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Pastor Brian Writes— 

How to Take a Holy Pause before the 
Christmas Crazy 

 Every year, Christmas arrives faster and 
faster. That’s what all the adults in my life 
would say. At eight years of age, I looked up 
into their eyes and my eager heart could 
scarcely fathom their point. All kids knew 
Christmas took forever to arrive. We waited 
eons before it finally showed up.  
Fast forward many years, and I understand 
what they meant. The year zooms by at warp 
speed. First comes New Year’s Day. Five 
minutes later it’s Valentine’s Day, followed 
immediately by Good Friday and Easter. A 
week and a half later, I am sweeping up fire-
works and sparkler debris from my driveway, 
and bam! It’s Thanksgiving.  
And then it’s Christmas time. Again.  
 
I hardly have time to catch my breath, let 
alone purchase gifts, find cute wrapping pa-
per, and Christmas-tize my house. Or spend 
time with the One it’s all about.  
If, like me, you’d love for life to slow down, 
particularly as the holiday season begins to 
ramp up, it’s important to understand that in 
spite of our long to-do lists, the shopping and 
baking and the fun (and let’s face it, the 
sometimes not-so-fun) aspects the holidays 
bring our way, we can choose to still our 
hearts. It may not be easy, but if we desire 
the authentic, heart transforming experience 
of Christ’s presence in the midst of the 
Christmas crazy, we can choose a holy 
pause. 
A holy pause is the opportunity to step out of 
the madness, the demands, and the haste of 
the season (indeed, of life itself), and into His 
presence. It’s the decision to shut ourselves 
away from the endless noise and commotion 
and quietly engage our hearts with His. It’s 
the chance to trade His stillness for our rush-
ing, His peace for our panic, and His joy for 
our irritability.  
Life doesn’t stand still, but we can. Scripture 
invites us to do just that: “Be still, and know 
that I am God! I will be honored by every 
nation. I will be honored throughout the 
world.” (Psalm 46:10 NLT) 
 

God desires for us to honor Him by spending 
the expensive currency of our time, even in 
the busyness of the season. To engage in 
the difficult but oh-so rewarding discipline of 
quieting our minds, bowing our hearts, and 
pausing before Him. It’s then that we can 
begin to experience the beauty of His awe-
some, all-sufficient presence.  
What if, at the very start of the Christmas 
season, before we drag out boxes of tangled 
lights, sift through glittery decor, and tenderly 
unpack nativity sets, we allow ourselves the 
luxury of a holy pause? What if instead of 
permitting the briskness of the season to 
scoot us forward on its endless current, we 
stopped and bowed our hearts before the 
One who stepped out of heaven, in awe and 
wonder of all He has done? 
What if we allowed our hearts to marvel at 
His unfathomable journey from eternity into 
an unassuming, most unroyal manger? What 
if we pondered the miracle of His birth and 
the reason behind it? What if we asked Him 
to fill our hearts to overflowing with the reality 
of the priceless gift of His presence? 
What if, instead of pinched stress across our 
faces, our families saw eyes that reflect our 
wonder-struck hearts? 
And what if this became our daily goal this 
holiday season? A holy pause. An exquisite 
time in His presence. A life-changing, re-
freshing time with the One the season is all 
about. What if the Call of Christmas meant a 
call to be in the presence of the One who 
came to bring the world to Himself? 
 
Prayer 
Lord, I bow my heart before You and honor 
You. Help me to choose not one but many 
holy pauses this holiday season. Please 
nudge me by Your Spirit and remind me to 
step away from the Christmas crazy and get 
alone with you. In Jesus’s awesome name, 
Amen.  

Upcoming Events: 

 
Dec 9 & 10—Dinner Theatre 
 
Dec 11—Mission Sunday 
 
Dec 17—Caroling, Cookies & 
Fellowship 
 
Dec 18—Children’s Christmas 
Program  
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 With the Young Crowd 

Scrip sales will be suspended for awhile!  
Scrip has been a wonderful fundraiser, however, it’s a slow fundraiser. 
Although it is profitable, the downfall is that the church has to initially 
outlay the funds for all the inventory. With our financial shortfall this 
year. It is better that we suspend scrip for awhile. 

