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March,  2017 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 March 5—Youth CU Adventures 
 

 March 12—Mission Sunday  
            

 Wednesdays-Lenten Services 
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Pastor Brian Writes— 

God was in Your 
yesterdays. He’s 
here with You to-

day. And, He has al-
ready seen Your to-

morrow! 
 
I hope all of you reading this today are 
finding true JOY in life as our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ continues to bless 
and keep you in His favor! 
I would like to start off this article by 
telling each of you that YOU ARE 
LOVED.  Everything that is done is 
(as it should be) done out of LOVE.  As 
brothers and sisters in Christ I do love 
you.  As your Pastor and brother in 
Christ, my desire is that you will attain 
what is for your highest good.   
By loving you and desiring the highest 
good for my family of faith I along with 
several of the leadership are striving to 
create strong community among our 
family that will pursue relationships as 
well as spiritual growth. 
Many of you reading this today have 
been involved in the small group effort 
called COMMUNITY. And being part of 
that has resulted in a great many 
BLESSINGS. What a JOY it is to know 
that our heavenly father loves us SO.  
We have/are developing relationships 
that are enriching our lives in ways we 
never could have imagined.   My prayer 
is that FLCJ will expand the kingdom of 
God.  COMMUNITY is necessary and 
essential for a church to be an active 
and healthy part of growing God’s king-
dom. COMMUNITY is part of CON-
NECTING. 

I’m very excited to introduce TRANS-
FORMED (How God Changes Us) as 
the next part of FLCJ’s COMMUNITY 
journey.  Immediately following the end 
of COMMUNITY, TRANSFORMED will 
begin.   
The Bible tells us, “Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
TRANSFORMED by the renewing of your 
mind.” Romans 12:2.  This is especially 
exciting because, as transformation 
means change, we can see that, 
“Anyone who belongs to Christ has become 
a new person. The old life is gone; a new 
life has begun!”2 Cor.5:17 
This 7 week journey of TRANSFOR-
MATION begins on March 26

th
. 

Specifically, we’ll look at God’s plan to 
transform you in seven key areas of 
your life. 

Spiritual health 
Physical health 
Mental health 
Emotional health 
Relational health 
Financial health 
Vocational health 

We will allow God’s Word to renew 
our minds and change the way we 
think: about God, about ourselves, 
about our relationships, our finances, 
our careers – about everything! This 
church-wide campaign is about more 
than just putting information into your 
head.  It’s about living out what God is 
working in you.  “Being doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only.” James 1:22 
You will be led along the way by small 
group hosts as well as weekly teach-
ings and messages on Sunday. This is 
for everyone!  Everyone will be led and 
encouraged to grow from wherever and 
whatever place you are currently at to a 
closer walk with God. 

I hope and pray that you will take 
this wonderful opportunity to grow 
in a way that God has called you 
to grow.  Because when you learn 
to think differently you will begin 
to live differently.  As you learn to 
think God’s way, you will begin to 
live God’s way. 

  Pastor Brian 
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BUDGET UPDATE    (1/1/2017-2/28/2017)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)   $  40,485.10 
Expense (Year-to-date)    $  44,263.66 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)   $    1,317.00 

With the Young Crowd 
March 5:  The youth will meet at the church at 6:00 pm to go to CUAdventures.  We will be doing “The Cab-
in”.  The cost is $20 for youth and $25 for adults. Please let me know if you are coming ASAP 
 
March 12:  Normal Youth Group at 7:00 pm 
 
March 19:   ASP Parent Meeting after 2

nd
 service. At least one parent needs to attend; and then we will do a ser-

vice project after church;  have youth bring lunch  and we will help someone in our church 
 
March 26:  ASP Group Construction Project 
 
ASP PARENTS: 
Parents and volunteers going on ASP:  We are having a meeting right after church on March 19

th
 to review plans 

and discuss ASP requirements and hand out necessary forms. Background check forms will need to be completed 
for anyone out of high school.   Please make sure at least one parent can come.   
 
 VOLUNTEER NEEDED:  
The church is looking for one more Female adult volunteer to go on our Appalachian Service Project with our 
youth.  Please see Pastor or Monica Pape if you are interested. 

Amazing Grace 
A Series of Services for Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

We invite you to join us for a special worship series for 
Lent called “Amazing Grace.” Each service in the se-
ries includes a 

dramatic 
monolog from 
someone who 
participated in 

the story of sal-
vation and con-
templates how 
that participant 

would respond to 
the amazing 

grace found in 
the cross of 

Christ. The par-
ticipant we hear 
from in the Ash 
Wednesday ser-

vice is Jonah, 
who explains 
what amazing 

grace means for 
those who come 
to the cross re-

pentant. 

