we would not normally have been 
able to. After all, eclipses helped the 
ancient Babylonians learn about celes-

tial mechanics and discover the Saros 
cycle. The Saros cycle in turn allowed 
the Greeks to build handheld devices 
like the Antikythera mechanism which 
could predict the next eclipse. In the 
19th century great expeditions were 
undertaken to observe eclipses in order 
to learn more about the sunôs corona. 
Perhaps most stunning was the confir-
mation of Einsteinôs Theory of General 
Relativity when Sir Arthur Eddington 
used one of these eclipse expeditions to 
observe the bending of starlight by the 
sunôs gravity. That the Lord made the 
earth, the moon, and the sun to syzygy 
periodically and has given them roughly 
the same size on the sky enables great 
discoveries like these. 
The great bodies of the heavens are 
also ñfor signs and for seasons, and for 
days and yearsò (Genesis 1:14b). Eclip-
ses have a unique place in this as we 
can use them to precisely date ancient 
events. For instance, we know that the 
Battle of Halys occurred on May 28, 585 
BC, because a total solar eclipse oc-
curred during the battle and caused the 
fighting to stop. From the precise date 
of this battle we can date other events 
in the ancient world. 
The Holy Spirit also uses eclipses in 
prophecy. The prophet Joel says, ñThe 
sun shall be turned to darkness, and the 
moon to blood, before the great and 
awesome day of the Lord comesò (Joel 
2:31). St. Peter cites this prophecy of 
Joel as being fulfilled on the day of Pen-
tecost. Fifty-two days prior to Pentecost 
ñthe sunôs light failedò (Luke 23:45a) for 
three hours while Christ suffered on the 
cross. This was no natural eclipse, 
since, due to the Passover, we know 
that the moon was full. Rather, this is a 
miraculous sign that attended the cruci-
fixion of the Lord of Light and fulfilled 
the prophecy of Joel. 
 
Contôd on page 4 
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 Churchwide Updates 

BUDGET UPDATE       ( 1/1/2017-8/31/2017)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)    $  192,115.60 
Expense (Year-to-date)     $  192,450.48 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)    $    22,131.70 

Rally Dayï  
 

September 10, 2017! 
 

Sunday school  
sign-up forms are 
available in the  

Narthex. All children 
are invited! 

Join us on THURSDAY MORNINGS  
at 9:00 am.   

Everyone is welcome! 

Elizabeth Circle will meet for a salad luncheon and Bible 
study on September 19 beginning 
at 11:20 am in the lower level.  
 
 

Please come join us! 

In honor of the 500th anniversary of the reformation, 
A Man Named Martin by CPH is the small group bible 
study for fall beginning Sept 10!  Some of you may 
remember it from Sunday morning adult Sunday 
school. Everyone really liked it but we didn't finish it & 
I know that I missed a few sessions too. We will begin 
again with session 1. This is a DVD series with each 
episode running about 10-15 min. There are handouts 
that will be printed in the office or your leader can 
print at home from the DVD. There is no book but do-
nations will be accepted to help offset the cost of the 
dvds & extra printing/paper.  You can participate in a 
weekly small group or in Sunday morning adult Sun-
day school at 10am, immediately following church, 
during Sunday School hour. . Please sign up in the 
narthex.   
If you have any questions, contact Lisa Hellmer 586-
7663 lisahellmer89@gmail.com.  

Also mark your calendars for a German style potluck on 
Sunday October 29 for the reformation anniversary. If 
you have any questions, contact Lisa Hellmer 586-7663 
lisahellmer89@gmail.com.  

mailto:lisahellmer89@gmail.com
mailto:lisahellmer89@gmail.com
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Churchwide Updates 

The call committee has completed the congregational self study that is required by  the Central Illinois District on 
August 9.  We used the results of the surveys that the congregation completed this Summer in filling out this docu-
ment.  The self study  was sent in to CID along with the names of potential pastoral candidates that we submitted 
by members of the congregation. 
The district officials will now use the information that we submitted  and obtain Personal Information Forms (PIF)  
from pastors that may consider a call to Friendship.  This process takes some time, so please continue to pray for 
our congregation during this time while we are waiting  for information from the CID office.  

