April, 2017

Pastor Brian Writes—
Don’t Just Remember Memories But Strive to Make Them!
It is so ironic, really, how little time,
money, or effort we expend to mark
the single most significant event in
history—the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. How many of us decorate the
house for Easter, shop for months, or
cook for weeks leading up to the day?
Oh, we may buy the traditional new
Easter outfit. We may gather with
family to eat the spiral-sliced ham and
potato salad after sunrise service at
church. Perhaps we’ll attend the
Easter Breakfast at Church. Some
even wear ashes on their foreheads
at the beginning of Lent or attend a
Maundy Thursday service as the day
approaches. But do we truly stop to
ponder, pray, and prepare our hearts
to celebrate the day that changed
history forever? Or are we so busy
taking a deep breath after Christmas
that we miss out on the chance to
trace the path from the cradle to the
cross?
Don’t just remember memories but
strive to make them!
Occasionally, during family gatherings the question will be asked about
some of the favorite memories that
we have had as a family. What I discovered was interesting. It seems
that most of the precious memories
were not about the extravagant trips
(although they were mentioned) but
rather the times that revolved around
deep meaning and family. Time that
was given between Father and son/
daughter, mother and son/daughter
which shared an adventure of sorts.
The appreciation for that extra effort

or sacrifice so that a need was met or
a dream fulfilled. These memories are
so wonderful because they are mutually appreciated. The son who
worked with his father to replace the
starter of his first car. The mother
who took her daughter on a trip to
visit grandpa and grandma in Florida.
In these situations both the parents
and the children were blessed. Extra
effort was given and memories were
made. And nobody can take these
memories away.
Easter season is celebrated worldwide. Hearing the wonderful news
that Jesus Christ rose from the dead
for you is music to everybody’s ears.
But this is much more than a
memory. And the fact that it can be
celebrated each and every day is a
blessing. As many of you who are
reading this article know, it is because to those who believe in Jesus
(and from what they have been saved
from) that makes the message OH
SO SWEET!
That’s why it’s important to take the
journey to the cross during the weeks
leading up to Easter Sunday. Hearing
the story of the “old rugged cross”
and the path Jesus took to get there
is enough to bend the knee and flood
the eyes with tears of any listener.
Here are some ways you can build
memories and perhaps even start a
new tradition. It’s never too late to do
either.
Read an Easter Book during
the Lenten Period (watch a particular movie)
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Reading the section of the
Bible leading up to Easter. (You might even try
to light seven candles.
One for each word from
the cross.)
Have Family Lenten Devotions
Make Easter Story Cookies
on Easter Eve
God bless you all this Easter!
He IS risen!
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BUDGET UPDATE

Offerings
Expenses
Principal Pay-down (YTD)

1/1-3/31/2017)

$62,098.80
$67,864.10
$1,317.00

Experience Resurrection Power Every Day
Here's how you can experience resurrection power every day:
Use the power now, not just in heaven. Your hope
of the resurrection isn't just for the future when you
physically die and go to heaven; it's also for now, while
you're living on earth and struggling with sin. Make use
of that God-given power to help you overcome sin right
now, and every day you're alive. Regularly confess your
sins, repent of them, and embrace the forgiveness and
grace God offers you to keep growing.
Trade religion for relationship. Instead of pursuing
hope through performing religious rituals, or doing good
deeds, realize that those things are valuable yet can't
produce hope. Place your hope in a dynamic relationship with Jesus. As you live for Him, relying on His resurrection power at work in your life, you'll experience
the fulfillment of all God's good purposes for you.
Set eternal priorities. Ask God to help you see your
life from His perspective. Look beyond the world's values (which are only temporary) to what has eternal value. Base your decisions -- for all aspects of your life -on what matters most in eternity. Make the most of your
time here on earth, keeping in mind that it will soon be
over and you'll be accountable to God for how you used
your time here.
Die to self. Remember that death must always precede resurrection. Be willing to sacrifice whatever selfish desires and agendas you have that conflict with
God's purposes for your life. Decide to crucify your selfish attitudes and behaviors, so God will raise you to
new life by transforming your attitudes and behaviors
into healthy ones that will help you grow to be more like
Jesus. Understand that, physically, you're born and live
until you die, progressing toward physical death. But
spiritually, you're dead until you're made alive through a
relationship with Jesus, progressing toward eternal life.
Expect the impossible. Just as the resurrection
itself was impossible for anyone but God, the power
behind the resurrection will take you into situations that
are impossible for you to deal successfully with on your
own. Expect God to challenge your faith when you ask
for His resurrection power in your life, but know that if
you trust Him, you'll experience greater adventures than
you can imagine.
Experience resurrection peace. You don't have to
live with guilt and shame because of the resurrection's
power to forgive your sins. Ask God to flood your soul
with the peace of knowing that you're in a right relationship with Him. Recognize that if you're deliberately sinning against God, you can't be in a right relationship

