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May,  2017 

Pastor Brian Writes— 

“I love you and de-
sire the very best for 
you.”  
 
As the days continue, these are the 
words that you will be hearing more 
and more.  Creating a church culture 
which Encourages, Empowers and 
Energizes each other as we strive  to 
(fight for) or further God’s kingdom 
on Earth. 
 
Friendship Lutheran church of JOY 
is a church which has been blessed 
with many wonderful and caring peo-
ple.  God continues to guide and 
“gift” His church with people who 
understand that church is more than 
a place to show up from one Sunday 
to another and simply attend an hour 
a week.  In fact, God calls each of us  
to use these gifts to His glory and for 
the growing of His kingdom.  This 
growing of His kingdom is what we 
strive to do here at Friendship Lu-
theran church of JOY.  This is done 
is so many ways.  And it takes ALL 
OF US to work in His Kingdom to get 
things done.  We shouldn’t keep on 
depending on “someone else” to do 
what we ourselves should be doing. 
When a parent asks their child to do 
a task or take on responsibility, it is 
not because they can’t do it them-
selves.  It is because the parent 
loves them and desires the very best 
for them.  If they learn to do certain 
things, they will be all the better and 
healthier for it.  
 
I’m sure the Apostle Paul had this in 
mind when he wrote the church in 
Corinth. (“I love you and I desire the 
very best for you.  Here you go! Now 
BE THE BODY God intended you to 
be!”) 
In 1 Corinthians 12  we are told that 

within the church there are a variety 
of gifts. 

4 
Now there are varieties of 

gifts, but the same Spirit; 
5 
and there 

are varieties of service, but the same 
Lord; 

6 
and there are varieties of ac-

tivities, but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in everyone. 
 
One Body with Many Mem-
bers   

12 
For just as the body is one 

and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 
13 

For in one Spirit we were all bap-
tized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves

 
or free—and all were 

made to drink of one Spirit.  
 

In a healthy church family there 
are several levels of involvement 
and leadership. 
TIER – 1  THIS IS THE LEVEL 
THAT IS USUALLY FILLED BY 
THE PASTOR OR UNDER 
SHEPHERD OF A CONGREGA-
TION.   
TIER – 2 THIS IS COMPRISED 
OF PEOPLE WHO ARE FULLY 
VESTED IN AN AREA OF MIN-
ISTRY OR MISSION.  THEY 
HAVE INVESTED TIME, TAL-
ENT, AND ENERGY IN A GIVEN 
RESPONSIBILITY.  THEY ARE 
THE ONES WHO NOT ONLY 
THINK ABOUT BUT TAKE AC-
TION ON HOW TO IMPROVE, 
CARRY OUT, AND FULFILL 
THE MISSION SO THAT GOD 
WILL BE GLORIFIED.  ANOTH-
ER WAY OF PUTTING IT IS 
THAT THEY HAVE “TAKEN 
OWNERSHIP” IN IT. THEY ARE 
USUALLY THE ONES WHO 
SAY, “I GOT MORE OUT OF IT 
THAN I PUT INTO IT.” 

TIER -3 THIS IS A LEVEL THAT 
IS FILLED BY MEMBERS THAT 

ARE INVOLVED IN BEING 
PART OF THE MISSION AND 

MINISTRY OF THE 
CHURCH.  THIS IS TYPICALLY 
THE LARGEST GROUP WITHIN 
A HEALTHY CHURCH. THERE 

IS ALSO A LEVEL OF 
“OWNERSHIP” HERE, BUT IT IS 
LESS THAN TIER 2.  THEY ARE 
THE SMALL GROUP LEADERS, 
BIBLE STUDY LEADERS, MEM-

BERS OF SMALL GROUPS, 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, 
AS WELL AS DIFFERENT OR-
GANIZATIONS WITHIN OR AS-
SOCIATED WITH THE CHURCH 

JUST TO NAME A FEW.  
 

Everyone should fall into one of 
these areas.  Currently FLCJ is in 
need of more Tier 2 leaders.  The 
areas of Youth, Family Ministry, 
Missions, Men’s Ministry, Wom-
en’s Ministry, Stephen’s Ministry 

and several more.   
 