TRANSFORMED –How God Changes Us- is the new 
Study for Small Groups.   
This 7 week journey of TRANSFORMATION begins on 
March 26

th
. 

Specifically, we’ll look at God’s plan to transform you in 
seven key areas of your life. 

Spiritual health 
Physical health 
Mental health 
Emotional health 
Relational health 
Financial health 
Vocational health 

Don’t have a small group and really want to learn 
how to transform….Now is a GREAT time to join a 
Small Group, please contact Pastor Brian.   



Churchwide Updates 

Thrivent Financial is a Fortune 500 not-for-profit member-
ship organization of Christians.  Their purpse is to serve 
their members by guiding them to be wise with money, to 
live generously and to change lives.  Thrivent Choice is a 
caritable grand program in place since 2010.  This pro-
gram gives eligible members an opportunity to recom-
mend where Thrivent distributes some of its charitable 
outreach funds each year.  Eligible members are desig-
nated choice dollars based on one or more of the follow-
ing:  
1. The amount they pay in annual premiums for qualify-

ing products such as life, disability income and long-
term care insurance.   

2. The total contract value of their qualifying products 
such as annuities and life insurance.  

3. Whether they hold a Thrivent volunteer leadership po-
sition.   

  There are 2 ways to direct your choice dollars:  
1. Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Follow the prompts 

under the Direct Choice Dollars section on the right.  
2. Call 1-800-847-4836 when prompted say “Thrivent 

Choice”. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars.  
Handy take home cards on how to direct Choice Dollars 
are available in the narthex on the secretary’s desk.  Fli-
ers are also available explaining Thrivent Choice.   
  We encourage you to make the effort to direct your 
Choice Dollars to our church or wherever you desire.  This 
opportunity will be over by the end of March.  DON’T LET 
THIS CHANCE BE WASTED.   

Thrivent Choice Dollars Designation 

Mission Sunday—March 12th 
This month, Mission Sunday will be 
March 12th, the second Sunday of 
the month.  We will feature any 
type of cookies or bars.  Feel free 
to donate any items you like, all is 
welcome.  There is never a charge, 
but all donations go to support Pas-
cal & Mary.  Thank you for continu-
ing to support this important out-
reach.   
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The Ladies at Friendship’s Lutheran Wom-
en’s Missionary League will meet in 
March.  Due to the Lenten Service on 
Wednesday, March 8, we will meet at 7 
pm on Thursday, March 9 at the home of 
Mae Ryherd.  We will have a Bible Study 
and information on the April District Con-
vention in Altamont and the June National 
Convention in Albuquerque.   
  We continue to collect mites to fulfill the 
mission projects chosen by the district.  
Mite boxes are available to anyone who 
would like to help.   
  All ladies of the congregation are encour-
aged to become involved in the LWML 

The praise team is practicing 
immediately following 
Wednesday Night Lenten 
services.   We would love to 
have you come join us! 

Will there be an Easter Egg Hunt this year?  A 
coordinator is needed to lead this 
event.  Please see pastor right away if you are 
willing to step up.   

The Talent Show 
scheduled for 
March 19

th
 has 

been canceled 
due to lack of 
any volunteers 
willing to share 
their talent.    



In The Know 
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40 Things to Give up for Lent 
Ash Wednesday and the beginning 
of Lent are just around the corner. 
As this season of Lent approaches, 
many of us think about something to 
“give up.” Unfortunately, these 
things often have little impact upon 
our life and walk with Christ. With 
that said, I would like to offer up “40 
things to give up for Lent.” But this 
list is different. It is not the typical 
things like soda or chocolate. These 
are things truly worth giving up. 
There is one for each day of the 
season. And these are things to 
give up not just for Lent, but for the 
rest of your life. 

Fear of Failure – You don’t suc-
ceed without experiencing 
failure. Just make sure you 
fail forward. 

Your Comfort Zone – It’s outside 
our comfort zones where new 
discoveries are made. 

Feelings of Unworthiness – 
You are fearfully and wonder-
fully made by your creator. 
(see Psalm 139:14) 

Impatience – God’s timing is the 
perfect timing. 