with Him, so deal with your sin so it doesn't block the
peace God wants you to experience. If you want to experience the peace Jesus offers, you must come to Him
on His terms, being willing to live the way He leads you
to live -- the way that's best for you. Every day, repent
of your sins, so you can enjoy true peace.
Experience resurrection joy. The freedom from sin
and hope in Jesus that the resurrection produced brings
great joy into your life. If you allow your constantly
changing circumstances to control your life, you can
easily lose your happiness. But if you allow the Holy
Spirit to lead you, you'll experience joy, which will remain constant despite your circumstances. Unlike happiness, joy is more than an emotion -- it's the ability to
see beyond your circumstances to the God who has
ultimate control over them, and always acts according
to what's best for you.
Use your resurrection authority. Make full use the
authority you have as a Christian to lead other people to
eternal life. Share the Gospel message with other people as often as you can. By doing so, you'll be helping
to release God's resurrection power into their lives. Stay
closely connected to God so your life as a Christian will
reflect the kind of character and obedience it should. Do
your best to live faithfully to represent Jesus well. As
other people see God at work in your life, they'll be attracted to Him. Every day, continue to pursue God passionately, and your passion for Him will spark the interest of others around you who can pursue Him themselves.
Experience resurrection confidence. Since God is
on your side, you can be absolutely confident in His
love and you don't need to be afraid of what the future
holds. Whenever you encounter trouble in this fallen
world, trust God to lead you through it and accomplish a
good purpose in the process. Don't place your trust in
anything lesser than God -- like your family, your health,
your job, your talents, or your money. Give your allegiance wholeheartedly to God, and you'll experience
confidence that can't be shaken by changing circumstances.
Experience resurrection hope. Your salvation
means that you don't need to fear death. Expect God to
fulfill all the promises He makes in the Bible, and trust
those promises in your own life. Don't let life's petty annoyances weigh you down; realize that they're irrelevant compared to your eternal reward in heaven. Live
with heaven in mind -- pursuing eternal values -- and
rejoice in the hope you can experience every day.
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Principal Paydown
WHAT IS THIS “PRINCIPAL PAYDOWN” THAT IS IN THE BULLETIN EACH WEEK?

Upon completing the new building addition 2 years ago, Friendship entered into a new 20 year mortgage
with a 5 year balloon payment on our building. Each month we pay a mortgage payment of approximately
$6300.00. Much of this amount goes to pay the interest accrued each month.
“Principal paydown” is an ADDITIONAL GIFT given to the church that is applied directly to the mortgage
principal. This is above of our monthly mortgage payment.

WHY SHOULD WE MAKE ADDITIONAL PRINCIPAL PAYMENTS?
2 Corinthians 9:7-11 begins “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
All “principal paydown” gifts are directly applied to the principal balance of our mortgage. By making
these additional payments, we DECREASE our total interest paid to the bank over the life of the loan and DECREASE the total length of the loan, meaning we will pay off the mortgage in less than 20 years.

THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW!

As our deadline approaches this Summer, we can refinance our loan. By lowering our outstanding principal balance prior to refinancing, we will lower our monthly mortgage payment going forward. This can make a dramatic
difference in our yearly budget. Lowering our balance will also help us when negotiating with lenders.

HOW CAN I HELP?

As members of Friendship Lutheran Church of Joy, we are all responsible for paying off this debt that we
incurred on our building. We can practice good stewardship by spending less on interest payments. This will
free up more funds for missions and ministry.
We would ask every family at Friendship to consider making a $2017 in 2017 gift. This gift would be
applied directly to the mortgage principal. Our children and youth can also participate. Young children could
save $2.17 to give and teens could possibly give $201.70.
Please prayerfully consider how you can participate. Any gift of any size will make a difference in retiring our debt. This gift should be considered above and beyond the normal tithe.
Proverbs 16:3 “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plan will succeed.”

TRANSFORMATION

On Sunday May 7, the focus of our message from the Transformation study is “FINANCIAL HEALTH”.
Our rally day will be May 14 for everyone to bring their gifts for $2017 in 2017.This gives us an opportunity to
hear the message and prayerfully consider our gift.

QUESTIONS?