BUDGET UPDATE    (1/1/2016-11/29/2016)  
Offerings (Year-to-date)   $215,088.85 
Expense (Year-to-date)    $258,867.67 
Principal Pay-down (Year-to-date)   $2,313.00 

A big “Thank You” to those individuals in 
the  congregation for their monetary donations they 

gave for the groceries for the family at Empty Tomb. It 
was greatly appreciated and well received. 

 
Youth Calendar: 
12 -4 –  Normal Youth Group - CAN SOMEONE VOLUN-
TEER TO LEAD THIS NIGHT? 
12-9 & 10 – Dinner Theater weekend – no youth group on 
the 12th. Will need everyone’s help Friday & Sat. Be at the 
church at 5:00 
12-18 – Christmas Party – Secret Santa 
12-25 – No Youth Group-Christmas Day 

 
The youth are definitely excited 
about their ASP Mission Trip. It is 
in Kentucky and we are guaranteed 
the dates of June 11-17.   
We have already put down our $50 
deposit, but it is not too late if you 

know someone who is interested in going.  We will need to 
solidify the names and number of kids going by March 
1.  That is also when there is an additional deposit due of 
$225.  Hopefully the dinner theater will help with most of 
that. We will know more after the event.   

Sunday School at Friendship! 

Mark your calendars for  “Spread the Joy Day” 
on Sunday May 7, 2017. Our Friendship Fam-
ily will be going into the Champaign/Urbana 
community and spreading the Love of Jesus 
Christ!  We are encouraging EVERYONE to  
participate.  The different ministry options to 
plug into are the following: 
 

1. Fire Station Number 1  -NEEDS: We will take new stuffed 
animals with the tag on for kids who have had  been a victim 
of a  fire. 

2. Courage connection /A Women’s Place - provides housing 
and supportive services for individuals and families experi-
encing homelessness or who are victims of domestic vio-
lence. They believe in the right of every person to safety 
and the potential of every person for success. Also pro-
vides a large home to battered women and fami-
lies.  NEEDS: Fence needs painted, deck stain, stump re-
moval, tree & branch removal. They have 4 homes for the 
homeless & 1 large home for battered women & children. 

3.  Policeman – NEEDS – donuts and cookies! Meet at church 
and put together care packages to be delivered week of May 
8th.  Include notes from the kids in Sunday school thanking 
them for their service. 

4. Empty Tomb-  is a Christian service and research organiza-
tion. It serves the church in the following ways: food to the 
hungry, clothing to the needy, furniture delivery, and financial 
assistance. – NEEDS:  They have been without a mainte-
nance guy for a while now.  We will bring in a crew of handy-
men to help fix up the place, ie paint, maintenance, etc. 

 
 
 

5. Society for Hooved Animal Rescue and Emergency,  15 mins 
north of Champaign. Share is a nonprofit humane society in 
the Champaign area with investigators that cover a large 
portion of Illinois. They provide housing, care and training for 
approximately 30 rescue horses at any one time. Other than 
some “sanctuary horses,” these horses are up for adoption to 
loving, forever homes. NEEDS:  Morning chores are 7-9; 
Evening chores 4-6. They require a work orientation at the 
beginning of the time to acquaint any volunteer with their 
routine.  

6. Cunningham’s Children’s Home- gives hope to those who 
need it most—youth who suffer from serious emotional and 
behavioral challenges that have been caused by abuse, ne-
glect, mental illness, and more. NEEDS: Can use help work-
ing on the property. They own over 35 acres. 

7. Canteen Run – Christ-centered organization that distributes 
clothing & supplies to homeless/needy people through 
Champaign Urbana. NEEDS:  volunteers to ride in the truck 
to take food and supplies to the homeless/needy. They can 
always use donations as well. 

8. Salt & Light - Since 2004, they have been connecting families 
in need with the resources of a community that has been 
richly blessed. Their mission is to share the love of God, by 
providing opportunities for those living in poverty to equip 
themselves with the tools they need to create lasting change 
in their lives.  NEEDS:  They will let us know as the date gets 
closer. 

9.    The Phoenix Center –C-U at Home engages and mobilized 
our community to house and support the most vulnerable home-

less on their journey of healing and restoration.   NEEDS:  possi-
ble paint, grounds work. Will let us know more as date gets 
closer. 
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CHURCHWIDE UPDATES 

Poinsettias 

Please think about donating 
a poinsettia to beautify the 
church sanctuary for       
Advent.  You can purchase 
from any retailer.  We’re 
ready now so bring it in 
the first week of December, 
if possible. 