PLEASE JOIN ME IN SAYING. “I 
LOVE FLCJ AND WANT THE 

VERY BEST FOR HER.”  
 

YOURS IN CHRIST, 
PASTOR BRIAN PAPE 
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 With the Young Crowd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The youth are collecting snacks, chips and fruit for 
their ASP trip. If you would like to donate, please 
drop them in the box in the narthex.  

Pastor Brian and Monica would like to invite you to the 
graduation open house celebration of Matthew at their 
house at 403 Mabry Court on May 14

th
 from 3:30 – 7:00 

PM.  We realize it is Mother’s Day, but we would love to 
have you join us.  Matthew has been such a blessing to 
Friendship and the praise team.  He plans on attending 
Concordia University Chicago and has received a drum 
scholarship. 
 
Pastor and Monica 

May-7th Spread the Joy Day – the Youth will be going 
to Cunningham Children’s Home with Kelly Denne-
man.  Wear your Thrivent shirt to church and wear 
jeans.  (or bring a pair). And bring a lunch to church. We 
will eat after second service and then go. 
 
May- 14 No Youth Group – Mother’s Day – do some-
thing with your mom 
 
May-21 Fun event after church.  Possibly Kickapoo 
Park or Trampoline place.  Bring your lunch to church 
and a change of clothes. 
 
May-28   7-9 :00 pm - Normal Youth Group 

Family Activities 
 
Connecting to Christ and each other is what makes FLCJ tick. 
Fun-filled activities go a long way in making this happen. 
If you have this passion and would like to plan an activity please contact the office and let us 
know.  
We are only limited by our imagination!! Call 355-0454 if you are interested in this!  

To all of our Seniors who 
are graduating this year.   
We wish you all of the 

love and luck in ALL your 
future endeavors!!!! 
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CHURCHWIDE UPDATES 

Mission Sunday  

In May, Mission Sunday weill be held on the 3rd 
Sunday, the 21st because of Mother’s Day.  We 
will feature coffee cakes and sweet breads.  
Thank you so much for your faithful support and 
prayers for the ministry in the Ivory Coast.    
 
Free-will donations to go to Missions will be ac-
cepted. 

MAY 7
TH

 SPREAD THE JOY DAY --   IT’S 
HERE – IT’S TIME.  How exciting to go out into 
the community and help those ministries serving our 
community.  Wear your Thrivent shirt to church if you 
have one. If you don’t, we have lots of extras a  nd will 

pass them out that 
day.  Bring your lunch to 
church. We will eat and 
then separate to our desig-
nated places of ministry. 
Thank you for YOUR 
HEART TO SERVE. I look 
forward to this day to 
spread God’s love.   
IF you haven’t signed up, it 

is still not too late to do so.  We are hoping EVERYONE 
will be participating in this event.   

Here are the options that are still open:  

Courage Connection: helps battered women and the 
homeless 

Salt & Light:  provides opportunities to equip those 
less fortunate 

Society for Hooved Animals (our group is doing 
Empty Tomb instead):  horse rescue for beaten 
and abandoned horses 

 
Their needs are as follows: 
Courage Connection:  fence needs painted, deck 
stain, stump, tree & branch removal 
Salt & Light:  Clean, scrub and paint floors 
Society for Hooved Animals:  repair fences & clean 
stalls 

TRASNFORMED 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Romans 
12:2 
 
I hope that you are enjoying the Transformed bible 
study and finding it very helpful.  I can relate to and get 
something out of each session!  Everyone should be 
about halfway through the study.  We only have Finan-
cial Health May 7, and Vocational Health May 14.  To 
commemorate the completion of the study, we will 
have a special coffee time celebration on May 21 be-
tween services in the basement featuring egg casse-
roles, juice, coffee/tea, muffins, fruit, etc.  We will cele-
brate what God has revealed to us through His Word 
and this study.  There will still be Sunday school for all 
ages with a little later start time.  If you would like to 
help with the special coffee time, please contact Lisa 
Hellmer 586-7663 lisahellmer89@gmail.com 

mailto:lisahellmer89@gmail.com


In the know 
 
 

