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August,  2017 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Aug 6—Mission Sunday  
 
August 11—Family Night Drive In Movie 
(p.3) 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the calendar at 
www.friendshiplutheran.com  

Getting Over A Pastor   
by David Petersen 
One of the great privileges of serving 
as a parish pastor in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., is this: Every spring I can attend 
the call service at Concordia Theolog-
ical Seminary. This is a big worship 
service in the seminary chapel. The 
Synod president and vice-presidents 
are all vested and sitting up front in 
the chancel, along with all the district 
presidents and the seminary’s faculty. 
The chapel is full of the students and 
their families. The organist pulls all 
the stops, and there are never any 
empty seats. It feels a lot like a grad-
uation ceremony mixed in with East-
er. 
After the sermon, the graduating stu-
dents line up. One by one their 
names are called, and then another 
name is read. They walk across the 
chancel, shake the president’s hand, 
and are handed an envelope, not a 
diploma. That envelope has the sec-
ond name on it along with the stu-
dent’s name. That second name is 
where the student and his family will 
be living and what sort of work they 
will be doing. It is usually something 
rather mundane sounding, like “Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Lowden, Iowa.” The 
service draws to a close quickly after 
that, and the students are ushered 
out to various campus classrooms to 
meet, usually for the first time, their 
district presidents. 
The service is nostalgic for me, as it 
is for every pastor in attendance, be-
cause I once had my name called in 
that place along with another name I 
had never heard before that night. 
That other name I can now never for-
get. It will forever define me as a per-
son and as a pastor. Even though I 
don’t live and serve there anymore, it 

is still where I became who I am. It 
wasn’t always an easy place for me, 
but it will always be a beloved place. 
    I do not know if there are any par-
allels to this in the secular world, 
whether this is a common sort of 
thing or not, but what happens at the 
call service has a theological reality 
that far transcends mere employ-
ment. This won’t be, for these men or 
for their families, simply a first job or 
the first move in a career. Their 
names are being tied to another 
name in something that is closer to 
marriage than employment. The pas-
tor will give himself to that place more 
fully than a hired hand is capable of. I 
am not sure that it is commonly rec-
ognized by the laity, or even always 
wanted, but the simple fact is that the 
pastor will suffer for that place and 
those people. His heart will bleed for 
them. He will pour out his soul and 
even give up his life for them. 
    He will do this because he isn’t a 
social worker trying to make their 
lives better or a psychologist trying to 
help them cope in difficult situations. 
As outrageous as it sounds, as grand 
and sweeping, the pastor will try to 
save their souls and the souls of their 
children. It is God that does the sav-
ing, of course, but the pastor will, 
nonetheless, even when he shouldn’t, 
feel the burden of it, and it will leave a 
mark. 
That is why I think congregations can 
get over pastors. Pastors are, and 
should be, replaceable. But pastors 
don’t get over the places, the people, 
they serve. In a pastor’s mind, those 
two names, his and theirs, will always 
go together. 
The Rev. David Petersen is senior 
pastor of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Fort Wayne, Ind 

 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
Budgets                                        2 
Call Committee 
Visiting Pastor Schedule 
     
Churchwide Updates                    3 
Mission Sunday 
Thank you 
 
Elder’s Corner                              4 
Family Events 
 
Word on our Missionaries           5 
 
In Our Prayers                              6 
Celebrations                                
 
Calendar            7 
 
Mission Statement           8 
Church Information 
 



BUDGET UPDATE       (1/1/2017-7/31/2017)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)   $  173,959.26 
Expense (Year-to-date)    $  178,862.54 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)   $    22,131.70  

Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy is blessed to have so many members that are involved and includ-
ed in the ongoing’s of our church. Thank you to everyone who has been willing to step up and have 
their name placed on the list for call committee. It is with much prayerful consideration and delibera-

tion that the council is able to bring to you this list of call committee members: 
Richard Armstrong * 

Ryan Drake* 
Ron Arends 

Eric Rodzen * 
Marian Rodgers  

Nancy Morris 
Tracie Paulsrud  
Ellie Paulsrud  
Duane Ryherd  
Scott Johnson 

 
* denotes members fulfilling Constitution requirements” 

 
We pray for God’s wisdom and discernment for all members on this committee. 

Please consider any areas that we as members can step up and assist in any of the ongoing minis-
tries and or start new ministries that will grow our church in our Heavenly Father. 