Toss a Toy in the Box! 

for empty tomb's Christmas GiveAway 
Football, Basketball and Soccer balls,  

card games and board games are appreciated. 
(Box is on the lower level) 

Thank you! 

Dinner Theater: “ In Bethlehem Inn” at 6:30 on December 9 
and 10. Tickets still on sale. Get them before we’re sold 
out!  Call the church to order or you can purchase them on 
Sunday mornings. You will need to know if you want Tilapia or 
Chicken when you order. 
 
 

January Family 

Event:  (volunteers needed) 

 

Saturday, January 21 at 6:30 pm -  1950’s 
Family Birthday event. Come let us cele-
brate all of our birthdays, no matter the 
month or year! There will be 12 tables – 
one for every month of the year and will 
be decorated for that month.  When you 
come, you will sit at the table that is the 
month of your birthday.  We will have 
1950’s music, a popcorn machine and will 
serve root beer floats.  If you want, you can dress up in the 
1950’s theme, ie poodle skirt, bobbie socks, pony tails, head-
bands, leather & slicked back hair, cuffed jeans.  We would 
love to hear from those who lived in the 1950’s – what was 
school like, gym class, the cars they drove, and what they did 
for fun.  Having a 1950’s party like this not only opens the 
doors for young people to see what it was like back then, but 
it also helps the older generation reminisce of “times back 
when.”  We will also play “Name that Tune”.   Please see 
Monica Pape to help plan and decorate for this event.  She 
will need different people to “pick” a month of the year table to 
decorate. 

 
Mission Sunday will be the second Sunday in Decem-
ber-December 11. We will feature cookies just in time 
for your Christmas gatherings. Thank you for your gen-
erous donations.  
 
We will continue to sell our "Cookies in a Jar" which 
are going fast. These we do sell because there is a 
cost in making them. We are the only church that sup-
ports Pascal and Mary and the good work they are ac-
complishing.  Reaching the Unreached email address 
is pastortim.milford@gmail.com or his phone number is 
712-331-4245. Feel free to contact Pastor Tim with any 
questions you may have. God bless you all. 

 

LAST CALL for mite boxes.  
Please give them to Mae as soon 
as possible.   
 
 A couple of other projects that 
your mites will fund are “Sound 
Upgrades and Christian Materials 

for the CID Deaf Ministry in Jacksonville, Illinois” and 
“Partners in Mission—Sponsor a Seminarian—Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Haiti.   
 
Thank you for your support.  

Caroling, Cookie Exchange, and Fellowship 

 

Join us Saturday, December 17 for an afternoon of 
caroling, crafts, and fellowship. We will meet at the 
church at 3:30 pm. One group will leave from here to 
go caroling in the neighborhood while another remains 
at the church to sing carols.  We will return to the 
church for pizza, a candy cane craft, and a card mak-
ing for those who were unable to join us, and will con-
clude with a cookie exchange. Please bring a dozen 
or so of your favorite cookie to share. Every family will 
get to choose from those 
cookies and will get to take 
home a box of cookies. 
Please RSVP to Fay Drews 
at f.drews@att.net or by  
calling her at 908-265-2767 
by December 15 so that we 
know how much pizza to  
order. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://hqwalls4u.com/images/b/1920x1080_christmas_cookies-1223469.jpg&imgrefurl=http://hqwalls4u.com/91394-christmas_cookies-1223469/&h=1080&w=1920&tbnid=qEpv63ypgxQ5HM:&docid=XhCZ1useAtgvAM&ei=h1kyVtn9E4ri-QHZoJiYDA&t
mailto:pastortim.milford@gmail.com


In The Know 
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“It is more blessed to give than it is to receive.” That is what the Lord Jesus said. The Apostle Paul quoted these same 
words to the Ephesian elders, while reminding them of his own pattern of personal sacrifice on behalf of God’s church 
(Acts 20:35). This simple statement from the lips of the Son of God serves as a concise summary of a biblical principle; 
that is, God blesses faithful, generous giving. 
 