Retirement – As long as you are 
still breathing, you are here 
for a reason. You have a pur-
pose to influence others for 
Christ. Our work is not always 
tied to a paycheck. 

People Pleasing – I can’t please 
everyone anyways. There is 
only one I need to strive to 
please. 

Comparison – I have my own 
unique contribution to make 
and there is no one else like 
me. 

Blame – I am not going to pass 
the buck. I will take responsi-
bility for my actions. 

Guilt – I am loved by Jesus and 
he has forgiven my sins. To-
day is a new day and the past 
is behind. 

Overcommitment – Do less bet-
ter and accomplish more. 

Lack of Counsel – Wise deci-
sions are rarely made in a 
vacuum. 

Impurity – Live lives pure and 

without blemish. 
Entitlement – The world does 

not owe me anything. God 
does not owe me anything. I 
live in humility and grace. 

Apathy – Life is too short not to 
care. 

Hatred – Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with 
good (Romans 12:21). 

Negativity – I will put the best 
construction on everything 
when it comes to other peo-
ple. I will also minimize my 
contact with people who are 
negative and toxic. 

The Spirit of Poverty – Believe 
that with God there is always 
more than enough and never 
a lack. 

Going Through the Motions – 
The more you invest yourself, 
the more you will get back. 

Complaint – Instead of contrib-
uting to the problem, be the 
solution. 

The Pursuit of Happiness – 
God wants something greater 
and more lasting than happi-
ness. It is called joy. 

Bitterness – The only person I 
am hurting by holding on to 
this is myself. 

Distraction – Life is filled with 
distractions that will take our 
eyes off the prize. 

Giving up – God never gives up 
on us. 

Mediocrity – If you are going to 
do something, then give it all 
you got. 

Destructive Speech – Encour-
age one another and all the 
more as you see the day ap-
proaching (see Hebrews 
10:25). 

Busyness – It is a badge of hon-
or to be busy. But that does 
not always translate to abun-
dance. 

Loneliness – With Jesus I am 
never alone. He is with me 
wherever I go. 

Disunity – If two of you agree on 
earth about anything, it will be 
done for them by the Heaven-
ly Father (see Matthew 
18:19) 

The Quick Fix – Rarely does true 

transformation happen over-
night. 

Worry – God is in control and 
worrying will not help. 

Idolizing – Don’t assign anyone 
a standard they cannot live 
up to. 

Resistance to Change – 
Change is certain. It is not if 
we will change, but how we 
will change. 

Pride – Blessed are the humble. 
Small View of God – Don’t tell 

God how big your problem is, 
tell your problem how big 
your God is. 

Envy – I am blessed. My value is 
not found in my possessions, 
but in my relationship with my 
Heavenly Father. 

Ungratefulness – You have 
been blessed in a way great-
er than you realize. 

Selfish Ambition – God has a 
mission for me that is bigger 
than me. 

Self-Sufficiency – Jesus is my 
strength. I can do all things 
through him (see Philippians 
4:13) 

Sorrow – Weeping may tarry for 
the night, but joy comes in 
the morning (Psalm 30:5b) 

My Life – Whoever loves his life 
loses it, and whoever hates 
his life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life (John 12:25). 

God has so much more in store for 
you. But so many of these things 
above are holding you back from 
walking in the full destiny he has laid 
out for you. Today is a new day. 

So there you have it – The 40 
Things to Give up for Lent! What 
else might you add to the list? What 
would you take away?  
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https://www.greaterthings.today/giving-up-worry/
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https://www.greaterthings.today/giving-up-envy/
https://www.greaterthings.today/giving-up-ungratefulness/
https://www.greaterthings.today/giving-up-selfish-ambition/
https://www.greaterthings.today/giving-up-self-sufficiency/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%204.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%204.13
https://www.greaterthings.today/giving-up-sorrow/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2030.5b
https://www.greaterthings.today/giving-up-my-life/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2012.25


Elder’s Corner 

Read Psalm 119:33-40  --  Teach me, direct me, pre-
serve my life in your righteousness. 
Read Psalm 8:31-39  --  Who shall separate us from 
the Love of Christ? 
 