To God be the Glory, Amen 

Schedule of Upcoming Visiting Pastors  

6-Aug-17             Don Ehlers 
13-Aug-17           Tyler Arends 
20-Aug-17           Kurtis Bueltmann 
27-Aug-17           VACANT 
3-Sep-17              Lynn Podoll 
10-Sep-17            Bob Frank 
17-Sep-17            Don Ehlers 
24-Sep-17            Lynn Podoll 
1-Oct-17              Don Ehlers 
8-Oct-17              VACANT 

15-Oct-17            Lynn Podoll 
22-Oct-17            Bob Frank 
29-Oct-17            VACANT 
5-Nov-17             Don Ehlers 
12-Nov-17           VACANT 
19-Nov-17           Lynn Podoll 
26-Nov-17           Bob Frank 
3-Dec-17             Don Ehlers 
10-Dec-17           VACANT 
17-Dec-17           Bob Frank 

Here is a list of all the visiting pastors that we have scheduled.   



Churchwide Updates 

We will be offering our wonderful sweet corn once again 
August 6th. We are so thankful for this special treat! Any-
one else who has garden produce they would like to 
share, is welcome to bring it as available. All is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you so much for your participation in 
this ministry outreach. 

Mission Sunday—Aug 6th  

A BIG thank you to all who have contributed to 
the patio furniture fund.  A donation jar will re-

main in the narthex if you still wish to give.  
 

Music Ministry “NOTES” 
 
On Aug 20th, after the 
morning worship service, 
(about 10:45), we will be 
having a potluck for all  
the musicians and their 
families.  If you are inter-
ested in helping with mu-
sic in any way, you are 
encouraged to come for 
lunch and time of fellow-
ship.  There will also be a 
time of sharing musical 
ideas.  If you cannot 
make it on that day and 
are interested in helping 
with music in some way,  
please let Marian or Alli-
son know.   
Thank you and we hope 
to see many there!  

Save the Date  
Your Champaign Zone LWML and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Mattoon, IL invite you to  attend the CHAMPAIGN ZONE FALL 

RALLY on Wednesday, September 20, 2017.   
 

Mark your calendar now for a rally day of devotion, inspiration and 
fellowship with other Lutheran women. 
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Join us August 11 at the Gibson City Drive In 
Theatre for  a Family Movie Night! All are wel-
come, so please invite your friends and family.    
 
Connect with Patti Rodzen if you have questions 
217-766-4061.  
 
You can sign up in the Narthex—that way we 
can see if we have enough for a group discount.  

Elder’s Corner 

 Family Events 

---Read Psalm 21: 1-7--- 
What do KINGS Need? 

Strength – Salvation – Satisfaction – Stability 
King David wrote most of the psalms.  They are written to reflect his thoughts for the day as he 

talks with God.  Psalm 21 was written after David had been anointed by Samuel to be the next King.  It 
tells us what it means to be a king not just for a day but for a lifetime. 

We are also kings because we are God’s children.  Jesus Christ has made us kings and priests 
because He loves us and washed away our sins in His blood.  Today, God wants us to reign in life.  Da-
vid writes “The King shall have joy in Your strength, O LORD” (v. 1).  David is rejoicing in the strength  
that God gave him---strength to walk, strength to battle, strength build, and strength to carry the burdens 
of life.  Are you rejoicing today as God’s king because He gives you strength?? 

David continues, “How great is His salvation and joy in the victories you give (v.1).  David is rejoic-
ing in God’s salvation.  We need to do the same.  One day Jesus told His disciples, “Don’t rejoice be-
cause the demons are subject to you.  Rejoice because your names are written down in heaven” (see 
Luke 10:20).   

David also rejoices in satisfaction.  “You have given him his heart’s desire and have not withheld 
the request of his lips.  You meet him with the blessings of goodness” (vv. 2-3).  If we look back, we will 
find goodness and mercy following us (Psalm 23:6), and if we look ahead, God is meeting us with His 
goodness (v. 3).  Don’t be afraid of today, and don’t be afraid of the future, God will meet you with His 
goodness. 

“For the king trusts in the LORD and through the mercy of the Most High he shall not be moved 
(v. 7).  Here, David rejoices in stability.  I like these blessings we can rejoice in – Strength,  Salvation,  
Satisfaction, and Stability.  All of this is for God’s glory.  “His glory is great in Your salvation (v. 5).   

Are you enjoying the blessings of kingship?  If not, claim His blessings and start living a life of vic-

tory.  GOD wants us to reign in life and has provided several blessings that enable us to       live as 

KINGS.  

 
 

Mark your Calendars …. 
Trunk or Treat is coming October 28th!   

 
We will be accepting  candy donations, so keep a 

look out for good sales.   
 