This is not the health, wealth, and prosperity gospel so popular today among celebrity preachers; the silly message which 
says, “If, today, you give God $1,000 then He will give you $2,000 tomorrow.” That is a false gospel, an unbiblical lie 
commonly propagated by religious charlatans. However, even if some people abuse and misuse it for their own personal 
gain, there is a basic biblical principle which we must not ignore. Consider two examples from God’s Word: 
Honor the LORD from your wealth and from the first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will 

overflow with new wine. (Proverbs 3:9-10) 
 
From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, 
says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we 
robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring 
the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will 

not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. (Malachi 3:7-10) 
There is much to learn about the joy of giving—too much to teach in a simple blog post. However, let me draw your atten-
tion to a key passage that we need to understand and heed. In 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, the apostle instructs the Corinthians 
by lifting up some specific believers as an example to follow. By doing this, he demonstrates what faithful, generous giv-
ing looks like and lays a foundation to build his instruction upon. 
 
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of 
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking 
part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to 
us. Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. But as you excel in every-
thing—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. I say 
this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

The example of the giving churches in Macedonia provides three admirable qualities of grace-filled giving that we should 
follow. 

Grace-filled giving is sacrificial 

 
The believers in Macedonia were not wealthy. In fact, the opposite was the case. They experienced “a severe test of af-
fliction” and lived in “extreme poverty.” Yet, they “overflowed in a wealth of generosity.” Faithful, generous giving does not 
procrastinate. We should not wait until we can afford to give generously to the Lord’s work through the church, we should 
give first and then learn to live on the rest. 
 

Grace-filled giving is selfless. 
The believers in Macedonia were more concerned about the needs of the apostles than they were about their own dire 
straits. They did not give merely what they could afford to give, but gave “beyond their means.” So earnest was their desire 
to give to the work of the Lord that they begged the apostles for more opportunities to give as a “favor.” 
 

Grace-filled giving is spiritual. 
The believers in Macedonia gave generously because they “gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to 

us.” Giving their money to the Lord’s work was the natural consequence of the surrender of their wills to God in obedient 
submission. This is really important for us to realize. Our giving is not a financial decision, ultimately. It is first and fore-
most an issue of our heart. When our hearts have been overcome by the grace of God toward us through Christ Jesus, 
giving our material resources is no longer a battle. 
 
As the apostle finishes using the Macedonians as an example for us to follow, he lifts up the Lord Jesus as the ultimate 
example of grace-filled giving. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” Jesus, the Son of God, eternally lived in infinite riches in the glo-
ries of heaven. Yet, He left that wealth to live a sinless life on this earth, in poverty, in order to give Himself as the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our sins. As a result, you and I may become spiritually rich as we embrace the Lord of the gospel and 
live in light of His saving grace. 
 
Generous giving is a reflection of the grace of God toward us in Jesus Christ. It is a response to the gospel. Take a mo-
ment to consider your giving to the Lord’s work through your local church. Is it faithful? Is it generous? Is it an accurate 
reflection of the grace of God? 

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/owzrzmtlrfrdtqlvdkgncdsctmdqjggqfwtczzvwqtqjzlq_dmgrjpmchgsh.html
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/ivgnhzydngnwycdfwbkqtwptyzwcvkkcgmythhfmcycvhng_dmgrjpmchgsh.html
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/pqvcqdhlcfcbhvlsbytkrbwrhdbvjttvfmhrqqsmvhvjqch_dmgrjpmchgsh.html
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/rrwtrwcvtjtpclvqpkfbhpyhcwplnffljgchrrqglclnrtr_dmgrjpmchgsh.html
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/ihnnhzydngnwycdfwbkqtwptyzwcvkkcgmythhfmcycvhnv_dmgrjpmchgsh.html


Parish Nurse Notes 

Reaching the Unreached Ministry 
 

Pastor Tim and Bev Nappe 
www.reachingtheunreached.org 
Missionaries: Pascal and Mary Kossi/Cote D’Ivoire 
 

