June, 2017

Pastor Brian Writes—
Don't Let the Enemy Steal Your Joy
Don't let the enemy steal your joy today. He'll try you
know. You may not even realize it until it's too late.
From the moment your feet hit the floor, he'll do all that he can to
distract you, to overwhelm you, to frustrate you, and to stir up
worry and strife. Often his ways are subtle, other times they're
more clear. It’s what he does best. Stealing. Killing. Destroying.
Just say "no." Don't let him win. We have a choice of who we
listen to and what we believe. Recognize who is at the root of it
all, and push past his lies, step over his traps.
God gives us the power through His Holy Spirit to live free from
the entanglement of sin. He gives us the power to live strong. He
gives wisdom and discernment to make the right choices. He
gives joy deep inside. He offers the assurance, that no matter
what we face, He is with us.
His truth says this, 8 loving reminders:
 "The joy of the Lord is my strength." Neh.8:10
 "Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world." 1
John 4:4
 "No weapon that is formed against you will prosper..."
Is.54:17
 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” John
10:10
 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound
in hope.” Rom.15:13
 “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various
kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness.” James 1:2
 “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be
glad in it.” Ps.118:24
 “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” Is.
55:12
May His grace, peace, and joy cover your day. He is with you…
"Dear God,
At the start of each day, help us to recognize you above all else.
Enlighten the eyes of our heart that we might see you, and notice
how you're at work through our lives. Give us wisdom to make
the best choices, fill us with a desire to seek after you more than
anything else in this world.
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Let your Spirit and power breathe in us,
through us, again, fresh and new. Thank you
that you are greater than anything we may face
in our day. Thank you that your presence goes
with us, and that your joy is never dependent
on our circumstances, but it is our true and
lasting strength, no matter what we're up
against. We ask that your peace lead us, that it
would guard our hearts and minds in you. We
ask for your grace to cover our lives this day.
We love you Lord...we need you.
In Jesus' Name,

UPCOMING EVENTS



June 11—Congregational Meeting
June 18—Mission Sunday (p.5)
Visit the calendar at
www.friendshiplutheran.com
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High School Youth News
Youth Group
Eleven people are going to ASP this June. They
will be leaving on Sunday the 11th and returning the
17th.
They are grateful to God for the opportunity to
show the love of Jesus as they use their God-given
talents to “Serve the Lord while serving others.”
We are especially thankful for David Miller, Monica
Pape and Pastor for leading this adventure.
We will keep them all in our prayers.
ASP NEED-----IT WOULD BE GREAT TO HAVE
DONATIONS OF FRESH FRUIT BY THE TIME OF Family Ministry
OUR DEPARTURE. SATURDAY THE 10TH –
SUNDAY THE 11TH. (EARLY)
We are in need of people to engage in this worth-while ministry. What may work well is to have different people or groups
Please note: Pastor will be out of the office, as he volunteer to run one event per month. The great thing about
is going on the Youth Trip.
this is that as long as it supports the vision, mission and purpose of FLCJ – almost anything goes!!

Thursday Morning Bible Study What We Believe
June 8th at 9:00 am!
Hope to see you there!

Tuesday Morning, 7:00 am
Men’s Bible Study will continue
through the Summer.
Please join us!

Looking for help
Help Wanted-

BUDGET UPDATE
Offerings
Expense
Principal Pay-down

(1/1/2017-5/31/2017)
$.126,679.83
$.126,826.76
$ 18,514.70

Family Ministry Leader
Youth Ministry Leader
Praise Team Ministry Leader
VBS Volunteers Needed

CHURCHWIDE UPDATES
Mission Sunday

LWML
Friendship’s LWML will meet on Wednesday, June
14, in the church’s lower level. All ladies of the
church are invited.

In June, Mission Sunday will
be Sunday, June 18. We
will feature sweet breads,
coffee cakes, etc. I hope
many of you will donate and
be sure to pick something to
take home and enjoy. Free
will offerings will be taken. All proceeds support our
missionaries, Pascal & Mary.

“Grow and Build Together in Love” was the theme
of the 72nd Convention of the Central Illinois District Lutheran Woman’s Missionary League held
April 29th at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont,
Illinois. There were great speakers and good Interest Sessions. The first two Mission Grants selected for 2017-2018 are “Student Aid for Church
Workers $30,000” and “Food Banks-Fort Wayne
and St. Louis Seminaries”.
Please pick up a nice new Mite Box and become a
part of this wonderful mission!