If you would like to help Patti Rodzen with the plan-
ning, let her know.  Patti Rodzen 217-766-4061 



Word on Our Missionaries 

Reaching the Unreached 
Pascal & Mary, Ivory Coast 
 
I just have a few comments on last month’s report from 
Pascal. As you noticed it was his financial report for Janu-
ary through April. My first observation is how wonderful it 
is to see the people taking ownership of their church. 
They are moving toward independence. My second ob-
servation is that one American dollar is worth 50 francs of 
their money. (I think the f stands for francs.) It did show 
that their expenses were more than their income, but they 
are giving and their church is growing! 
 
We have the privilege of supporting and praying for this 
church as they are laboring to reach the Ivory Coast for 
Jesus Christ. Thank you so much for your support. Indeed 
as Pascal has said, Jesus is working in the Ivory Coast, 
and His name is to be greatly praised. 
 
In July, Rodney and Melinda Hendricks, the founders of 
“Reaching the Unreached,” were able to once again visit 
Ghana. They met with Pascal to encourage him and dis-
cuss his vision for the churches he is overseeing in the 
Ivory Coast. They also promised to faithfully pass on our 
love for and appreciation of the work of God in the Ivory 
Coast. 
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Supplication (Requesting Something) 

Thanksgiving 

In Our Prayers  

Celebrations 

 Prayers for Mrs. Erickson to have successful knee 
surgery.   

 Prayers for peace and comfort for Betty, a 90yr old 
struggling living in a nursing home and is so ready 
to go home to  our Lord.  

 Please pray for Ted as he enters cancer treat-
ments, strength for him and his family 
and wisdom for his doctors.  

 Prayers that I am movitivated to get to 
church on time.  

 Prayers for Rachel and Rachel who are 
in great need of comfort from the Lord.  

 Prayers for Jon and a successful busi-
ness liquidation auction .  

 Please keep Jason Main and his family from Gib-
son City in your prayers.  He lost his son over the 
weekend.  

 Prayers for Fred & Janie German as their wife and 
mother, Beverly German has gone onto her heav-
enly Father after years of battling cancer.   

 Please keep a dear friend in your pray-
ers as her son is battling heroin addiction.  

  

 
August Birthdays  
8/6   Kaliyah Stamper 
8/8   Christopher Miller 
8/10 Lora Carlson 
8/14 Ben Mehlan 
8/27 Amy Carlson 
8/28 Bridget Levan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

August Baptisms 
Dave Clark, Sarah Clapp, Christopher Mehlan,  
Kirsten Miller, Alyssa Ortel, Elmer Zuehls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August Anniversaries 
8/21 Mark & Terri Wetzel 
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 Prayers for all the members of FLCJ who have  
initiated leadership in the different roles.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=anniversary&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-MpXhx_lHn6v1M&tbnid=OZ6cxSCpi44PfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2F99galleries.com%2Fcategory%2FAnniversary%2F&ei=xvWsUe3hMe2hyAGq4YGgCA&bvm=bv.47244034,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNF


  
 
 
 

1 

7:00 am  Men’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 
 
 

2 
5:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 

3 
9:00 Bible Class 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 

8:00 Bible Time 
9:00 Service 
 
 
MISSION SUNDAY 

7 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
 
 

8 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 Council Mtg. 
 

9 
5:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 

10 
9:00 Bible Class 

11 
 
 
TBD  
Drive in Movie Night 
Gibson City  

12 
 

13 

8:00 Bible Time 
9:00 Service 
 
 
 

14 

 
 

15 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 
 

16 
5:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 

17 
 
9:00 Bible Class 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
8:00 Bible Time 
9:00 Service 
 
10:45 Music Ministry 
Potluck  

21 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 

22 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 

23 
5:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 

24 
9:00 Bible Class 

25 26 
 

27 
8:00 Bible Time 
9:00 Service 

28 29 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
. 

30 
5:30 pm Prayer 
Mtg. 
7:00 Praise Team 

31 
9:00 Bible Class 
6:30 Prayer Shawl 

  

Sunday     Monday    Tuesday Wednesday     Thursday          Friday          Saturday 

7 * Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 



OUR MISSION: 
 

To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.  

 

 

 

Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
Pastoral Care 

Vacant 
 
 
 

Staff 
Danielle LaFaivre - Church Secretary 

office@friendshiplutheran.com 
(Office hours 9:00-1:00) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

 
8:00 a.m. Sunday School & 

Bible Studies 
 

9:00 a.m. Summer Service 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 

Holy Communion is offered 
every other week. 