        God's love for us is shown throughout the Bi-
ble.  Psalm 119 praises God and and asks Him to 
direct our days.  In John 14, Jesus Christ points out 
that He is the way to God the Father.  In verses 15 
and 16, Jesus Christ said. "If you love Me, keep my 
commands and I will ask the Father and He will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you 
forever --  the Spirit of Truth" (Holy Spirit).   
        We celebrated Christmas as God the Father 
sent His only Son Jesus Christ to live with us in this 
world as a man.  Now, we approach Easter with 
Good Friday and Jesus' death for our sins on the 
cross.  The triumphal resurrection of Jesus follows on 
Easter morning.  Jesus ascends into heaven forty 

days later.  On Pentecost, ten days after ascension 
day, the Holy Spirit is sent to live in each believ-
er.  We become very aware of each part of our triune 
God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 
            God the Father is the planner and director. 
            God the Son (Jesus) executed the Father's 
will with many miracles as revealed in the Bible  from 
creation up to His ascension.  Jesus always prayed to 
the Father first. 
            God the Holy Spirit is now living in believ-
ers and directs us to live and follow 
God's commands. 
        We are designed to have a relationship with 
God.  The apostle Paul writes "What then shall we 
say in response to these things?  If God is for us, who 
can be against us? (Rom. 8:31-32)  Read Romans 
8:37-39 and see how great and powerful God's love 
is for you.  1John 2:4-6 states  "Whoever says 'I know 
Him' but does not do what He commands is a liar, 
and the truth is not in that person.  But, if anyone 
obeys His word, love for God is truly made complete 
in them. This is how we know we are in Him:  Whoev-
er claims to live in Him must live as Jesus did."  Now 
that we know God, we must focus our lives on follow-
ing His commands showing love and forgiveness to 
each other and everyone we meet. 
 
        "How I long for Your precepts!  In Your right-
eousness preserve my life." (Psalm 119:40)    
 

Mission News 
The story of the Prodigal Son is found in Luke 15:11-32.  
The younger son squandered his inheritance, but was 
forgiven and welcomed home in spite of his rebellion.  
This story has many applications.  It is about God’s pas-
sion for seeking and saving the lost.  It is about the hy-
pocrisy of the Jewish religious leaders as portrayed by 
the prodigal’s older brother.  It is about God’s desire for 
lost Israel to return to Him.  But most of all it was about 
the love of God, the welcoming and unconditional love 
of God, as portrayed by the prodigal’s father.  In this 
story the prodigal did everything wrong and nothing 
right.  Yet the father heaped forgiveness and love upon 
the son when he returned home after coming to his 
senses.  That is the true love of God.  Never doubt 

God’s welcoming and unconditional love for you.  If you 
will return to him, God will be faithful to forgive you and 
cleanse you and embrace you.  That story is true for 
you and I and for all who believe around the world.   
 Our church has the privilege of supporting Pascal and 
Mary who are reaching out to people who have never 
heard the gospel in the Ivory Coast.  God wants to bring 
into his kingdom people from every tribe and nation.  It 
was so good to hear that Pascal’s church is growing to 
the point of actually building a building.  Thank you so 
much for your generous response to mission Sunday in 
February.  We need to raise $300 a month for support 
and it happens because of your generosity.  
 

Word On Our Missionaries 
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Supplication (Requesting Something) 

Thanksgiving 

In Our Prayers  

Celebrations 

 
 

 Prayers for my sister Valerie that she can turn to God for 
help through her difficult times 

 Prayers for my friend’s son, Jesse,  He is critically ill and 
has bi-polarism.  He is refusing to take his antibiotic, 
please pray for God to find a way to him and lead him to 
help.  

 Prayers for healing and motivation.   

 Prayers for healing for the Zuehls’s friend, John Welch, 
who begins the process of a bone marrow transplant. 

 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of Mia Elizabeth Drake! 

March Birthdays  
3/1 Andrew Johnson 
3/6 Kara Dennemann, 
3/17 Gabe Luhrsen 
3/18 Molly Kloeppel 
         Dianna Anderson 
3/22 Monica Pape 
         Davida Bluhm 
3/24 Kailyn Dennemann 
3/25 Dee Blaine 
3/31 Kelly Dennemann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March Baptisms 
Ron Arends,  
Drew Levan, Vanessa Levan,  
Blanche Stoller,  
Reagan Fisher,  
Brian Pape, Jonathon Fisher,  
Scott Johnson. 
 
 
 

March Anniversaries 
3/5   Jean & Roger Clapp 
3/14 Garrett & Lona Oostdyk 
3/28 Kim & Scott Johnson 
3/31 Peggy & Paul Peterson 
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 1 

7:00 Lenten Service 
             Jonah 
 
 
 

ASH  
WEDNESDAY 

2 

9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

3 

 
 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
 
 
6:00 Youth CU Adven-
ture 

6 
11:30 
Elizabeth Circle 
  
 

7 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
6:00 Elder Mtg. 
 