Praise Team :
We need musical artists, please come to worship
practice on Wednesday evenings and share your
talents with us!

There will be a Congregational
Meeting on
Sunday June 11 following the 9:00
Service.

Sundays 9:00 am beginning on June 4

We will have bible study at 8:00 am and the 9:00 am service will alternate
with traditional and contemporary.
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CHURCHWIDE UPDATES (Con’t)
Hear ye, hear ye.
Please be apprised that the Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy council met Tuesday, May
23 to discuss the future of Friendship upon hearing the news of Pastor accepting the call to
Peace Lutheran in Flagstaff, Arizona.
Here are some points we have established;
1) I have called the Central Illinois District to let them know that Pastor Pape and his family
have accepted his new call.
2) I have left message with them that we will need assistance in the form of an interim Pastor and or pulpit supply
once pastor joins his new church family.
3) A survey will go out so that we can have a better feeling for who Friendship is. This will be used by a newly
formed call committee to guide them in calling a new pastor.
4) Do you know of anyone who you think would be a good candidate for our call committee or would like to be
considered to be on the call committee. Please turn their or your name into Danielle at the office.
5) Likewise if anyone knows of a Pastor that would be a good fit as an interim or permeant pastor, please give the
name or names to Danielle at the office.
6) Pastor's last preaching Sunday is July 9, 2017.
7) There will be a Congregational meeting will be held immediately following the single 9:00am service on June 11, 2017.
Good communication is key to the continued life of Friendship
Lutheran Church Of Joy! Please ask if you have questions. That is
the only way we can discuss things as they arise!
To God be the Glory!
Richard Armstrong

Praise and Thanks report for Bringing JOY into our Community:
On May 7th, there were so many expressions of thanks and praise by seven different agencies
that received the service, work and materials from the willing hands, feet and bodies of faithful
Friendship members. Just like the commercial about moments shared, NO financial number
can be placed on how so many of you served Your Lord by serving others—PRICELESS.
Many lives will be forever impacted by your acts of Love.
Thanks Monica for setting it up. Thanks to all the small groups and THANKS and PRAISE to
our Lord God & King

Elder’s Corner
---Read Psalm 1--Have you ever read the preface to the Hymnal used in our church? The preface to
God’s hymnal (the book of Psalms) is Psalm 1. It begins with a word we often use –blessed.
God wants to bless His people. He wants them to be recipients and channels of blessing. God
blesses us to make us a blessing to others, but He has given us certain conditions for receiving
blessings.
First, we must be separated from the world (v.1). The world is anything that separates
us from God or causes us to disobey Him. Separation is not isolation but contact without contamination. Sin is usually a gradual process. Notice the gradual decline of the sinner in verse
1. He is walking (Mark 14:54), standing (John 18:18), and then sitting (Luke 22:55). Becoming worldly is progressive; it happens by degrees. We make friends with the world; we become
spotted by the world; we love the world, become conformed to the world, and end up condemned with the world. Lot is an example of someone who became worldly. He looked toward Sodom, pitched his tent toward Sodom, lived there, lost everything, and ended in sin.
(Genesis ch. 13 to 19)
Second, we must be saturated with the Word (v. 2). Whatever delights us directs us.
We saturate ourselves with the Word by meditating on it. Meditation is to the spirit what digestion is to the body. When we meditate on the Word, we allow the Spirit of God within us to
“digest” the Word of God for us. So not only do we delight in the Word, it becomes a source of
spiritual nourishment for us.
The blessed person is like a tree (v.3). A tree has roots. The most important part of
your life is your “root system.” Don’t be like the ungodly who are like chaff (v.4). Chaff doesn’t
have root. It is blown away by every wind that comes along. Your root system is important
because it determines your nourishment. It also determines your stability and your strength
when the storm comes and the wind starts to blow.
People can’t see your root system, but God can. Praying and meditating on the Word of
God will cause your roots to go down deep into His Love. Enjoy the blessings God has for you
and allow Him to make you a blessing to others.