Schedule of Upcoming Visiting Pastors  

Here is a list of all the visiting pastors that we have scheduled.   

3-Sep-17              Lynn Podoll 
10-Sep-17            Bob Frank 
17-Sep-17            Don Ehlers 
24-Sep-17            Lynn Podoll 
1-Oct-17              Don Ehlers 
8-Oct-17              VACANT 
15-Oct-17            Lynn Podoll 
22-Oct-17            Bob Frank 

29-Oct-17            VACANT 
5-Nov-17             Don Ehlers 
12-Nov-17           VACANT 
19-Nov-17           Lynn Podoll 
26-Nov-17           Bob Frank 
3-Dec-17             Don Ehlers 
10-Dec-17           VACANT 
17-Dec-17           Bob Frank 

 
Mark your Calendars é. 

Trunk or Treat is coming October 28th!   
 

We will be accepting  candy and prize donations, so 
keep a look out for good sales. 

 
We will have a costume and trunk contest.    

 
If you would like to help Patti Rodzen with the plan-
ning, let her know.  Patti Rodzen 217-766-4061 

Friendshipôs LWML meets this moth on September 13 at 7:00 pm in the Churchôs lower 
level.  Please bring your mites.  All ladies are invited.   
  
A week later on September 20, we have an  opportunity to attend the Zone Rally at St. 
Paulôs in rural Mattoon.  Registration and coffee start at 9:00 am; Opening Session begins 
at 9:30 am.  The cost is $15.00 and reservations are due by September 8.  Please tell 
Mae if you plan to attend, along with the  $15.00.  Also, please bring your Bible to the Ral-
ly.  Te Ingathering will go to the Mattoon Food Pantry; please bring canned, boxed, pack-
aged food or cash donation.   
Please put these dates on the calendar!  
Thank you!  
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Churchwide Updates 

There have been several requests to start the scrip program back up! So here is the opportunity to do 
that.  
Scrip is just another way to pay for everyday purchases using gift cards in place of cash, checks, and 
credit cards. 
You purchase gift cards from your organization at face value, and there is an instant rebate for your or-
ganization. Itôs really that simple! 
Scrip offers over 300 of the countryôs biggest brands, including grocery, department stores, gas sta-
tions, restaurants, hotels, home improvement, and more. Just by using scrip to pay for your normal 
weekly purchases, we can easily raise funds designated for our youth.   
The church cannot keep inventory though, so if you would like the gift cards, they must be ordered. I will 
put an order in the second week of every month. However, I can put additional orders in during the 
month if it is substantial. Please fill out an order form located by Danielleôs desk, turn it in along with 
payment by September 11 and the cards should be here a few days after. 
Itôs time to put your shopping dollars to work! 
Cindy Furtney 

Conôt from 1st Page  

Jesus also prophecies regarding the end times: 
 
And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of 
the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the 
world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near (Luke 21:25-28). 
Hopefully you watched the Great American Eclipse on August 21, AD 2017, and wondered in awe at the majes-
ty of this celestial event. Ponder the great workmanship the Lord has set in the heavens. Reflect on the suffer-
ings and death of Jesus on the cross for your sins.  
Then rejoice that in Christ we no longer have to fear as the pagans did that the eclipse would signal the end of 
the world. We know that the loss of the sun is temporary and only a shadow of the great and last day. Then the 
sun will be extinguished forever and the true Son will come in all His glory to take His elect to a new heavens 
and earth, where His Light will never fail. 