Any questions can be directed to Pastor Brian or Ron Arends, Please mark your checks or envelopes
“Principal Paydown” so that your gift may be applied properly.
TRANSFORMATION is underway and its not too late to
join a group! Remember this is not a continuation of
Community, so if you haven't been in a small group, you
can still join/host one! The books are available in the
office.
Here is a list of host homes thus far:
Sunday noon after church, Pastor & Monica
Pape 714-6259 brianmonica@mchsi.com
Sunday 6:30 Mahomet, Lisa Hellmer 586-7663
lisahellmer89@gmail.com
Tues 7 p.m. Champaign, Sarajane Annin 352-1171
Wed. 11:30 church, bring your lunch,
Kelly Dennemann 621-8038 denn83k@gmail.com
Thurs. 6:30 Mahomet, Elmer & Gayle Zuehls
586-3814 eezuehls@frontier.com
Please prayerfully consider joining or hosting a group
and being Transformed spiritually, physically, mentally,
emotionally, relationally, financially, and vocationally . .. .
"Be transformed by the renewing of your mind" Romans
12:2.
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Hellmer
586-7663 lisahellmer89@gmail.com

CHURCHWIDE UPDATES
ARE YOU INTERESTED???
Would you like to know more about the beliefs of the Bible and your church? There has been an expression of interest to start such a group to read, learn and discuss these beliefs.
The Bible is the written Word of God. It is a collection of writings by God’s chosen prophets and apostles over a
period of more than a thousand years, which testify to God’s saving work from creation until Christ’s future return
and renewal of creation.
The Bible’s entire message is focused on Jesus Christ and His saving work. He is the heart and center of Scripture and the key to its true meaning. We trust the Bible because it has led us to trust in Jesus as our Savior and
Lord. The prophets who wrote the Old Testament and apostles who wrote the New Testament were inspired by
the Holy Spirit (God Himself) and their writings are trustworthy and truthful in every way; as our Lord Himself assures us.
For centuries Christians have used a collection of important texts as a basic summery for teaching the Christian
faith and life. The text/book, often referred to as a catechism, includes the Ten Commandments, Creed, Lord’s
Prayer, and often certain biblical passages on Baptism, Confession, and the Lord’s Supper.
Perhaps you remember the time when you (as a young student) went through the confirmation class. Need a
refresher?
Maybe you are new to the Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) doctrine without ever having gone through a
catechism class.
Do you have questions that you don’t ask because you think as an adult you should already know the answer?
You might have children or grandchildren who are approaching the age to take the class and this is an opportunity to learn so that you will be better prepared to walk along with your son/daughter as they learn
about the amazing truths found in God’s Holy Word.
Our time together will not be rushed. The atmosphere or style will be relaxed and conducive to engaging
conversation.
ARE YOU INTERESTED? If so, please let me know. The starting date, days, and times will be determined depending on the schedules of those who reply, with the goal of meeting the needs of the majority.

Elder’s Corner
Jesus loves you and me so much that He gave up His life on the cross so we can
be with Him in heaven. Yes, Jesus gave His life in LOVE for you and me. We now can joyfully respond by
giving LOVE to others and reap JOY from the Lord.
During the season of Lent we reflect on the passion of Christ.
When the authorities with Judas came to arrest Jesus, Jesus said "I am He and they
drew back and fell to the ground." (John 18:6) Jesus was in charge. No one would be taking his life from
Him. He was willingly giving his life up as he obeyed His Father’s will. Then, Peter drew his sword and cut
off the ear of the high priest's servant. Jesus then rebuked Peter saying "put your sword away, shall I not
drink the cup the Father has given me?" (John 18:10-11) Jesus gave Himself for us.
Yes, the cross is the reason Jesus was sent to earth. Jesus, who knew no sin, took all our sins upon
Himself, to the cross so we can be with God the Father. When Jesus “became sin, who knew no sin” God,
in His holiness, forsook His Son on the cross. God the Father has no sin and can not look upon or be with
sin or any sinner. Now we can go to the Father because we are washed clean with Jesus' blood shed on
the cross. After His resurrection and His ascension back to the Father in heaven, Jesus is now our intercessor with the Father in heaven. We now pray and talk directly with the Father through Jesus Christ.
How could Jesus do all that? First, GOD is LOVE. It was God's plan from the beginning to be with all
believers who are made in His image. A plan for our salvation. Jesus was then conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born to Mary. Jesus was made like Adam before Adam fell in sin. Jesus was made a complete human
being. Jesus' human spirit was sinless just as God had made Adam's spirit. Jesus lived a life avoiding sin
and showing love and compassion to those with Him. After Jesus returned to heaven, He sent the Holy
Spirit to each believer to help us follow in Jesus' ways.
Praise the LORD, I am with Jesus. I pray that the Holy Spirit holds me close to the LORD
today and every day of my life. Have a happy and blessed Easter with the LORD.