Word On Our Missionaries
Reaching the Unreached Ministry
www.reachingtheunreached.org
Missionaries: Pascal and Mary/Cote D’Ivoire
A huge THANK YOU goes out to all who contributed to
the wonderful success of our community garage sale to
benefit Pascal and Mary. All the proceeds will be sent
to “Reaching the Unreached”, earmarked for “Pascal
and Mary”. A grand total of $4,500 was raised which
will enable them to buy land, accomplish the paperwork,
hook up to the electricity, and it will go a long way in
constructing the building. All praise goes to God for this
amazing outcome. Thank you for your sacrificial sharing, hard work and time. God has surely blest our efforts to be a blessing in the Ivory Coast. We pray God’s
Kingdom will grow and flourish there because of this gift.

In Our Prayers
Supplication (Requesting Something)








Prayers for Jake for quick and positive response
from insurance and doctors and surgeons.
Prayers of comfort for the friend & family of Jacob
Hamilton who was killed in a car wreck Wednesday
afternoon.
Prayers for the gift of employment for those who
seek it.
Prayers for continued care for Dagan, and Tiffany.
Prayers for Amy & Beth who have been fighting.
Prayers for our church, Friendship Lutheran Church
of Joy for spiritual & numerical growth.
Pray for Pastor and Monica as they prepare to transition to their new call.

Thanksgiving


Prayers of praise that Wesley, 15mo old son, of Pam
& Bryan (Chandler), for a successful,
heart procedure and is home doing
well!



Pray that the transition, the self-evaluation process and the call process will continue to grow
and strengthen our church.



Pray for the church as we continue to refinance
and be good stewards of God’s resources



Pray for a very successful Vacation Bible School.

Celebrations
June Birthdays
6/3 Allen Hagen
6/5 Taylor Waller. Garrett Oostdyk
6/6 Aaron Armstrong
6/10 Trina Wetzel, Mae Ryherd
6/11 Isaac Armstrong
6/12 Eric Rodzen
6/14 David Madigan
6/17 Scott Currid,
6/21 Fay Drews
6/27 Elmer Zuehls
6/29 Sarajane Annin

June Baptisms
Sara Carlson,
Gayle Zuehls, Justine Hellmer, Nancy Morris,
Taylor Waller, Duane Ryherd, Elizabeth Annin, Kailyn
Dennemann, Ally Miller, Caitlin Drake, Erin Dillon, June
Bauman, Aaron Penick, Isaac Armstrong, Nicholas
Hellmer, Mae Ryherd, Noah Taylor,
Luke Armstrong, Jenna Clark, Clara Chandler, Kristin
Weatherford, Hannah Taylor
June Anniversaries
6/4 Kevin & Kelly Dennemann
6/11 Brent & Christina Ladage
6/16 Sharon and Terrence Rohlfing
6/17 David and Nikelle Miller
6/17 Mark and Mindy Piper
6/19 Terry & Becky Howard
6/19 Ed and Blanche Stoller
6/20 Ron and Allison Arends
6/29 Roger and Peggy Francisco
6/29 Duane & Mae Ryherd
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8:00 Bible Time
9:00 Summer Service
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7:00am Men’s
Bible Study
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7:00 Praise Team
TBA

9:00 am Bible Study
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LWML Meeting
Lower Level

9:00 am Bible Study

23

24

6:00 Elder Mtg.

11
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8:00 Bible Time
9:00 Summer Service
Immediately following
service,
Congregational
MEETING

13
7:00am Men’s
Bible Study
6:00 Council Mtg.

Pastor & Youth on ASP Mission

18

19

8:00 Bible Time
9:00 Summer Service
Mission Sunday

20
7:00am Men’s
Bible Study
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22

7:00 Praise Team
TBA

9:00 am Bible Study

28

29

6:00 Elder Mtg.

25

26

27

8:00 Bible Time
9:00 Summer Service

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.

9:00 am Bible Study
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30

Friendship Lutheran
Church of
3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Pastor Brian Pape

pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com

Staff

Danielle LeFaivre - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-3:00)

Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

Monday-Friday July 31-Aug 4!
from 9:00-11:30am every day.
Registration forms are ready and located on the
church secretary’s desk!

Spread the word to all your friends, neighbors and
relatives!
9:00 a.m. Summer Service
8:00 a.m. Sunday School &
Bible Studies

_______________________

Holy Communion is offered
every other week beginning
on June 4.

OUR MISSION:
To Joyfully connect people to Christ and His family.