A Few Things from Richard Armstrongð 
1) Friendship will have only one service at 9:00 until such a time that we have a new pastor and he is able to pro-
vide both traditional and contemporary services.  
2) Sunday school will commence on Sunday September 10, 2017 following the Service. Adult bible class will be 
held at the same time as Sunday school instead of at the 8:00 hour. 
3) All are encouraged to sign up for our church wide bible study starting September 10th as we celebrate the 
500th anniversary of Luther's start of Lutheranism! Sign up is on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
4) For any emergencies before and or after office hours you can call or text Richard Armstrong on his cell at 217-
954-8437 and he will direct the call accordingly. 
5) Please provide your most recent name and contact information ( address, phone you are most likely to answer 
and e-mail address) to the office @ office@friendshiplutheran.com so that you can get the latest updates on all 
that is going on at Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy. 
6) Thanks be to God for providing our lender at Hickory Point Bank to grant us a contract for our mortgage for the 
next 3 years!  Many thanks to Mindy Piper and the rest of the team that contributed all the information needed for 
this process! 
To God be the Glory Amen!       Richard Armstrong   

mailto:office@friendshiplutheran.com
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Elderôs Corner 
---Read  the book of Mark---              Who is JESUS CHRIST? 
Read the first 8 chapters of St. Marks gospel.  Jesus heals many but instructs each one not to 
tell anyone about Him. (see Mark 3:12 evil spirits, 5:43 dead girl, 7:36 deaf and mute, and          
8:30 His disciples).  The people were looking for a champion to reject the Romans and be 
their king.  Is that the Jesus we want, one that will protect from war, disaster, harm, poverty, 
and will grant us all our wants and desires?  God is good and 1Corinthians 10:13 states that 
ñNo temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not 
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, He will also pro-
vide a way out so that you can stand up under it.   
In Mark 8:31-32, Jesus tells His disciples that He will suffer and be killed.  After three days, He 
will rise again.  That was Jesusô mission here on earth, to be our salvation.  The four gospels 
record Jesusô death and resurrection just as He predicted.  Jesus has now returned to heaven 
after giving salvation to all who believe and have an everyday relationship with Jesus.   
How do we have this relationship with Jesus?  First we must know God (Father, Son, and Ho-
ly Spirit), then trust and follow His word, the Bible.  The Bible is true and inspired by God Him-
self.  To learn His word, we must read and/or hear the bible read.  We do have the opportunity 
of two bible studies held at our church every week, one on Tuesday morning and another on 
Thursday morning.  The ladies of the church, Elizabeth Circle, also meet on Monday, every 
other week.  Several other small groups of neighbors and friends also meet regularly.  Bible 
Study Fellowship also has an in-depth study of the bible as a community group. 
As I go through the day, doing the work God has given me to do, yes, work is a gift from God, 

I can see God helping me.  With my eyes on the Lord throughout the day, we can refrain from 

the evil enticements of this world and show Godôs LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KIND-

NESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS and SELF CONTROL (Galatians 

5:22). 

Reaching the Unreached 
Pascal and Mary, Ivory Coast 

A big thank you goes out to Terry Rohlfing, Terry 
Ortel and Elmer and Gayle Zuehls for picking sweet 
corn for last monthôs mission Sunday.  Also we 
thank all who donated to the ministry of Pascal & 
Mary in the Ivory Coast, over $500 was raised.   

We also have received a thank you from Rodney & 
Malinda Henrich from Reaching the Unreached.  
They had a wonderful trip to Ghana in July.  With 
the exception of Pascal, they were able to see each 
of the missionaries in their own homes.  Pascal 
came to Ghana to visit with them.  Everyone was 
greatly encouraged, and Rodney & Malinda, as well 
as the men, gained greater understanding of their 

ministry.  

Our missionaries send us Godôs blessing and thank 
us for our years of faithful support and prayers.  

Rodney and Malindaôs comment was, ñ So few care 
about those people who are in the bush.ò  Thank 
you so much for being a congregation who does 

care. 

Mission Sunday will be September 3rd.  We will fea-
ture Panera, you may also bring your favorite baked 
goods to share.  Thank you for your donations.  

   

 
 
 

Word on Our Missionaries 