If we desire to understand Luther’s concern and the 
concern of the old Evangelical [Lutheran] Church to 
maintain the Sacrament of the Altar and keep it pure, 
then we must realize a fact which the majority of people 
in our church generally no longer understand: the fact, 
namely, that there would be no church at all without the 
Holy Supper. Where the church is, there the supper is 
also celebrated; where the Supper is celebrated, there 
is the church. When it is no longer celebrated, there the 
church dies. Our fathers knew this when in the great 
confessions of the Reformation they placed the Lord’s 
Supper together with Holy Baptism immediately along-
side the Gospel as an essential mark of the church 
which could not be surrendered. 
 
Many people, also many Evangelical [Lutheran] Chris-
tians, no longer understand this at all today. But it must  
indeed give [one] much cause to consider that the expe-
riences of the history of the church simply prove the  
Reformers correct. Can we conceive of the church at 
the time of the apostles without breaking of the bread of 
the early congregation of Jerusalem, without the Lord’s 
Supper of the Pauline congregations? Anyone who is 
familiar with the NT must answer no! A Sunday without 
the supper, a Lord’s Day without the Lord’s Supper is  
inconceivable in the church of the NT. For the celebra-
tion of the Supper was the heartbeat of this church. In  
ancient times it was held behind closed doors, and this 
was not merely for fear of prosecution. For all the rest of 
the Divine Service was public, accessible even to Jews 
and Pagans, and this is the basic principle of the church 
even down to today. The preaching of the Gospel, ac-
cording to the will of Jesus himself, should be public. 
“What I say to you in the dark, speak in the light; and 
what is whispered in your ear, preach from the roof 
tops!” [Matt 10:27]. “Go forth into the world and preach 
the Gospel to all creatures!” [Mark 16:15].  

The church has always  allowed people to come to its 
Divine Service on the basis of these basic principles, 
upon which is based the right to the free, public procla-
mation of the Gospel, acknowledged by all peoples of 
Christianity. Even the civilized pagan states do not con-
test this. 
 
But the Supper was never for all those present, rather 
for the baptized and later confirmed. Only one who be-
lieves in Christ can understand the Supper. For every-
one else it is necessarily inconceivable, senseless, and 
offensive. “Take, eat; this is my body…Take and drink 
all of it; this cup is the new testament in my blood” [Matt 
26:26-28]. What should the world say to such words? 
“He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up on the last day” [John 6:54]. 
“This is a hard saying. Who can hear it?” [John 6:60]. If 
many of the  disciples spoke thus and left him forever, 
what shall the world say to these words? Are not the 
most foolish rumors which circulated in the ancient 
world understandable? According to these rumors the 
Christians in their secret Divine Services practiced  
cannibalism. In a similar way Frederick the Great, one 
of the least Christian great men of our people, ridiculed 
the Supper because there a man “should eat his God!” 
The church of all ages, misunderstood by the world, has 
always celebrated its Supper as it were “behind closed 
doors.” But it knew that every celebration of the Supper 
what is written in the Revelation of St. John again  
became true: “Behold! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 
dwell with him and sup with him and he with me” [Rev 
3:20] 
 
Hermann Sasse, The Lonely Way  
(St. Louis: Concordia, 2001), 1:480-481. 

The Sacrament and The Church 

Praise Team:  We need a drummer 

and more… 

The praise team is going to be losing their drummer 
because Matthew is going to be leaving for college.  If 
you have this talent and would like to step up, please 
contact Monica Pape.  We would love anyone else to 
join as well, whether you want to sing or play an in-
strument.  Praise team practices throughout the 
school year on Wednesday nights at 7:00 pm.  In the 
summer, we might be switching to 6:00 pm on 
Wednesdays.    