4

Word On Our Missionaries
Reaching the Unreached Ministry

Since 1991 when Reaching the Unreached
(RTUR) was begun, 2,500 unreached tribes have been
reached world wide with the gospel. RTUR is working in
29 of those tribes. They sponsor native missionaries in
India, Ghana, Togo, Burkina Faso, and the Ivory Coast.
As of today, 6000 unreached tribes still remain. Americans give generously but the problem is that only 2 pennies out of every mission dollar goes to help reach the
unreached people (those who have never heard the
gospel.) The other 98 pennies go to help those who
have heard or who have a chance to hear. So you can
see that it is very special that our church has this opportunity to support the unreached 100%.
RTUR missionaries are mostly in villages of 501000 people. The people are mostly illiterate and often
have no electricity or running water. The people make
their living by farming small plots of land with hand impliments. The missionaries go to those villages, live
among them to make believers and train them to know
Bible stories and basic foundation truths all believers
should know. The churches they plant are usually started under a tree.

Everyone who supports a missionary will receive the same reward from God as the missionary receives. When we get to heaven we will meet the people
who have come to know Jesus through your prayers
and giving. I Samuel 30:25 says “the share of the man
who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as that
of him who went down to battle. All will share alike.” Let
Our missionaries, Pascal & Mary, are from the
us put our prayers and our finances to work to reach the
country of Togo. They relocated to the Ivory Coast to
last 6,000 tribes. Matthew 24:14 says, “This gospel of
begin such a ministry there. We were able to help them the Kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a
build a home which also housed their church. At Christ- testimony to the nations, and then the end will come.”
mas, we heard that they are presently trying to build a
WE are helping to bring the gospel to those who have
church building as their numbers have grown. Pascal
never heard about Jesus. May God richly bless you.
oversees house churches in 5 different villages and is
discipling men to be able to reach more villages. Thank
you for your support.

Walk for LIFE
Living Alternatives
Living Alternatives, Champaign Pregnancy Resource Center, is having their annual, Walk for Life on Saturday
May 6, at the First Christian Chruch, 3601 Staley Rd. Champaign . Check in is at 9 AM, the walk starts at 10AM.
This is a very family friendly event. There will be drawings for door prizes, games and food. It is a major fundraiser for the PRC. Each walker is encouraged to get pledges of support for the Pregnancy Center. There is no fee to
walk, however if you want a T-Shirt, they are asking for a $50 donation in total. All donations are tax deductible.
You are asked to keep a record of pledge donors.
For youth ages 12-18 there will be a Dodge-ball tournament from 10:00-12:00, with lunch provided. Check in at
9:30 am. You can register early by going to the PRC websit hopeforafuture.com. Look for FundEasy for information on both events. You donations can also be entered there to show the total raised toward your goal. A
team must have a minimum of $500 in pledges to participate.

The Children’s egg hunt will take place between services
on Easter Sunday on the south lawns outside the fellowMission Sunday will be held April 9th and will feature ship hall. An enclosed space will be provided for younger
cupcakes for the month. All donations will be appre- children. We have a generous supply of plastic eggs but
ciated and be sure to take some home for a treat.
require wrapped candy to fill them. Children are encourThere is no charge and all donations go directly to
aged to bring their owns baskets.
Pascal & Mary.

LWML
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who contributed
mites recently. We were able to send $142.96 to the
district to help fund this year’s mission projects.
Now we have another way to be involved with LWML.
The Central Illinois District’s 72nd Annual Convention
will be held on Saturday, April 29th 9:00 am at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Altamont. The theme is
“Grow and Build Together in Love” taken from Ephesians 4:16. The registration fee is $25.00 and includes lunch, due no later than April 10. New Mission
Projects will be chosen at the convention please see
Mae for a registration form.

Bring the family and celebrate Easter with a delicious
breakfast! Beginning at 8:30 am a hot pancake breakfast
will be served by the men of Friendship.
Men - we're in need of volunteers to put on this great
event. Please contact Ryan Drake at 309.830.4672 Or
ryan.drake19@gmail.com if you're able to assist.
See you there!

In Our Prayers







Prayers for the Art Teacher, Mrs. Johnson who
has throat surgery for cancer on Friday.
Prayers for the family of Chris Johnson.
Prayers for quick healing for Elliott’s hurt thumb.
Prayers for Herbert and Gisela.
Prayers for a healthy back for mom.
Prayers for the desire to wake up and start my
day.