 
Bev and Tim Nappa, who oversee "Reaching the Unreached" in Ghana, Togo, and the Ivory Coast, have recently re-
turned from a trip to Ghana. There they met with their missionaries including our missionaries, Pascal and Mary who 
serve in Eastern Ivory Coast. They also conducted two days of teaching 25 disciples who have been in training under 
the missionaries for several years. The following are a few statistics for you to consider. 
Reaching the Unreached has 20 missionary sites located in West Africa. Eight of those are in northern Togo. Eleven 
sites are located in Northern Ghana. One site is located in Eastern Cote de' Ivoire (the Ivory Coast). 
Churches have been started across the border in Burkina Faso and Benin. RTU missionaries and their disciples serve 
150 churches, 25 of which are new this year. There are 37 preaching points where the gospel is being proclaimed to 
new villages. 
The average attendance among those churches and preaching points is 7600 people. 
In 2016 these missionaries and disciples have baptized over 600 new believers. The work is not yet done as there 
are thousands of villages without a Christian voice, and millions of people who have not heard the gospel. Please pray 
continually especially for Pascal and Mary as they reach out to new villages and serve the churches that they started. 
Please also continue your support so they as well as their disciples will have what they need. Pascal's motorcycle is in 
bad need to repair or replacement. Motorcycles last only about 3 years there as the roads are difficult to travel. Thank 
you so much for your faithful contributions each month. Each month we send them $300 for a yearly total of $3600. 

Word On Our  
Missionaries 

Ways to Relax and Reduce Stress  

The following are some tips on how to relax and reduce stress. 
1. Calming breath-simple breathing exercises help defuse stress. Inhale for a count of four, then exhale for the same 
count all through the nose. Gradually, increase the count to 6 or 8. 
2. Accept the good-"Stress is the struggle with what is." A mind that doesn't have what it wants or doesn't want it has 
experienced, experiences stress. Gratitude is important. Acknowledge your blessings, little or large, and accept life's 
uncertainties by letting go of the uncontrollable and engaging with the unpleasant. Let go and let God see you through. 
3. Tea -A substance in green tea L-Theanine) apparently shifts brain wave activity away from anxiety and toward relaxa-
tion. Black tea and Chamomile both promote calm. 
4. Hit the road-Regular exercising such as walking, jogging, cycling, or gentle aerobic activities can help. 
5. As easy as A-B-C-and D-A daily multivitamin is a potent hedge against stress. These four vitamins reduce both physi-
cal and mental responses to stress. Minerals such as magnesium, calcium, zinc,  and selenium also serve as stress 
busters. 
^. Don't look to food-It's tempting to look to comfort foods for relief. But foods loaded with sugar and fat can have the 
opposite effect in the long run. Drink plenty of water, almonds, beans, whole grains, and leafy green vegetables are high 
in B vitamins and calcium. Blueberries, tomatoes, squash, and bell peppers are rich in antioxidants. Lean protein 
sources add benefit of Omega-3 fatty acids. Olive oil is a healthier option than butter or margarine. Minimize your trans 
fats from baked goods and fried foods.  
Hope you will try the natural way. 
 
 

5 



Elder’s Corner 

Celebrations 
Supplication (Requesting Something) 

In Our Prayers  

Prayers for : 

 Marilyn healing, comfort and rest  

 Strength and peace for Betty being moved to a memory 
care facility.  

 A granddaughter in the hospital.  

 Julie, who is battling some psychological issues...pray that 
she heals and also finds the Lord.  

 Please pray that Sue gets relief form her allergies and si-
nus problems.  

 Offer the Elling family comfort after the passing of Norman 
and Selma this past week.  

 Strength & Healing for CARL who is diagnosed with cancer, 
TONY, who is recovering from surgery and battling infec-
tion and friends of Roger & Peg, show them words of wis-
dom and comfort.  

 Prayers for Beth who is trying to  diet.  

 Connie has asked for our prayers.  She is having a heart 
catheterization procedure on Tuesday.  Ask the Lord God 
to be with Connie during this procedure.    

December Birthdays  
 

12/3 Layla Pearman 
12/7 Dan Luhrsen 
12/13 Keegan Ladage 
12/14 Martese Strong-Terry 
12/16 Joanna Carlson 
12/18 Meghan Armstrong 
12/19 Joetta Morgan                  
12/20 Denise Pacey 
12/23 Jacquie Voeks                  
12/27 Ron Arends 
12/28 Meghan Peach 
12/31 Darrell Carlson, Reagan Fisher,  Catherine 
Luhrsen 
 

December Baptisms 
Peter Carlson, Jeff Voeks, Suzan  
Armstrong, Alyssa Stamper,  
Martese Strong-Terry, Marian Rodgers, Jonathon 
Fisher 
 

 
 

December Anniversaries 
12/21 Jean and  Allen Hagen 

12/27 Elmer and Gayle Zuehls 
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Thanksgiving 

 Thank you for letting me share my life with my 
brother, Dan  

 Successful back surgery for Wendy.  