 

8 
5:45 Lenten Supper 
7:00 Lenten Service 
              

9 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
7:00 pm LWML at 
Mae Ryherd’s Home 
 

10 
 
  

11 
 

12 
MISSION Sunday 
8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
7:00 pm Youth Group 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
6:00 Council Mtg. 
 
 

15 
5:45 Lenten Supper 
7:00 Lenten Service 
 
 

16 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

17 18 
 

19 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional 
After 2nd Service ASP 
Parent meeting.  
Youth Service Project 
 
 
 
 

 

20 
11:30 
Elizabeth Circle 

21 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
6:00 Elder Mtg 

22 
 
7:00 Praise Team 
5:45 Lenten Supper 
7:00 Lenten Service 

23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 

26  
Transformed 
Begins 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
 
Youth—ASP Group 
Construction Project  
 

27 
 

28 
7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

29 
 
7:00 Praise Team 
5:45 Lenten Supper 
7:00 Lenten Service 

 
 

30 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

31  

Sunday     Monday    Tuesday Wednesday     Thursday          Friday          Saturday 

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 7 



8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
& Bible Studies 

 
10:30 a.m.  Non-Traditional Service 

________________________ 
 

Please see page for to read about a 
new format for children’s Sunday 

school that will take place          
concurrent with the 10:30 service. 

 
Holy Communion is offered on the 

1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00   
service and on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at the 10:30 service .  

Spread the Joy Day  
Mark your calendars for a “Spread the Joy Day” on Sunday May 7th. Our Friendship 
Family will be going into the Champaign/Urbana community and spreading the Love of 
Jesus Christ!  We are encouraging EVERYONE to participate.  We are asking small 
groups to spearhead organizing one of the following ministry options.  There will be a 
sign up sheet in the narthex for volunteers to sign up. 

1. Fire Station Number 1  -NEEDS: We will take new stuffed animals with the tag on for 

kids who have had  been a victim of a  fire 

2. Courage connection /A Women’s Place - provides housing and supportive services 

for individuals and families experiencing homelessness or who are victims of 
domestic violence. They believe in the right of every person to safety and the 
potential of every person for success. Also provides a large home to battered 
women and families.  NEEDS: Fence needs painted, deck stain, stump removal, 
tree & branch removal. They have 4 homes for the homeless & 1 large home for 
battered women & children. 

3.  Policeman – NEEDS – donuts and cookies! Meet at church and put together care 

packages to be delivered week of May 8th.  Include notes from the kids in Sunday 
school thanking them for their service. 

4. Empty Tomb-  is a Christian service and research organization. It serves the church 

in the following ways: food to the hungry, clothing to the needy, furniture delivery, 
and financial assistance. – NEEDS:  They have been without a maintenance guy for 
a while now.  We will bring in a crew of handymen to help fix up the place, ie paint, 
maintenance, etc. 

5. Society for Hooved Animal Rescue and Emergency,  15 mins north of Champaign. 

Share is a nonprofit humane society in the Champaign area with investigators that 
cover a large portion of Illinois. They provide housing, care and training for approxi-
mately 30 rescue horses at any one time. Other than some “sanctuary horses,” 
these horses are up for adoption to loving, forever homes. NEEDS:  Morning chores 
are 7-9; Evening chores 4-6. They require a work orientation at the beginning of the 
time to acquaint any volunteer with their routine.  

6. Cunningham’s Children’s Home- gives hope to those who need it most—youth who 

suffer from serious emotional and behavioral challenges that have been caused by 
abuse, neglect, mental illness, and more. NEEDS: Can use help working on the 
property. They own over 35 acres. 

7. Canteen Run – Christ-centered organization that distributes clothing & supplies to 

homeless/needy people through Champaign Urbana. NEEDS:  volunteers to ride in 
the truck to take food and supplies to the homeless/needy. They can always use 
donations as well. 

8. Salt & Light -  Their mission is to share the love of God, by providing opportunities 

for those living in poverty to equip themselves with the tools they need to create 
lasting change in their lives.  NEEDS:  They will let us know as the date gets closer. 

9. The Phoenix Center –C-U at Home engages and mobilized our community to house 

and support the most vulnerable homeless on their journey of healing and restora-
tion.   NEEDS:  possible paint, grounds work. Will let us know more as date gets 
closer. 
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