Prayers for the family of Jean Ballsrud who passed
away unexpectedly.
Please pray for the family of Luke Miller, to be lifted up in this time of grieving.
Please keep Jacquie’s friends and family, that God
will be with them all in this difficult season.
Praise the Lord for bringing Allison’s father thru his
heart catheterization.

Celebrations
April Birthdays
4/2 Nancy Morris
4/4 Eileen Busboom
4/7 Ed Rodzen
4/10 Clara Chandler, Mindy Piper
4/12 Sharon Rohlfing, Mark Piper
4/13 Elizabeth Annin, John Drews
4/15 Noah Taylor, David Miller
4/18 Paul Peterson
April Anniversaries
4/10 Eric & Patti Rodzen
4/30 Drew and Vanessa Levan
4/19 Alyssa Stamper

4/25 Brett Penick
4/26 Jenna & Joshua Clark,
4/28 John Morris, Nathan Chandler
4/29 Tami Currid,
4/30 Roger Ferguson
April Baptisms
Christopher Armstrong, Davida Bluhm, Eileen Busboom, Scott Currid, Kara Dennemann, Kelly Dennemann, Brent Ladage, Brooklyn Ladage, Gabriel
Luhrsen, Carol Mathis, Doris Meyer, Monica Pape, Nikolas Taylor, Linda Vaughn

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
8:00 Traditional*
9:15 Sunday School
10:30 NonTraditional

3

4

5

6

11:30 Elizabeth’s
Circle

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:00 Elder Mtg.

5:45 Lenten Dinner
7:00 Lenten Service
8:00 Praise Team

9:00 Adult Bible
Study

10

11

7

8

15

Transformed:
Physical Health

9

12

13

14

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:00 Council Mtg.

7:00 pm Service

7:00 Praise Team

9:00 Adult Bible Sty
TBD
7:00 pm Service

16 EASTER 17

18

19

20

21

22

7:00 Sunrise*
8:30 Easter Breakfast
Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 Easter Celebration

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study
6:00 Elder Mtg.

7:00 Praise Team

9:00 Adult Bible
Study

26

27

27

28

29

7:00 Praise Team

9:00 Adult Bible
Study

8:00 Traditional
9:15 Sunday School
10:30 NonTraditional*
Mission Sunday! (p.6)
7:00 Youth group
PALM SUNDAY

23
8:00 Traditional
9:15 Sunday School
10:30 NonTraditional*

11:30 Elizabeth
Circle

25

7:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

7:00 Youth Group

30

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service.

8:00 Traditional*
9:15 Sunday School
10:30 NonTraditional
Transformed:
Relational Health
7:00 Youth Group
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In Our Community

Friendship Lutheran
Church of
MISSIONS:
3601 S. Duncan Rd.
Champaign, IL 61822
217-355-0454
Pastoral Care
Pastor Brian Pape

pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com

Staff

Cindy Furtney - Church Secretary
office@friendshiplutheran.com
(Office hours 9:00-1:00)

Visit us on the internet!

www.friendshiplutheran.com

8:00 a.m. Traditional Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School &
Bible Studies
10:30 a.m. Non-Traditional
Service

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather serve one another humbly in love. For the
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself”. Galatians 5:13-14
Spread the Joy Day is coming up! If you haven’t done so already, mark your
calendar for Sunday May 7th after 2nd service. How exciting that we are able
to go out into the community and help those that are helping others. We are
hoping everyone will sign up for something. This is the perfect opportunity for
small groups to step up with a community project after just finishing our Community Bible Study. Make sure that Sunday that you bring a lunch for after
church and wear your Thrivent t-shirt if you have one! If not, we have some
at church to hand out.
We have some of the places filled already. However, there are several organizations that still need volunteers. Please let me know if you can help
coordinate and/or volunteer for the needs of the following:
Courage Connection
Salt & Light
The Phoenix
Empty Tomb
Cunningham Children’s
Home
If you want to coordinate
helping them on May 7,
you just need to call them
ahead of time to see what
their specific needs are
and get some volunteers
to help. There is money
that has been raised for
missions to cover the costs
of any materials that need
to be purchased. Please
contact Monica Pape at
217-714-6259 with any
questions.

________________________
Holy Communion is offered on the
1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00
service and on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays at the 10:30 service . It is
offered at both services if there is a
5th Sunday in a given month.

OUR MISSION:
To Joyfully connect people to
Christ and His family.

As part of the May 7th, churchwide , Spread the Joy day, small
(8-12 in), NEW stuffed animals with tags intact, are bing collected in a box inside the man entrance. These will be given to the
fire department to give to children who are victims of fire or other
traumatic experiences.