 Thanks that Grandpa, Ralph, is home with Jesus 
& for comfort for Grandma, Marie, together for 75 
years.  

 Prayers of joy, for the birth of Kalell.  

 Prayer of thanksgiving that Drew’s recovering 
from his surgery.  

Read John chapter 6. 
This chapter starts with Jesus feeding 5,000 men and their families.  The next morning Jesus is walking on water.  Then the crowd 
found Jesus.  Jesus addressed the crowd and said that they wanted to have Jesus provide for their needs.  Jesus said “do not work 
for food that spoils but for food that endures to eternal life which the Son of Man will give you.”  Jesus said,  “The work of God is this; 
to believe in the One He has sent.” (Jn 6:27, 29) 
      Jesus goes on to explain that He is the Bread of Life, the Living Bread.  “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood, has eternal 
life.”  (Jn 6:54)  Verses 53 to 58 expand on this. 
     Jesus regularly used physical things to teach spiritual truth.  God’s grand story of redemption in the Old and New Testaments and 
Jesus’ historical death on the cross make the spiritual meaning of these words clear.  With the picture of Old Testament sacrifices in 
mind, the New Testament states, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  (Heb. 9:22)   Because shed blood points to 
death, to drink Jesus’ blood is to participate personally in His death.  It means trusting that He died for you and for the for-
giveness of your specific sin.  Sin is no longer your master; Jesus is!  Luke 22:20  states “In the same way, after the supper he took 
the cup saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”’  
   Scripture uses the word “flesh” in several ways.  In John 6, flesh points to human life.  Jesus Christ, His total human nature  -- emo-
tions, intellect, and will -- was always without sin.  In every situation, favorable or unfavorable, Jesus’ human response was always the 
holy, perfect response of God Himself.  Jesus’ flesh represents the human life God intended every person to live in every situation on 
earth.  Fallen human nature also called “flesh” is the old humanity; Jesus’ “flesh” represents the new humanity. Luke 22:19 states “And 
He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them saying,  “This is my body given to you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
      Now, through the Holy Spirit, everyone through faith receives Jesus.  When we receive Christ by faith, we “eat” or share in His 
nature.  We eat as we trust His promises, fight our sin in His strength or apply His reactions to human circumstances to our own lives.  
As we depend on His Spirit within us, we continue to “eat His flesh” and grow in Christlikeness.  Jesus invites all by faith to “drink His 
blood and eat His flesh” in the Lord’s Supper. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=anniversary&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-MpXhx_lHn6v1M&tbnid=OZ6cxSCpi44PfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2F99galleries.com%2Fcategory%2FAnniversary%2F&ei=xvWsUe3hMe2hyAGq4YGgCA&bvm=bv.47244034,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNF


   
 
 
 
 

 1 
9:00 Adult Bible 
Study 

2 3 

4 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Non-Traditional 
 
 
 
7:00 Youth Group  

5 
  
 

6 
7:00 am Men’s 
Study 
8:00—1:00 
Pastor at Circuit 
 
6:00 Elder’s Mtg. 
 
 
 
 

7 
5:30 Advent dinner 
 
7:00 Worship 
Gift of Hope 

8 
 

9 
 6:30 pm Din-
ner Theatre 
 
 
 
 

10 
6:30 pm Dinner 
Theatre  

11 

8:00 Traditional 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 NonTraditional* 
Mission Sunday(p.3) 
 
No Youth Group  

12 
11:30 Elizabeth 
Circle 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
7:00 am Men’s 
Study 
 
 
. 
6:00 Council Mtg. 

14 
5:45 Advent dinner 
7:00 Worship  
Gift of Love 

15 
 
 
 

 

16 17 
3:30 Caroling, 
Cookie Exchange 
Pg 3 

18 
8:00 Traditional* 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Non-Traditional 
CHRISTMAS Program 
 
6:00 Youth Group  

19 
 

20 

7:00 am Men’s 
Study 
 
 
 
6:00 Elder’s Mtg. 