Mission News  

Elder’s Corner 
Beginning last September, I have been studying the 
Book of John of the New Testament.  John was the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved and he writes so you will also 
know Jesus, the man, is God. 
 John starts “In the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was with God and the Word was God.    He 
was with God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)  The 
“Word” is Jesus.  Yes, Jesus was in the beginning.  God 
is Triune.  That means 3 in 1, not 3 gods but ONE Tri-
une God.  We believe this because this is what God’s 
Word (the Bible) teaches. In Genesis 1:26, “God said 
‘Let US make man in our image.’”  It is interesting that, 
God refers to Himself as US which includes the Father, 
Son (Jesus), and Holy Spirit (also known as Holy 
Ghost).  As John continues to write he skips Jesus’ birth 
because it is written about in the gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke.  Instead, he includes the narrative 
about Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist and Jesus’ Bap-
tism in the Jordan River.  God told John the Baptist “The 
man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain 
is He who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  “I have seen 
and I testify that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:33-34) 
 The book of John then goes on to tell about Je-
sus’ disciples and His ministry of three years.  We must 
remember that Jesus’ father is God the Father and alt-
hough he was fully man as Adam, he was also God 
without sin.  Jesus never sinned although He was tempt-
ed. (Luke 4:1-13)  Everything Jesus did was to fulfill the 
scriptures that had been written about the Messiah.  He 
always submitted His will to that of the Father even go-
ing to the cross so our salvation could be accomplished 

to the glory of God. 
 Later we read that Jesus drove out evil spirits, 
healed many of leprosy and other ailments, fed the 
5,000, walked on water, and then fed the 4,000 across 
the lake (Luke 4:33-35).  Jesus visited Jerusalem and 
taught in the temple and was called the Good Shepherd 
who cares for His flock.  We see His love and compas-
sion for all mankind.  Jesus did everything with His Fa-
ther.  He came to fulfill His heavenly Fathers will.  As he 
did, He also prayed to His Father before and after each 
miracle and for His everyday decisions.  I think that is a 
good lesson and practice for each one of us every day. 
 After Jesus resurrection on Easter Morning, He 
was with His disciples for 40 days.  During that time, 
Jesus gave His disciples His Spirit and told them to go 
tell the world about the gift of forgiveness of their sins. 
(John 20:19-23)  Then, after Jesus ascension back to 
His Father in Heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit to all fol-
lowers and believers in Jesus. (Acts 1:9)  Now we re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and are sent to tell the world about 
the truth of Jesus Christ, Son of God. 
 God sent His Son Jesus to restore the relation-
ship that was broken by sin at creation.  By having Je-
sus, - having faith we are transformed into the image of 
Christ. Now we live our lives with the constant desire to 
live as Christ.  As a church are studying the book 
“TRANSFORMED”.  “Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. (Romans 12:2)  With this study, we want to trans-
form our lives to follow Jesus in all aspects of our lives.  

                                                         Elmer Zuehls 

This is a report received from Pascal on March 30th, 2017.   
 “We are seeing God do marvelous things among us through healings and deliverance of souls.  There are 
55 members who regularly attend our church.  I thank God for your prayer support.  I know that without your pray-
ers it would be very hard to do what we are doing today.  In January we needed chairs for our church, so we asked 
for everyone's help.  By God’s grace we had enough contributions to buy 20 chairs.  Adding those to the 10 chairs 
we already had, we now have 30.  With the help of some benches we are managing.  In the month of February we 
took 21 days for prayer each evening and then showed a Christian film to reach others for Christ.”  (often they use 
the Jesus film).  “We thank God  for the good things he is doing.  God is in action.  Please help us reach the Ivory 
Coast for Jesus.  We wish you a blessed Easter.”    
from Pascal, Mary &Winning  (their son) , agbenohevi in the Ivory Coast 
   Reaching the Unreached Christian Community Church 
   Abengourou, Corte D Ivoire (Ivory Coast)  
 
For our service project, our “Community small group is sponsoring a garage sale May 4, 5&6 at the home of Elmer 
& Gayle Zuehls, 916 N. Walmut Ln. in Mahomet.  This will be during the Mahomet area garage sale weekend.  All 
proceeds will go to help Pascal & Mary purchase land to actually build a church there.  They are  eager to have 
their own building.  Our sale has been advertised as a mission project.  If anyone would like to contribute or help in 
any way please contact Elmer as Gayle at 217-586-3814  
 THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH.  
 
 
    



 Prayers for Jake—to have relief from his headaches 
and to find a doctor who can provide a plan of care  

 Prayers for Beth, that is able to get out of bed easily.  

 Prayers for Hazel and her family, 
as they deal with the passing of 
her brother, Clark.    

 

In Our Prayers  

Celebrations 

Supplication (Requesting Something) 

May Birthdays  
 
5/1   June Bauman 
5/2    Lisa Hellmer 
5/3   Alex Burgener 
5/4   Nicholas Hellmer 
5/5   Tiffany Kloeppel,  
         Hannah Taylor 
5/6   Aaron Armstrong,  
         Sara Carlson 
5/8   Gayle Zuehls 
5/10 Ally Miller 
5/11 Aaron Penick 
5/12 Jacob Clark 
5/13 Cameron Currid 
5/16 Madison Kloeppel 
5/18 Justine Hellmer 
5/21 Caitlin Drake 
5/25 Luke Armstrong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Anniversaries 
 
5/18  Richard & Suzan Armstrong 
5/18 John & Faye Drews 

 
 
May Baptisms 
John Drews, Hazel Hutchison, Brett Penick, Paul  
Peterson, Sharon Rohlfing, Mindy Piper, Tiffany 
Kloeppel, Alex Burgener, Leslie Miller, Molly Kloeppel, 
John Morris, Annabelle Pearman, and Andrew John-
son. 
 
 
 

Notes of Thanks 
HAVE YOU NOTICED? 

 
The new garbage enclosure?    

THANK YOU Youth for building it for the church, it  
dignifies the space.  

Please Pray 
Many of you may be aware that Pastor re-
ceived a call from a church in Flagstaff, AZ to 
be their pastor.  He was able to go and vis-

it.  He is in the process of de-
ciding what to do.  He is asking 
that we all pray for the Lord to 
give Him a discerning heart so 
that he is able to do what is 
best.  Please pray for guid-
ance, wisdom, and discern-
ment. 



30 
 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Non-Traditional 
 
 
6:00 Youth Group 
 

1 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
  

2 
 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 
 
 
 

3 
 
7:00 Praise Team 
 

4 
 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

5 

 
 
 
 

6 

 

7 
 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 

SPREAD THE 
JOY Day! 

8 
 
  
 

 9 
 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
6:00 Council Mtg. 
 
 

10 
 
7:00 Praise Team 

11 
 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 

12 
 
  

13 
 

14 

8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
 
 
 

15 
 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 

17 
 
7:00 Praise Team 
 
 

18 
 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

19 20 
 

21 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
Mission Sunday  
 
Youth Group Event 
after church 

22 
 

23 
 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

 

24 
 
7:00 Praise Team 

25 
 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

26 27 
 

28 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
MISSION SUNDAY 
(p.3) 
 
6:00 Youth Group 

29 
 
Office Closed 

30 
 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

31      

Sunday     Monday    Tuesday Wednesday     Thursday          Friday          Saturday 

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 

7 

Office Summer 
hours begin 
9am-1pm 



8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School & 
Bible Studies 

 
10:30 a.m.  Non-Traditional 

Service 
 

________________________ 
 

JAM for children 3-third grade at 
10:30 Service. 

 
Holy Communion is offered on the 

1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00   
service and on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays at the 10:30 service . It is 
offered at both services if there is a  

5th Sunday in a given month. 

OUR MISSION: 
 

To Joyfully connect people to 

Christ and His family.  

Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
 
 

Pastoral Care 
Pastor Brian Pape 

pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com 
 

 
 

Staff 
Danielle LeFaivre - Church Secretary 

office@friendshiplutheran.com 
(Office hours 9:00-3:00) 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

 BUDGET UPDATE                            (1/1-4/29/2016)   
 Offerings                                    $77,873.62 
 Expenses                                   $97,994.59 
 Principal Pay-down (YTD)                               $  1,027.00 