21 
 
 
 
5:45 Advent dinner 
 
 
7:00 Worship  
Gift of Peace 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
3:00 Service 
7:00 Christmas 
Eve 
 

25 
10:00 Service* 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
  
Office  Closed  

27 
 
 
 
 
No Men’s Study 

28 
 

29 
 
6:30 Prayer Shawl 
Meeting  
 
 
 
 

 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
7:00 New Years 
Eve Service 

   

* Bolded signifies communion will be offered at this service. 
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Various Small Groups continue this month. See our website. www.friendshiplutheran.com 



8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School & 
Bible Studies 

 
10:30 a.m.  Non-Traditional 

Service 
 

________________________ 
 

JAM for children birth-third grade at 
10:30 Service. 

 
Holy Communion is offered on the 

1st & 3rd Sundays at the 8:00   
service and on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays at the 10:30 service . It is 
offered at both services if there is a  

5th Sunday in a given month. 

OUR MISSION: 
To Joyfully connect people to 

Christ and His family.  

Friendship Lutheran  

 Church of 

 

3601 S. Duncan Rd. 
Champaign, IL  61822 

      
217-355-0454 

 
Pastoral Care 

Pastor Brian Pape 
pastorbrian@friendshiplutheran.com 

 
Staff 

Cindy Furtney & Danielle LeFaivre - 
Church Secretary 

office@friendshiplutheran.com 
(Office hours 9:00-1:00) 

 
Visit us on the internet! 

www.friendshiplutheran.com 

Holiday Schedule 
November 30, December 7, 14, 21 

Advent Dinner at 5:45 
Advent Worship Services 7:00 pm 

 
December 24 

Christmas Eve Worship Service  
3:00 pm Family Worship 

7:00 pm Candlelight Service 
 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

10:00 Service with Communion 
 

December 31 
New Year’s Eve 

7:00  Service with Communion 
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There is a voice that calls life from unexpected places.  
Barren lands will flourish with new creation. 

There is one who is searching for the pure in heart.  
Waiting to find those who will trust. 

So what choice will you make? 
Because it may feel like choosing between life and death; But look closer... 

All he has ever offered us is life 
God has come to the most unlikely people. 

Urging them to follow. 
Asking them to trust. 

The stories have been told for centuries 
The people have been waiting 

The wait is nearly over 
The time is now 

Today our Savior is born 
To bring light to dark places 

To be the voice in the wilderness 
To call you to come home 
To bring joy to the world 

God has chosen you and He does not make mistakes 
God's timing is not our timing 

His love is not our love 
He has turned his love into flesh and blood 

And for that, we rejoice 
Emmanuel 

So don't wait. Don't pack. Don't plan. Just...Go. 
There is a world, lost and hungry 

There is a world, lonely and wandering. 
And he has called us to go and tell them. 

Go and tell them what God is doing. 
Go and tell them that God is coming. 

Go and tell them... 
God is here! 

 
THE CALL  OF CHRISTMAS starts on Sunday November 27th and will continue until Christ-
mas. 
 
Each SUNDAY MORNING we will look into the lives of Zechariah (called to prepare), Mary 
(called to provide), Joseph (called to protect), the Shepherds( called to praise) and ourselves 
(The Call of Christmas) as we see the call upon their lives and ours.  COME and join us as we 
lead you in PREPARING FOR THE COMING SAVIOR with THE CALL OF CHRISTMAS. 

 
FROM HEAVEN ABOVE – WEDNESDAYS IN ADVENT 7:00 PM (Dinners served at 5:45) 
 
From Heaven Above Advent series for worship, which focuses on the divine gifts that come 
down to us through the birth of Jesus. Each week in the series, sermons “unwrap” one of the 
precious treasures delivered to us in the holy Child wrapped in swaddling clothes.  
 
• Week 1: The Gift of Hope (Matthew 12:15-21): The people of Israel waited in hope for the 
promised Messiah. We now wait in hope for his return on the Last Day. 
 
• Week 2: The Gift of Love (John 3:13-17): The steadfast love of God is revealed in the gift of 
his Son. As the redeemed people of God we share his love with others. 
 
• Week 3: The Gift of Peace (John 14:25-27): In Christ Jesus we have peace with God. We 
now share that good news of peace with the world. 
 
• Week 4: The Gift of Life (John 1:1-5): Through faith in Jesus we have forgiveness and life, a 
life of love and service now in his name and eternal life in his presence. 
 


